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Secret deals in arms and bananas 
that condemned a man to exile 


Downing Street meeting 
sealed dissident’s fete 
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COUN BROWN, 

(WWCK COCKBURN, 

STEVE CRAWSHAW, 
and PHIL DAVISON 

TWo secret deals that secured 
arms deals worth billions of 
- pounds and provided foreign aid 
to the Caribbean island of Do- 
minica lay behind Britain’s de- 
cision to expel the dissident 
Saudi Mohammed al-Mas’ari. 

A deal was agreed between 
the Prime Mmisterof Domini- 
ca, Edson James, and Malcolm 
Riflond, the Foreign Secretary, 
at a meeting in Whitehall on 
18 December which led to Do- 
minica offering political asylum 
to Mr Mas’arC 

The island was assured that 
. its bi-lateral aid from Britain 
would be restored from around 
£500,000 in 1994-5 to around 
£2m this year and next year, 
which will assist the ravaged ba- 
nana industry on which the is- 
land’s economy largely rests. 

While the Overseas Devel- 
opment Administration insist- 
ed there was no link between 
the extra aid and Mr Mas’arFs 
expulsion, the rest of the ODA 
budget suffered a 5.4 per cent 
cut in November’s Budget. 

The decision to expel Mr 
Mas’ari was taken after the 
Saudis threatened British firms 
with the loss of billions of 
pounds of business in arms 
contracts in the £20bn AJ Yam- 
mamah deal signed by Baroness 
Thatcher in the mid-1980s. 

Shares in companies involved 
in Saudi arms deals, including 
British Aerospace, Vickers and 
GEG. all rose on on the back of 
City speculation that the Saud- 
is would now lift the block on 
the contracts. . 

The decision was taken at an 
informal meeting in Downing 
Street shortly before Christmas 
involving the Prime Minister, 
the Foreign Secretary, Michael 
Portillo, the Secretary of Sate 
for Defence, and Ian Lang, the 
President of the Board of Trade. 

John Major acted after being 


personally asked to expel Mr 
Mas’ari ty King Fahd, head of 
the Saudi royal family in Jeddah 
on 18 September, 1994, and 
again by Prince Sultan, the 
Saudi defence minister, in Oc- 
tober last year at the 50th an- 
niversary of the LIN in New 
York. Other Cabinet ministers 
were also pressed to expel Mr 
Mas’ari. 

“He hasn't done anything 
illegal but he was the cause of 
acute embarrassment,” said one 
Whitehall source. “We were 
getting a lot of alarmist mes- 
sages from British companies 
about the Saudi contracts.” 


insrde 


A royal pain in the neck’ 
page 2 

Leading article 

page 14 

A tairrt.on Britain's honour 
Mohammed al-Masari 
writes, page 15 


The Saudi royal family was 
targeted by Mr Mas’ari, head of 
a group known as the Com- 
mittee for Defence of Legiti- 
mate Rights (CDLR). based in 
north London in a campaign al- 
leging corruption in the Saudi- 
government. 

He had been imprisoned and 
allegedly tortured before flee- 
ing via Yemen to Britain where 
he claimed asylum in 1994. 
Last year, Britain tried to expel 
him to Yemen, but it was 
blocked by an independent ad- 
judicator. Sources said Britain 
has since been looking for a 
country to take him, where his 
safety would be guaranteed. 

“Dominica has had a lot of 
aid and they offered to help.” 
said the source. “They do not 
have the problem of trade links 
with Saudi” Minister believe 
a fundamentalist Islamic nation 
will admit Mr Mas’ari, who is 
fighting expulsion. 


Dr Saad Faqih, a Saudi dis- 
sident closely associated with 
Mr Mas’ari. said that he un- 
derstood the willingness of Do- 
minica to receive him. because 
of British support for its banana 
exports to the European Union. 
Dominica, which has a popula- 
tion of 75.000, is deeply im- 
poverished and is largely 
dependent on the sale of its ba- 
nanas which are threatened by 
exports from Latin America. 

The Home Secretary, 
Michael Howard, signed Jus 
expulsion papers before he left 
for India. Ann Widdecombe, 
Home Office minister, made no 
attempt to conceal the impor- 
tance of the Saudi expert orders. 
“We have an extremely difficult 
balancing act. We have close 
trade relations with a friendly 
stale who have been the subject 
of very consistent criticism from 
Mr Mas’ari and we have got 
enormous export considera- 
tions, British job considera- 
tions and we have therefore 
tried to find a solution which 
satisfied both sides,” she said. 

A ministerial source said: 
“It was made dear to him that 
if he would keep a bit quieter, 
there was every chance that 
nothin? would happen. But this 
guy went ckiT iuc »**£■■" 

Mr Mas’aq was measured in 
his criticism of the Govern- 
ment yesterday: "It's’very dis- 
appointing. " The British 
Government has become very 
sensitive to commercial pres- 
sures. We felt that an old es- 
tablished government would 
have sufficient identity to for- 
go one or two deals for the sake 
of its own dignity.” 

The Home Office yesterday 
quoted a paragraph which has 
never been used before, but 
which provides for the fact that 
“If the Secretary' of State is sat- 
isfied that there is a safe coun- 
try to which an asylum applicant 
can be sent, his application will 
normally be refused without 
substantive consideration of his 
claim to refugee status". 



Mohammed al-Masari: Dominica gets aid in exchange for asylum Photograph: Brian Harris 


Stock Exchange chief ousted in coup 



Michael Lawrence: ‘Deeply 
unpopular 1 City outsider 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 

Michael Lawrence was sacked 
as chief executive of the Stock 
Exchange yesterday after the 
City’s powerful share-dealing 
firms staged a dramatic coup. 

The toppling of a man 
described as a deeply unpopu- 
lar outsider in the Square Mfle 
sent shock waves through fi- 
nancial markets, coming just 
two years after his predecessor 
was also forced to quit. 

His- departure is certain to 
provoke outrage at the rewards 
’ top executives receive for fail- 
ure. Having accepted a 
£100,000 bonus less than a year 
ago for the “achievements” in 


his first year in office. Mr 
Lawrence is likely to walk away 
with a severance payment of 
more than £300,000. "Including 
the boons, he was paid £422.000 
in the year to last March and 
enjoyed a one-year rolling 
contract. 

He came to the Stock Ex- 
change two years ago Emm the 
Prudential Britain's biggest in- 
stitutional investor, where be 
developed a reputation for 
enjoying his high earnings. A 
pilot and yachtsman, he cele- 
brated his move to the Stock 
Exchange by buying a red 
Aston Martin car from the 
actor Rowan Atkinson. 

The sacking could also un- 
dermine London's status as 


Europe's financial centre. Mr 
Lawrence has been trying to 
push through far-reaching 
changes to the way shares are 
traded in the City, changes that 
many of the biggest dealing 
firms fear could threaten their 
profitable existence. 

The Stock Exchange's plans 
to introduce a computerised 
order-matching system rather 
than the current regime in 
which market makers promise 
to buy or sell shares at a given 
price has been seen as an amont 
to one of the City's most pow- 
erful self-interest groups. 

Market makers are the direct 
descendants of the jobbers who 
ruled the Exchange floor only 
a decade ago before Big Bang 


and who naturally do not want 
to see themselves replaced by 
a blinking cursor on a comput- 
er screen .There was ill-con- 
cealed glee at the departure of 
a man many in the City viewed 
as arrogant and condescending. 

Labour’s City spokesman, 
Alistair Darling, demanded a 
full explanation “to prevent 
lasting damage to the reputation 
of the City". 

He said: “The fact that 
Michael Lawrence has gone 
signals deeper problems at the 
Stock Exchange than they are 
admitting. It is fairly we D- known 
that he wanted to pursue radi- 
cal changes within the Stock Ex- 
change and that he was being 
resisted.” 


“He had only been at the 
Stock Exchange for a compar- 
atively short period and his 
sudden departure clearly indi- 
cates that something is going 
wrong.” 

John Kemp-Welch, a senior 
partner of the blue-blooded 
stockbroker Cazenove and now 
chairman of the Stock Ex- 
change, tried to play down the 
impact of Mr Lawrence's 
departure. 

“While Mr Lawrence's 
departure reflects the loss of 
confidence in him by the board, 
it does not imply any change in 
the Slock Exchange's policy. 
Our objective is to be the mar- 
ket of choice,” he said. 

Power straggle, page 16 
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Ice-cream inquiry 

Executives of Bind’s Eye Wril’s 
could face criminal prosecution 
after allegations that they mis- 
led a Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission, investigation into 
the ice-cream market. Plage 5 

South Africa triumph 

South Africa won the fifth Test 
- and the series - by defeating 
England’s cricbfitersoy 10 wick- 
ets in Cape Tbwn. Page 24 


The TV parts that black men can’t reach 


PETER VICTOR 

The multinational brewing gi- 
ant Heineken was at the centre 
of a race row last night after it 
said there were too many “ne- 
groes” in -the audience of a new 
television show it is sponsoring. 

Hotel Babylon, a youth cul- 
ture and music show is being 
produced by Planet 24, the 
television company set up by Sir 
Bob Geldof to launch the Big 
Breakfast The new show will be 
broadcast toni^hfon ITV by 
Granada Television. 

POot editions of the show fea- 
tured Dam Behr, a former pre- 
senter on the “youth” show 
The Wont announcing live mu- 


sic acts like soul singer Seal and 
the reggae artist Shaggy from a 
mock hotel bar, with Heineken 
products on display. 

But Jasi month Justus Kos, 
from Heineken’s sponsorship 
department at its head office in 
Amsterdam, Eased Planet 24 de- 
manding more “Heinefceniz- 
ing” of the show. “More 
evidence of beer is not just re- 
quested but needed.” 

His 20 December fax also 
criticised studio audiences: 
“The audience should be aspi- 
rauonal but not too much on the 
edge. There was a too high pro- 
portion of negroes- Although 
the audience group seems to be 
a mixture, director and or cam- 


era crew have a tendency to- 
wards selecting just extrava- 
gant people. Also “normal” 
people should be filmed." 

The fax from Heineken - ad- 
vertising slogan: “refreshes the 
parts other beers cannot reach" 
- also called for “less men 
drinking wine, preferably mas- 
culine drinks like beer, whisky”. 

Sir Bob Geldof, a founder 
and major shareholder in Plan- 
et 24. yesterday said Heineken 
could "go flick themselves" as 
far as he was concerned: “I 
heard about the infamous fax 
and I hooted with derision. It 
is our programme, not 
Heineken’s ..." 

Benue Grant, Labour MP for 


'Ibllenham, wrote to Heineken 
this week demanding an expla- 
nation for the fax: “This is a re- 
flection on the privatisation of 
television where increasing 
amounts of airtime are devot- 
ed to private productions," he 
said. “Inevitably, powerful 
multinational sponsors will seek 
to influence editorial control. 
One can't help being deeply 
concerned when this influence 
has a racist guise." 

Last night Karel Vuursteen, 
chief executive of Heineken 
worldwide, reacted to the fax 
with dismay. Replying to Benue 
Grant, he said: “Having read the 
original, only one thing can be 
said about it: it should never 


have been- written. I am truly 
shocked about the content of 
the paragraph you refer to, 
since it is total])’ against every- 
thing Heineken "stands for. 
Heineken denounces all dis- 
crimination and will live up to 
that. 1 hope you can accept my 
sincere apology and I can assure 
you that proper steps will be tak- 
en to prevent recurrence.” 

A spokesman for Heineken 
said its export brand is sold in 
177 countries and is the most 1 
widely drunk beer in the UK i 
with 125 million pints con* | 
sumed each year. He refused to 
comment about Mr Kos's fate, 
but he promised there will be 
no repeal of this”. 
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Tories charged 
with appeasing 
Saudi rulers 


LOUISE JURY 

The deportation decision on 
Mohammed al-Masari pro- 
voked angry reaction from civ- 
il rights groups and Labour 
politicians. However, some Tory 
MPs and City sources were 
quick to defend the Govern- 
ment's move as protecting 
British interests. 

The leader of the Muslim 
Parliament of Great Britain, Dr 
Kalim Siddiqui, said the de- 
portation decision was a blatant 
Machiavellian move by the 
Government to appease the 
princes of Saudi Arabia. 

He added: “I hope Mr 
Masari’s appeal succeeds. But 
if he is eventually deported, the 
Muslim community in Britain 
will ensure that the work of the 
Committee for the Defence of 
Legitimate Rights continues. 
The toppling of the Saudi 
regime is a cause supported by 
many Muslims in Britain and 
throughout the world.” 

But Sir Ivan Lawrence, Tory 
chairman of the Commons 
home affairs committee, de- 
fended the decision. “We have 
to strike a balance. Most peo- 
ple would say that if foreigners 
want to come to this country 
they are very welcome, but they 
can't use tins country as a base 
for causing a great deal of ill- 
feeling to friends," he said. 

“We have not sent him back 
to Saudi Arabia, where he 
might be banged up or worse, 
ana if he doesn't want to stay 
in Dominica, that is fine. There 
are plenty of other countries 
that be might, as a fundamen- 
talist, wish to go to. We cannot 
allow our friends to be insult- 
ed by somebody who has come 


here simply to make mischief.” 

A City expert said the de- 
portation order was good news 
for GEC and British Aero- 
space which have been negoti- 
ating various major equipment 
sales to the Middle East. 
“Clearly it will be seen as very 
important news for these im- 
portant contracts,” he said. 

Mr Masari’s actions prompt- 
ed warnings as recently as 
November that millions of 
pounds in arms contracts and 
other exports were at potential 
risk from his campaigns. 

Doug Henderson. Labour's 
home affairs spokesman, said he 
bad written to Ann Widde- 
combe. the Home Office min- 
ister, “to seek assurances ... that 
proper procedures have been 
followed and that Mr Masari 
has received the same consid- 
eration as any other person 
applying for asylum in this 
country. In addition, I have 
also asked why Dominica has of- 
fered asylum" and what the ... 
terms of the arrangement are". 

Ken Livingstone, whose con- 
stituency includes Mr Masari’-s 
home, said: “Once you have ac- 
cepted someone has the right to 
be here, you cannot then impose 
on their free speech and human 
rights.” 

Claude Moraes, of the Joint 
Council for the Welfare of Im- 
migrants, said it was an extra- 
ordinary case. “I believe Ann 
Widdecombe has set the most 
dangerous legal and political 
precedent in the area of asylum. 
In our view, she has gone fur- 
ther than any other immigration 
minister in clearly stating that 
we would make an asylum 
decision on the basis of our 
trade and arms interests.’’ 
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The expulsion of Al-Masari: Repeated high-level warnings from kingdom sealed fate of a ‘thorn in the side 

Saudi threats forced Britain’s hand 


IN BRIEF 


COUN BROWN 

and MICHAEL SHERIDAN 


“He is a thorn in our side," said 
one ministerial source yesterday 
of Mohammed al-Masari, the 
Saudi dissident, who has been 
running a campaign from 
Britain against the Saudi au- 
thorities. 

Thousands of jobs were at 
risk. “The Saudis felt extreme- 
ly strongly about him. Every 
lime a meeting has taken place, 
he has been at the top of the 
agenda. It was damaging our ex- 
ports and there came a point 
when we realised it was be- 
coming deeply embarrassing." 

The Saudi government made 
it clear that it wanted Mr al- 
Masari expelled. While it was 
not explicit that more orders 
would be signed if Britain 
bowed to the pressure, ministers 
were left in no doubt that fresh 
deals would be made easier. 

In the offing were lucrative 
contracts for British Aerospace 
Hawk trainer jets. Vesper Thor- 
neycroft is bidding for the sup- 
ply of minehunters. and there 
is the long-term prospect of re- 
placing the ageing Tornados 
which formed the bulk of the 
bulk of the AI Yamamah ar- 
maments programme signed 


bv Baroness Thatcher in the 
1980s. 

“It is much more likely we will 
win more orders. That was the 
main stumbling block,” said 
the source. The Saudi royal fam- 
ily could not understand why 
British ministers did not act 
more directly in expelling the 
dissident as they had request- 
ed on numerous occasions. 

The power of the Saudi roy- 
al family is rumoured to have 
been felt by the British Gov- 
ernment a number of times. 

King Fahd raised the matter 
in private meetings with both 
Douglas Hurd and his succes- 
sor as Foreign Secretary, Mal- 
colm Rifkind. Senior 
Conservative sources believe 
the Saudi government objected 
directly to Downing Street 
when Mr Major, after his gen- 
eral election victory in 1992, ap- 
pointed Malcolm Rifkind, a 
Jew. as Defence Secretary re- 
sponsible for the on-going arms 
deals with the Saudis under the 
AJ Yamamah armaments pro- 
gramme. 

To the surprise of many, 
Jonathan Ailken. a leading 
Euro-sceptic, was promoted 
from the backbench to be de- 
fence minister directly respon- 
sible for the AJ Yamamah deal. 


Exile feces 
cool reception 
on Dominica 


PHIL DAVISON 

Latin America Correspondent 


ISLANDERS* REACTION 


Even if Britain goes ahead and 
deports him. Mohammed al- 
Masari may not spend much 
time on the little Caribbean 
island of Dominica. In fact, he 
may have trouble getting off the 
plane. 

Dominica's former prime 
minister Dame Eugenia 
Charles, shocked by her suc- 
cessor Edison Jamess decision 
to accept the Saudi dissident, 
said yesterday she would 
organise a protest at the island’s 
only airport - in the capital. 
Roseau - to prevent Mr Masari 


from disembarking. 
"Even this man hi 


"Even this man himself [Mr 
Masari] seems surprised that 
our island has been selected for 


his deportation. Money must 
have changed hands. I can onfv 


have changed hands. I can only 
assume the Dominican gov- 
ernment has received some 
financial benefit from Britain in 
return for accepting this man.” 
the 76-year-old former premier 
told The Independent in a tele- 
phone interview. “The Saudis 
may want to chop off his head. 
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mainly-black population, there 
are still several hundred de- 
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are still several hundred de- 
scendants of the Carib Indians 
who watched Columbus come 
ashore. 

Bananas and coconuts rep- 
resent more than half Domini- 
ca’s exports of around $60m 
(£40m). Caribbean nations have 
been piggy-in-the-middle in a 
trade war between the US and 
Europe over banana quotas, 
with US banana barons op- 
posed to Europe's favourable 
treatment towards its former 
colonies. 
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at the UN's 50th anniversary in 
New York. 

Senior bankers and busi- 
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two davs after a change at the 


First Internet 
child-pom jailing 

A father of two from Souhufl, 
West Midlands, yesterday be- 
came the first person in BnUun 
to be jailed for receiving child 
pornography through the In- 
ternet ‘ 

Martin Crumpton, 44, a for- 
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King Fahd (left) made clear to Mr M^jor that expulsion was a priority. Saudi anger 
was also felt when Malcolm Rifkind (right) a Jew, became Defence Secretary in 1992 


He was an expert in the Mid- 
dle East and trusted by the 
Arabs. 

The sensitivity of the Al Ya- 
mamah programme has been 
underlined by diplomatic effort 
put in by senior British minis- 
ters. Mr Major visited Riyadh 
to sign an order for a further 48 
Tornados in January, 1993. His 
flight was diverted to Saudi 
Arabia for the visit on the last 


leg of a trip to India and Oman. 
Mr Aitken was also there for the 
signing ceremony. 

Mr Major also included a vis- 
it to Saudi Arabia to discuss the 
AI Yamamah programme in 
September. 1994. He took with 
him a team of leading British 
businessmen, including Howard 
Davies, then director general of 
the CBI, and Sir Ralph Robins, 
chairman of Rolls-Royce. 


Downing Street yesterday 
confirmed that the Saudi de- 
mands for the expulsion of Mr 
al-Masari were then raised at a 
brief meeting with Mr Major. 
Mr Rifkind, the Foreign Sec- 
retary'. is believed to have been 
pressed further on the matter 
when he visited Riyadh last 
November. Prince Sultan, the 
Saudi defence minister, also 
raised the issue«wiih Mr Major 


suffer as a result of Mr al- 
Masarf s activities, while Foreign 
Office officials blandly assert- 
ed in public that no linkage had 
been, established. 

The British ambassador in 
Riyadh, David Gore-Booth, 
whose job is partly to reflect 
such views back to' London, is 
thought consistently to have 
urged a tough line against the 
dissidents arid be had. unusually 
for a diplomat, made public at- 
tacks on Mr al-Masari. 

“It had reached the stage 
where it had become acutely 
embarrassing. Every time there 
was a meeting, this was raised," 
said the ministerial source. “It 
was made clear to him that if he 
would keep a bit quieter, there 
was every chance that nothing 
would happen, that if he kept 
his head down, everyone would 
settle down. But this guy went 
over the top." 

Mr al-Masari had performed 
a careful balancing act to stay 
within the law while directing a 
stream of Intemperate propa- 
ganda by fax from" London. 


Fahd to his heir apparent, 
Crown Prince Abdullah bin 
Abdul Aziz, triggered a rapid set 
of decisions by the Foreign Of- 
fice and the Home Office. The 
accession generated a rapid 
consensus in Whitehall that 
the moment had come to act. 

The central dilemma of 
British policy towards Saudi 
Arabia remains unresolved, as 
It was towards the Shah's Iran 
in the 1970s. The Labour gov- 
ernment of the period agreed 
with the Em bassy in Tehran that 
British commercial interests 
dictated support for the Shah 
and hostile indifference to his 
opponents. After the Islamic 
revolution of 1979, British in- 
fluence and business m Tehran 
collapsed. 

The ambassador at the time. 
Sir Anthony Parsons, later con- 
fessed the errors of his policy in 
a memoir entitled “The Pride 
and the Fall". It is not known 
whether this volume is on the 
reading list for ambassadors to 
Riyadh. But perhaps it ought to 
be. 


the specimen charges at a pre- 
liminary hearing in December, 
when his case was adjourn ed for 
pre-sentence reports. His arrest 
followed Operation StarbursL 
an international police crack- 
down last July. 

John Davies, for the prose- 
cution, had told Birmingham 
magistrates that Crumpton had 
a dmitte d possessing the pictures 
out of a “morbid curiosity". A 
police expert found three files 
on his computers bolding 119 
pictures. The majority were in- 
decent photographs of chil- 
dren. some omy six years ojd- 
Fergal Bloomer, for the de- 
fence, said: “Over a short peri- 
od of time, due to considerable 
financial difficulty and death 
within the family- he has be- 
come withdrawn." 


We’ll just chop off his stay." 

Dame Eugenia, the Carib- 
bean's first woman prime min- 
ister when she took power in 
1980 - she ruled until last year 
- reflected the surprise of most 
of her countrymen and women 
aL the news they first heard on 
the BBC World’ Service yester- 
day morning. The general 
reaction was: “Why us?" 
Dominica gained independence 
from Britain in 1978. 

Mr James promised to ex- 
plain his decision to his 88,000 
countrypeople last night. In the 
meantime, the pending arrival 
of a radical Muslim and out- 
spoken dissident was the biggest 
thing to hit Dominica since 
twin hurricanes Luis and Mar- 
ilyn zapped the Windward Is- 
lands last September, wiping out 
90 per cent of the banana crop. 

Locals on the strongly- 
Catholic island joked that Mr 
Masari would be the most un- 
welcome visitor since 3 Novem- 
ber, 1493. That was when 
Columbus landed, a year after 
his initial discovery of the Amer- 
icas. Alongside the island's 
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Making waves: News of Mohammed ai-Masari's arrival was the biggest thing to hit Dominica since hurricanes Luis and Marilyn last year 


Dissident with reputation 
as ‘royal pain in the neck’ 


STEVE CRAWS HAW 


Mohamed al-Mas’ari, a 49- 
year-old former professor of 
physics a( King Saud Universi- 


ty in Riyadh, is not everybody’s 
favourite noli Lilian. 


favourite politician. 

But yesterday, many analysts 
of the region were shocked at 
his expulsion. One specialist on 
Saudi Arabia spoke of “a very 
clever, very pragmatic man". 
Another talked of "a shameful 
day for Britain". 

Malcolm Rifkind. the Foreign 
Secretary, was scathing in his as- 
sessment of Mr Masari in an 
interview with Al-Hayat last 
yean “From what I know of Mr 
Mas'ari’s views, he sounds like 
someone who carries no weight 
at all in the United Kingdom or 
in Saudi Arabia. The views that 
he has expressed appear to me 
to be very bad for the people of 
Saudi Arabia ... He represents 
a small group that, so far as we 
can tell, speaks for no-one and 
represents no-one." 
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But he also noted, during a 
visit to Saudi Arabia in No- 
vember: “We take actions 
against people on the basis of 
their deeds, not their opinions 
... If people have opinions, we 
may disapprove of them of dis- 
like them intensely, but our so- 
ciety is such that that is 
something which is tolerated." 
No longer, it seems. 

In the words of one analyst 
“Mas’ari's a nuisance, a pain in 
the neck. He's not inoffensive. 
But his attitudes are much 
more nuanced than the British 
Government seeks to suggest." 

Mr Mas’ari runs a human 
rights organisation, the Com- 
mittee for the Defence of Le- 
gitimate Rights I CDLR). The 
CDLR's main call is for “the 
immediate and unconditional 
release of all political prisoners”, 
and “freedom of speech and 
assembly and the right to 
choose accountable leaders". 


But the British Government 
suspect another, more hidden 
agenda. Mr- Mas’ari, married 
with two children, describes 
himself as “ a revolutionary 
since the 1960s". He told The 
Independent last year: “Look, 
the Iranian movement took 
only 30 years. It can be done in 
one generation: the seeds sown, 
and the harvest brought in." 

Amnesty International ap- 
pears to Lake a more generous 
view of Mr Mas'ari than the 
British Government. Amnesty 
was sharply critical of Saudi 
harassment of the CDLR. when 
the committee was first formed 
in Saudi Arabia in 1993. with the 
proclaimed aims of "alleviating 
injustice" and "the defence of 
human rights decided by Sharia 
[Islamic] law". 

Between May and September 
of that year, more than 20 peo- 
ple, mostly university academics, 
were arrested and detained. 
Amnesty labelled them prison- 
ers of conscience, a category 


only applicable to ihose who 
have not advocated violence. Mr 
Mas’ari was among those held 
and allegedly lortured. 

The CDLR transferred its 
operations to London in April 
1994. Mr Mas’ari sought polit- 
ical asylum in the UK which the 
British were reluctant to grant 
from the start. 

In March last year, a judg- 
ment tw the Immigration Ap- 
peals Tribunal overturned the 
Government’s attempt to send 
Mr Mas'ari back to Yemen, 
which the British Government 
had declared to be a safe third 
country. The tribunal disagreed. 

Defenders of Mr Mas’ari ar- 
gue that, even if he has some 
dodgy Islamic friends, this is 
only to be expected when 
groups of different views band 
together against a single, un- 
wanted regime. 

London has never argued 
that the Saudi regime is demo- 
cratic - only that it is important 
as a partner. 
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Fax campaign that raised hackles 
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the country by 19 Jammy, is the 
culmination of an 18 month- 
long campaign by Saudi Arabia 
to force him to go, writes Steve 
Crawshaw. 

Mr Mas'ari has run an ex- 
tremely effective human rights 
organisation known as the 
Committee for the Defence of 
Legitimate Rights (CDLR) 
which operates from Willesden, 
in north-west London. The 
group concentrates its ener- 
gies (and funds) on faxing dis- 
sident material into Saudi 
Arabia, including a weekly 
newsletter which claims a read- 
ership of 300.000. 


Freephone numbers -which 
usefully leave no trace on Sau- 
di phone bills - mean that 
monthly telephone bills can be 
as much as £27,000. The faxed 
newsletters Include highlights 
from the British press about the 
goings-on of Saudi royals. 
There is even a “ Prince of the 
Month" column, which expos- 
es different members of the roy- 
al family. 

Mr Mas'ari has also publi- 
cised studies of corruption 
among Saudi princes in state or- 
ganisations, including a recent 
study on the prospective pri- 
vatisation of Saudia. the na- 


tional airline. “The CDLR has 
certainly had an impact in let- 
ting people know what is real- 
ly happening.” said Said 
Aburish, the author of a book 
on Saudi Arabia. 

The high-profile activities of 
the CDLR- unstoppable, in the 
communications age - enrages 
the Saudi regime. But the 
British government was indig- 
nant, too, when Mr Mas’ari ap- 
peared to condone the bombing 
in Saudi Arabia in November of 
a budding used by US forces. 

Mr Mas'ari himself later in- 
sisted that his words had been 
taken out of context. He 
claimed he did not himself see 
the US forces as a “legitimate 


target” but only believed that 
this was “the perception of the 
common man” in Saudi Arabia. 

That may sound like a fine 
distinction. And yet, Mr 
Mas'an's own newsletter, re- 
sponding to the news of the 
bombing, appeared less 
ambiguous. 

"Despite the fact that the 
CDLR is opposed to violence 
and has no information on the 
responsible group with regard 
to the bombing ... the CDLR in- 
dicated in many bulletins and 
communiques that what hap- 
pened is a natural end result of 
the complete lack of freedom of 
speech and assembly, and op- 
pression of reformers." it wrote. 


Vickers, the United Kingdom 
defence group, said yesterday 
that it warned the Government 
of the threat to trade with Sau- 
di Arabia because of the activ- 
ities of Mohammed al-Masari, 
the London-based Arab dissi- 
dent. The company said it was 
under no pressure from Riyadh 
to act, but admitted that his re- 
moval could help clear the way 
for important UK defence 
deals. 

Other companies have pri- 
vately admitted to telling the 
Government of their concern 
that the Saudis were deliberately 
holding up contracts until 
Britain curbed the dissident's 
activities. Shares in leading UK 
defence companies rose as City 
investors speculated that the 
Saudis would lift a block. 

Sapdi Arabia is Britain's 
biggest market in the Middle 
East and according to latest fig- 
ures bought £1.5bn of UK 
goods in 1994. But that figure 
is set to rise following a deal 
signed in 1983 under which 
Britain supplies the kingdom 
with arms worth £20bn. 

Some of the UK's leading in- 
dustrial gianis feared that the 
second part of this huge arms 
deal, known as Al- Yamamah 2 
and worth £5bn, could be jeop- 
ardised because of Saudi anger. 
About 70,000 jobs here are de- 
pendent on Al- Yamamah con- 
tracts. But yesterday GEC, the 
defence electronics giant, and 
Rolls-Royce, the engine manu- 
facturer, declined to comment. 
British Aerospace, which is 
leading Al- Yamamah, said it 
had not made formal repre- 
sentations to the Government. 
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Woman froze 

A 39 year old woman who dis- 
appeared in the middle of a 
birthday celebration was found 
dead on land near to the restau- 
rant where she was last seen. 
Sharon Hammond, of Fleet. 
Hampshire, died from hy- - 
pothermia, according to a post- 
mortem examination yesterday. 
She vanished from Blubecker’s 
Restaurant in Cbobham, Surrey, 
last Friday while celebrating 
with 40 friends and relatives. 


Fry’s mates again 

The long-running legal wrangle 
between Stephen Fry and the 
producer of the play Cell Mates. 
which closed when Fry fled to 
Europe, has been settled. Fry 
has not had to pay the £500,000 
compensation demanded by- 
producer Duncan Weldon and 
has made a token payment of 
£20.000. Insurers have paid 
Weldon £255.000 after seeing a 
psychiatrist's report on Fry. 

Ecstasy victim 

Helen Cousins. 19, who spent 
24 hours in a coma after taking 
an ectasy tablet al a New Year's 
Eve paiiy. was making a good 
recovery in hospital in Peter- 
borough, Cambridgeshire, and 
may be discharged at the week- 
end. Her parents yesterday is- 
sued a plea for young people not 
to take drugs, while police were 
waiting to interview Helen and 
said they were pursuing new 
leads in their hunt for the deal- 
ers who supplied the drug. 

Vauxhall pay plea 

Union leaders at Vauxhall 
urged the management to 
reopen negotiations after em- 
ployees voted by Lhree to one 
to reject a three-year pay offer 
of 4.5 per cent this year and a 
rise matching inflation in the fol- 
lowing two years, plus a one- 
hour a reduction in the 39-bow 
working week. 

New union chief 

The Amalgamated Engineer- 
ing and Electrical Union an- 
nounced that Ken Jackson had 
been elected its new general sec- 


retary. He said the union would 
be "flexing muscles" in ourauir 


be flexing muscles" in pursuit 
of more training for young peo- 
ple and a shorter working week 
which would protect jobs. 

TV Ten beats Nine 

IWs News at Ten said it out- 
performed the BBC’s Nine 
O'CIock News last year with an 
average audience of 6.6 million, 
versus 5.7 milion for its rivaL 

Safeway cuts prices 

Safeway is to slash prices on 
more than 70 best-selling prod- 
ucts by a third during Januaiy, 
the supermarket chain said yes- 
terday. The move comes in the 
same week that Sainsbuiy’s an- 
nounced a Januaiy Savers pro- 
motion which it daimed could 


save shoppers £20 on a typical 
checkout bill of £70. 


checkout bill of £70. 

Rough for Diamond 

Anne Diamond, the TV pre- 
senter, yesterday lost her bid for 
the Stratford-upon-Avon FM 
radio licence to The New 102, 
chaired by Louise Sotting, ex- 
presenter of Radio 4’s Money 
Bax programme. 
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Japanese troops to be trained in Britain 
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LfW,T tmgem of Japanese troops will 

Michael Portillo the ^ more emotive. 
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cuss a scheme to train members 
of the Japanese Self-Defence 
Forces (SDF) at the Ministry of 
Defence’s urban warfare train- 
ing school in Warminster. The 
programme will begin later this 
year and will draw on British 
expertise in internal security and 
peacekeeping operations ac- 
quired in Northern Ireland and 
the former Yugoslavia. 

Apart from the financial con- 


Japanese participation in multi- 
national military operations. 

The country’s post-war con- 
stitution technically forbids the 
maintenance of armed forces. 
After prolonged and agonised 
debate, Japan dispatched 
policemen to the UN operation 
in Cambodia, and will this year 
send a token force to the Golan 
Heights. But Tokyo's reluc- 
tance to take a bigger respon- 


se Far East. Selected Jananes* hilfS' t touj-day visit to tribution which Tbkyo will make sibiliiy for global policing, 

officers have been trained a « tomorrow, towards the cost of the training, despite enormous economic 

British staff colleges for vears. t 5 °PP ositc the scheme is seen by British of- strength, has caused rcsent- 

tor years, number. Seishiro Eto, will dis- ficials as a useful step towards ment in the UN and hampered 


its bid for a permanent seat on 
the Security Council. 

According to British diplo- 
mats, Mr Portillo will lend his 
support to Japan’s Security 
Council aspirations on the un- 
derstanding that it gradually as- 
sumes a greater peace-keeping 
role. “He isn’t going out there 
with a shopping list," said an ad- 
viser to Mr Portillo. ‘‘But a year 
from now. when the situation in 
Bosnia has settled down, it's 
likely that thc Japanese will con- 
tribute money and personnel." 

Mr POrtillo will be the first 


British defence minister to vis- 
it Japan since 1973- In meetings 
with the Foreign Minister, 
Yohei Kono, as well os Mr Eto, 
be will also rfk mra Asian re- 
gional security, particularly tiat 
of China and North Korea, 
and the possibility of increased 
British arms sales in Japan. 

Notably absent from the pub- 
lic agenda, although no doubt 
the subject of private discus- 
sions, will be the embarrassing 
issue of compensation to former 
British prisoners of war. A 
group of PoWs is suing the 


Japanese for individual com- 
pensation of £14,000. 

Mr Pbrtillo will lay a wreath 
at the Commonwealth War 
Cemetery in Yokohama, but is 
unlikely to repeat the outspo- 
ken eulogy of the “proud and 
erect" veterans of the war 
against Japan which formed 
part of his speech to the Con- 
servative Party conference. 

Proposals by the Japanese to 
defuse the row by setting up a 
fund for veterans* organisa- 
tions have been abandoned for 
fear they would be rebuffed. 


Since the debacle last August, 
when then Japanese prime min- 
ister. Tbmiichi Muiayamak, sent 
a letter of apology for Japanese 
atrocities to John Major, which 
he later appeared to retract, 
both governments have agreed 
that the issue is best left alone 
to solve itself as the number of 
surviving PoWs dwindles. 

Mr Syler said be could think 
of half a dozen people who 
would oppose Japanese troops 
training here: *Tve seen what 
they suffered and are still suf- 
fering, physically and mentally ." 


Scots toffs do 
gentlemanly 
battle over 
title claim 


A government minister and his 
banker cousin appeared be- 
fore an ancient heraldic court 
yesterday to settle an aristocratic 
squabble which dates back to 
the 17th century - who should 
become the 11th Eari of Selkirk. 

Lord James Douglas-Hamil- 
ton, the Scottish health minis- 
ter who sits in the House of 
Commons, claimed the title 
and the £500,000 of family heir- 
looms that go with it, when his 
uncle, George Dauglas-Hamfl- 
tou, the 10th Earl of Selkirk, 
died in 1994. 

But days later he renounced 
the House of Lords honour be- 
cause, he said, be did not want 
to resign from the Commons 
and force a by-election threat- 
ening John Major’s majority. He 
retains the courtesy title “Lord” 
as the son of a duke. 

After his sacrifice, the title lay 
vacant. Lord James, 53, as- 
sured relatives that it would stay 
in the immediate family when 
he died, passing to his 1 7-year- 
old son, John Andrew. But the 
old Etonian's plans were upset 
when his cousin Alasdair Dou- 
gJas-Hamilton challenged his 
right to be ennobled. 

Alasdair, 56, argues that he, 
and . not Lord James, is the 


rightful heir to the earldom. 
Late last year he lodged his 
claim at the Court of the Lord 
Lyon in Edinburgh, set up in 
1672 to settle genealogical dis- 
putes north of the border. 

Although the two cousins 
have avoided all but the most 
gentlemanly exchanges on the 
subject, the internal conflict in 
Scotland's most important aris- 
tocratic family has captivated 
polite society, anxious to see bat- 
tle joined in court 

The pinstripes of Scotland's 
“hooray Hamishes" were on 
bold display yesterday as the 
Lord Lyon, Sir Malcolm Rogn- 
vald Innes'of Edingight, began 
to hear the evidence. Through 
his counsel, Alasdair Douglas- 
Hamil tnn argued that a 300- 
year-old family document 
proved that he should inherit 
the title. 

The document known as a 
diploma, is contentious. Not 
only is It written in Latin, mak- 
ing it inaccessible to all except 
classical scholars, but there is 
doubt over its true meaning. It 
was drawn up by the first Earl 
of Selkirk, William Douglas, af- 
ter his family was joined with 
Scotland’s other great aristo- 
crats, the Hamiltons, when he 



Relative merits: Lord James Douglas-Hamilton (left), who Is defending his families right to the crest of the Earl of Selkirk against his cousin, Alasdair Douglas-Hamilton 


married Anne. Duchess of 
Hamilton, in 1656. 

Marriage meant that William 
became Duke of Hamilton as 
well as Earl of Selkirk. He 
thought it was wrong that one 
man should hold both titles and 
through the diploma he ensured 
that in future the earldom 


would always go to the younger 
brothers of the Duke of Hamil- 
ton. 

And so it did until 1994 when 
George Douglas-Hamilton 
died. His title could not revert 
to his brother, former Tory MP 
Lord Malcolm, because he was 
dead - the victim of a plane 


crash. As the younger brother 
of the current Duke of Hamil- 
ton, Angus, Lord James Dou- 
glas-Hamiiton, concluded the 
earldom was his. 

In court yesterday, however, 
counsel for Alasdair argued 
that the diploma made it dear 
that the succession should pass 


along the line of brothers - and, 
if necessary, sons of brothers - 
until the line was exhausted. As 
the son of the late Lord Mal- 
colm, he, and not Lord James, 
was entitled to the honour. 

But counsel for Lord James 
said it was wrong to skip a gen- 
eration: the title should rest with 


the man known in the Scottish 
Office as “the gent". After the 
hearing the two men insisted 
they were “still friends”. 

“What is important is that this 
business is sorted out absolutely 
and amicably,’' Lord James 
said. 

Judgment is expected in 


April. Whoever loses is likely to 
appeal to the Court of Session. 
Scotland's highest civil court, 
and, if necessary, to the House 
of Lords. 

For Lord James, the case 
could end in the place he sought 
to avoid when he renounced the 
title two years ago. 


Two youths arrested after 
doorstep killing of teenager 


WILL BENNETT. 

A man and a teenage boy were 
arrested yesterday by police 
hunting a gang who kicked and 
beat a teenager to death outside 
his home as he tried to stop 
them taunting his father. 

- Anthony Erskine, 19, a qui- 
et and slightly built shop assis- 
tant, was set upon in Stratford- 
upon-Avon, Warwickshire, on 
Wednesday evening and suf- 
fered appalling facial injuries. 

The teenager, who had in- 
tervened peaceably to stop the 
gang hudmg insults at Ins rather, 
Harry, died almost immediate- 
ly under a hail of blows. His 
family have been repeatedly 
persecuted by youths who set 
fire to their hedge and threw 
paint over their car. ' 

Yesterday afternoon, police 
wielding sledgehammers 
smashed their way into a house 
only 30 yards from theTSrskines’ 
home and arrested two males, 
one aged 20 and the other 15. 
A third man. aged 17, who was 
arrested shortly after the attack, 
was released on police bail. 

The death of Anthony, who 
was well liked and was regard- 


Erskine: Tr^ to 
stop gang taunting father 

ed as a model employee at 
Debenhams department store 
in Stratford-upon-Avon, where 
he was a stockroom assistant, 
left his family stunned and dis- 
believing. 

Ian Erskine, his twin broth- 
er, who has vowed never to cel- 


ebrate their birthday again, 
said: “My family and I were dev- 
astated at the sudden and un- 
necessary death of my brother 
Anthony which has complete- 
ly destroyed us. 

* “Anthony and I were very 
close. He was a quiet and gen- 
tle brother, loved by all his fam- 
ily and friends and all who 
knew him. . 

“The police’s job is only re- 
ally just beginning so I beg 
anyone who saw what hap- 
pened or who knows anything 
or has been told anything that 
might assist the police to come 
forward as soon as possible." 

Then in tears he added: 
"This is not a petty murder or 
a petty crime. My brother was 
murdered and no-one deserves 
any loyalty after that.” 

Shortly afterwards lan 
screamed and lunged at Lhe 
mother of one of the suspects 
when he met her by chance in 
Stratfbrd-uponAvon police sta- 
tion. He was retrained and po- 
lice officers led the shocked and 
crying woman into another 
room. 

Gary Erskine, 22, Anthony’s 
other brother, said: “All he was 


doing was trying to help his dad. 
Within 60 seconds of them 
kicking him and punching him, 
he was lying on the floor. 

“The argument was about 
nothing at all. They were just 
looking for a bit of fun, they go 
out and cause trouble. They 
were just pushing him around 
and swearing at him for a laugh. 

“Anthony just went outside to 
calm them down. He never 
hurt anybody. He had been 
picked on before and he always 
took Lhe peaceful option, always 
tried to calm it down.” 

Gaynor Taylor, a neighbour, 
ran to cry to help when she 
heard about the attack. She said; 
“There was no pulse and his 
lace was a mask of blood. It was 
very dark and his face had been 
so badly kicked in there was no 
way I could have given mouth 
to mouth.” 

Nick Bond, another neigh- 
bour, said: “The family would 
never argue back even though 
they were victimised. 

•They would just by to get on 
with things as best they could. 
Their hedge was even set on 
fire and paint was thrown on 
their car." 
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Boy, 15, held over Serial killer link to 
teacher’s murder Celine is ruled out 


JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent 

A 15-year-old boy was being 
held in custody test night after 
being arrested is connection 
with the murder of Philip 
Lawrence, the headmaster who 
was slabbed outside his school. 

The youth was seized at an 
address in Kentish TOwn, north 
London, and questioned at an 
unnamed police station in the 
centre of the capital 

He was also arrested in con- 
nection with, an alleged assault 
on a juvenile. This is believed 
to be the I3-year-old pup! 
whom Mr Lawrence was trying 
to protect from a gang of youths 
when he was murdered outside 
St George’s Roman Catholic 
School in Maida Vile, north- 
west Loudon, last month. 

The teenager, who is not a 


pupil at St George’s, was de- 
tained at 935am. Further arrests 
are expected Police described 
yesterday's development as 
“very significant". 

Mr Lawrence, 48, died on 
9 December, 12 hours after re- 
ceiving a single stab wound to 
the heart. Police believe he 
was killed after a dispute! 
between two teenage gangs. 

The youth being held canoe 
detained for 24 horns before po- 
lice must charge or re) ease him. 
Alternatively they can obtain a 
L2-hour extension from a senior 
police officer, but be can only 
be held after that with the 
approval of a magfeftate. 

Detectives investigating the 
murder have spent the Christ- 
mas period working through 
dozens of statements and ear- 
lier in the month travelled to 
Paris to question a witness. 


WILL BENNETT 

Detectives investigating the 
j murder of Celine Figard, the 
French student whose naked 
body was found near Worces- 
ter, said yesterday that they did 
not believe she was the victim 
of a serial killer. 

They also asked the public to 
look out for a bottle of cham- 
pagne which. Celine, 19, was giv- 
en during the journey to 
England. 

Detective Chief Superinten- 
dent John McCammont lead- 
ing the murder inquiry, said: “1 
would stress that at this stage 
there is no firm evidence what- 
soever to link Celine’s murder 
with any other investigations.” 

He said he was concerned by 
press speculation that the mur- 
der of Celine, who was beaten 
around the head and stran- 


gled, might be connected with 
the killings of several other 
women, most of them prosti- 
tutes, and that a serial killer 
might be responsible. 

A three-day meeting of offi- 
cers from nine police forces, 
held in December, to discuss the 
murders, had decided it was 
“most improbable” that the 
cases were linked. 

He said Celine had been giv- 
en a bottle of Pascal Chretien 
champagne as a gift in Fiance 
on her way to England. He con- 
tinued; “This particular type of 
champagne is not exported to 
anywhere in the world outside 
France and is not sold in this 
country. It is a 1993 vintage and 
only 60,000 bottles have been 
produced.” 

He asked anyone who had 
seen such a bottle to contact the 
police. 
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‘He scarcely reacted as the details of the 
alleged multiple murders were given’ 


STEPHEN WARD 

Legal Affairs Correspondent 


Britain’s first war crimes pros- 
ecution began in Surrey yes- 
terday as Szvmon Serafinorich. 
85, stood in the dock accused of 
the murder of Jews in German- 
occupied Eastern Europe more 
than 50 years ago. 

One of the four charges, re- 
lating to an alleged shooting in 
October 1941 in the village of 
Turets, Belarus, was dropped 
yesterday by the prosecution at 
the start of committal pro- 
ceedings at Dorking Magis- 
trates' Court. 

The charges that ihe defen- 
dant from Banstead, Surrey, still 
faces are firstly that on 4 No- 
vember 1941 inTurets he mur- 
dered an unknown Jew in 
circumstances constituting a vi- 
olation of the laws and customs 
of war. contrary to common law. 
The second and third charges 
are similar, relating to killings 
in the town of Mir on 9 No- 
vember 1941. and nearby Knra- 
iczne, between 31 December 
1941 and 1 March 1942. 

Seated in the dock yesterday, 
Mr Scraflnovich wore a short 
fur coat over a check shirt, 
pullover and corduroy trousers. 
Only his head, with' his white 
hair and gaunt cheeks, could be 
seen above the dock rail. 

When asked to confirm his 
name by the court clerk, he had 
to ask her to speak louder. He 
still has a pronounced accent, 
but a firm voice, despite his 
physical frailty. 

He scarcely reacted as the de- 
tails of the' alleged multiple 
murders were given, occasion- 
ally turning as S' to hear better, 
as John Nutting QC opened the 
case for the prosecution. 

Mr Nutting, who had to 
struggle with the pronunciation 
of place-names in four lan- 


guages, was surrounded at times 
by maps of the country, then a 
part of the Soviet Union in- 
vaded by the Nazis. 


Reporting restrictions were 
at lifted yesterday for the first 


case to come to court under the 
1991 War Crimes Act, which 
made il possible to try people 
in Britain for murder or 
manslaughter in German-oc- 
cupied territories even if they 
were not British at the time of 
the Second World War. 

A huge debate surrounded 
the Act. concerning the moral- 


ity and practicality of trials in 
which all witnesses and defen- 


which all witnesses and defen- 
dants are in old age. No other 
cases have been brought, de- 
spite a massive police investi- 
gation. 

Mr Serafinovich, who worked 
as a carpenter after arriving 
from England during the war. 
was arrested and charged in July 
1995, and is allowed to contin- 
ue living at his home on bail on 
condition that he does not at- 
tempt to obtain a passport. 

He has been granted legal aid, 
and retained counsel, William 
Clegg QC. 

This hearing will be one of the 
last “old-style" committal hear- 
ings where the defence can ask 
for witnesses to appear in per- 
son for cross-examination. The 
procedure is due to be abolished 
in favour of the procedure al- 
ready common where magis- 
trates assess from the 
statements on paper whether 
there is a strong enough case to 
commit for trial at a Crown 
Court or in this case the Old 
Bailey. 

The hearing was adjourned 
until 19 February. Witnesses to 
Lhe alleged crimes will come to 
Dorking from London, Poland, 
Israel. Russia, Belarus, South 
Africa, the United States, Cana- 
da and Australia. 




How men of 

Boxgrove ate 
raw rhino 


TOM WILKIE 

Science Editor 



Britain's oldest known inhabi- 
tant was a right-handed chinless 
wonder who killed and ate rhi- 
noceros and horses - raw. 

The Natural History Museum 

in London yesterday put on 

public display for the first time 
the 500 , 000 -year-old remains 
excavated at Boxgrove in West 
Sussex over a period of 10 years 
and at a cost of more than £lm. 

To the untuto red eye, the old- 
est human fragments found in 
Britain are meagre: one shin 
bone and two front teeth. But 
the Boxgrove people also left a 
litter of flint band-axes and an- 
imal bones from which the 

team of scientists have been able 

to deduce a wealth of detail 
about what the earliest Britons 
looked like, and how they lived 

Dr Simon Parfitt, from the In- 
stitute of Archaeology at Uni- 
versity College London, said 
“We think this was a waterhole, 
not a permanent site. They’ 
came to the waterhole to kill an- 
imals. cut them up and take 
them away.” The inhabitants of 
Boxgrove had a diet rich in red 
meat. The scientists have found 
more than 300 bones from rhi- 
noceros, deer, bison and hors- 
es at the site. 

The Boxgrove people lived 
when the climate was warmer 
than it is today, so that rhinoc- 
eros and other creatures long 
since extinct in Europe were 
common. 

Dr Parfitt said that although 
many parts of rhinoceros skele- 
tons had been found at the site. 


“all lhe limb bones have been 
taken away, presumably be- 
cause they had large amounts, 
of meat on them. It was a very 
precise butchery sequence. Un- 
hurried. They’d taken their 
time and knew what they were 
after.- The limb bones of the 
horses were also missing. So far 
there is no evidence that the 
meat was cooked. 

The plentiful cam borons 
diet contradicts some popular 
notions that early hunler-gath- 
erere had to go for long periods 
subsisting on berries and roots 
leavened with shellfish and the 
very occasional binge on meaL 

The two human teeth found 
in August and October last 
year fit together so precisely that 
the researchers believe they 
must be from the same indi- 
vidual, but not the owner of the 
shin bone which was found ai 
a slightly higher level. 

From the evidence. Dr Oiris 
Stringer, principal scientist of 
the human origins programme 
at the Natural History Museum, 
believes that the Boxgrove re- 
mains represent specimens of 
Homo heidelbergensis - a pre- 
decessor of the Neanderthals. 
One archaic feature of these re- 
mains is that although they had 
massive jaws they had no chin. 

The key to a definitive iden- 
tification would be to find the 
lower jawbone from which the 
two front teeth have fallen out. 
Bul, Dr Stringer said, English 
Heritage, which has financed 
the excavations so far. had not 
yet decided if it could afford 
to support more activity this 
summer. 


War charges: Szymon Serafinovich leaving his home in Surrey for court yesterday 


Photograph: Photopress 


Radio researchers ‘lose’ 4m listeners in new system 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 


The company set up to measure 
audiences for BBC and inde- 


audienccs for BBC and inde- 
pendent radio has pledged to 
continue with its new system of 
audience measurement - even 
though it has apparently mislaid 
about l million listeners each 
from Radios 1. 2, 3 and 4. 


The slump occurred when 
Radio Joint Audience Research 
I Rajar) changed its methodol- 
ogy toward the end of last year. 

Instead of asking 50,000 rep- 
resentative listeners to write by 
hand the names of the stations 
they listened to in the previous 
week in “listening diaries", it in- 
troduced lists of stickers pre- 
printed with station names. 


The move was aimed at sim- 
plifying the diaries following the 
increase in radio stations. But 
it had a different effect. Un- 
published results from Quarter 
Four - 18 September to 17 De- 
cember, when the methodolo- 
gy was first used - are 
understood to show Radios 1, 
2, 3 and 4 to have lost one mil- 
lion weekly listeners each. 


This amounts to an 8 per cent 
drop from the previous quarter 
for Radio 1 ; 12 per cent for Ra- 
dio 2, 38 per cent for Radio 3, 
and 11 percent for Radio 4. Cu- 
riously, Radio 5 was barely af- 
fected and retains almost all its 
4.8 mill ion audience. 

Drastic fells also occurred in 
the commercial sector. Virgin, 
Classic FM and Talk Radio are 


said to have lost about 700.000 
listeners each - a 19 per cent 
drop for Virgin, 18 per cent for 
Classic FM and 30 per cent for 
Talk Radio. Rajar admits the 
slump is due to the new system. 
A statement said: “A key prob- 
lem has been isolated as a fail- 
ure by respondents to stick in 
sufficient labels." 

The problem is that the new 


system apparently fails to ac- 
knowledge listeners who tune in 
only briefly io stations or listen 
involuntarily. But it has infuri- 
ated the radio industry, which 
relies on audience figures to pull 
in advertising. Radio One even 
threatened to pull out of Rajar. 


BuL despite pressure to revert 
to the old system, Rajar refus- 


to the old system, Rajar refus- 
es to change. 


On the bone: A scientist with one of the 500,000-year- 
old bones found at Boxgrove Photograph: Edward Sykes 
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is stripping Orange of 

its appeal. 
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■ ' ' ■ Cellphones Direct has 

range of mobile 
phones. Now, to celebrate 
1 996. we’ve introduced a new 
- ■ digital tariff, making the best even better. 
The new Personal World Extra tariff includes 50 minutes of calls per month 
and is billed by the second. You also get access to the Vodafone digital 
network, providing the best coverage, both in the UK and internationally. 

All this plus the highest quality mobile phones at significantly lower 
prices than Mercury 0ne20ne and Orange, adds up to the best way to 
connect yourself in 1996. Simply phone us with your credit card details to 
receive your phone within 4 working days. 
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Take a car and five to 
France for £10 with 





INDEPENDENT and R&Otgi. 

European Ferries 


W e would like to invite you to France 
for a baragin break a* day trip with 
a car phis five passengers for just £10. 

We have teamed up with P&O Euro- 
pean Ferries to offer readers of The in- 
dependent a range of sailings departing 
from either Dover or Portsmouth which 
may be taken until April 2, 1996. 

The Dover destination is Calais and the 
Portsmouth sailings wifi arrive at Cher- 
bourg and Le Havre. Both towns are ide- 
al for shopping, sight-seeing and gourmet 
eating and would make excellent bases 
for a short stay. 

Day trip departures from Sunday to 
Fridays, until 15 February. 19%, cost’flO 
for a car and up to five passengers. Each 
extra passenger costs £1 and foot pas- 
sengers also pay just £1. 

Day trip departures from Portsmouth 
on Friday nights and Dover on Saturdays 
cost £20 for a car and up to five passen- 
gers. The cost of extra passengers and foot 
passengers remains unchanged. 


Sailings from 16 Februaiy up till 2nd 
April. 1996, are £10 per car and £1 per 
passenger or £20 per car and £1 per pas- 
senger for Saturday sailings from Dover 
or Friday night sailings from Portsmouth. 

If you prefer to make an overnight stay 
in France, the cost of a 60-hour excur- 
sion is £39 for a car and up to five pas- 
sengers. Extra passengers pay £4 each. 
Friday night departures from Portsmouth 
and Saturday departures from Dover are 
subject to a £10 surcharge. These prices 
do not include accommodation. 

To qualify for these bargain prices you 
must collect four differently numbered 
tokens from the six we are publishing this 
week. Today we are publishing token five 
and we wifi give full details of how to take 
advantage of this offer, along with your 
final token, tomorrow. 

Full terms and conditions of this 
davtrip offerwill appear on the P&O Eu- 
ropean ferries Booking Request Form 
which wifi appear tomorrow. The offers 


are subject to availability for tickets 
wi thin the The Independent's readers al- 
location. A day return is defined as fol- 
lows: Dover/Calais route, return 
departure must be before midnight on the 
day of departure. From Portsmouth, re- 
turn departure must be within 24 hours 
of leaving the UK. 
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Angry admiral 
brands Portillo 

‘a little creep’ 


peter victor 

Sectary 

£; a S i a * e . f ?r Defence, was 
branded abtUecreep'’yesler- 

l a y^i e ^ eds eaLorden- 

raged by the impending sale of 
some of s°me of Britain's great 

a “ sl . oric "aval monuments. 

Admiral of the Fleet Lord 
HIll-Norton fiercely criticised 
plans to dispose of the Royal 
al Gre «nwich. the 
Uld ^Admiralty and Admiralty 

“I those nearer the seat 
of power will put up a robust de- 
fence. Admiralty Arch is an ex- 
tremely historic building and 
Old Admiralty even more so. It 
contains the Nelson Room and 
the Admiralty Boardroom, both 
of which are intrinsic pans of 
our mantime heritage. I would 
have thought that even a little 
creep like Mr Portillo would 
have understood that.” 

Lord Hill-Norton, Chief of 
the Defence Staff 1971-74. said 
he was not surprised by reports 
that estate agents had been 
asked to value Admiralty Arch, 
coining after the announce- 
ment of the sale of the Royal 
Naval College. 

In a reference to spending 
cuts al the Ministry of De- 
fence, he said: “If you reach a 
situation, which we have 
reached, where defence is run 
by the Chancellor of the Ex- 


chequer, this is what you cx- 
Lord Hill-Norton's com- 
ments came as reports 
circulated of the sale of Admi- 
ralty Arch, possibly to a foreign 
buyer, for up to £9m. 

The MoD has invited estate 
agents to value the arch, which 
serves as a portal to the Mall 
and has a superb view down the 
Mall to Buckingham Palace on 
one side and of Trafalgar 
Square on the other. 

Two years ago MoD staff va- 
cated the arch, which was built 
in 1910 as pan of the Queen 
Victoria memorial scheme. But 
it still contains the official res- 
idence of the First Sea Lord, at 
present Sir Jock Slater. 

With the Royal Naval College 
the arch holds great historical 
significance for navy personnel, 
who are furious about the pro- 
posed sales. 

The 18th-century Old Ad- 
miralty. which is in Whitehall, 
saw the planning of Britain's 
naval strategy against France. 
In 1806, Nelson's body was 
kept there overnight before be- 
ing taken to St Paul's Cathedral 

The Royal Naval College 
has been linked with the Navy 
for 300 years, first as a naval hos- 
pital and later as a training col- 
lege. Nelson's body lay in state 
there after Trafalgar, and it 
was where the Duke of York 
and the Duke of Edinburgh re- 
ceived their naval education. 


Ice cream wars 
inquiry ‘misled’ 
by Bird’s Eye 


DAVID HELUER 

Executives of Bird's Eye Wall's, . 
a subsidiary of Unilever, could 
face criminal prosecution as a 
result of allegations that they 
misled the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission in the 
early 1990s in its investigation 
into the ice cream market. 

It is believed that after a nine- 
month inquiry. John Bridge- 
man. director general of the 
Office of Fair Thi ding, has con- 
cluded that a prima facie case 
exists to pursue the case. 

The OFTs report has been 
sent to the Department of 
Trade and Industry, which will 
make a final recommendation 
on prosecution, according to this 
week's Economist magazi n e. If 
Ian Lang, the Seen; taiy of State 
for Trade and Industry, ap- 
proves a prosecution it will be 
the first such case under the 
1973 Fair Trading Act, which has 
penalties ranging from a fine to 
a two-vear jail sentence. 

Unfiever, which has a 70 per 
cent share of the £250m UK 
market for wrapped ice cream 
products, said yesterday that it. 
had been informed that the 
OFT had completed its inves- 
tigation and that the relevant 
papers and documents had 
been passed on to the Depart- 
ment of Thule and Industry. 

The allegations that execu- 
tives had misled the MMC 
came from Unilever’s com- 
petitors after the MMC con- 
cluded that Unilever’s huge 
share of the ice cream, market 
did not depend on any unfair 
trading practices- 

According to the Economist , 
the MMC agreed to this con- 
clusion after receiving Bird's 


Eye’s assurances that the firm 
had not forced retailers to buy 
. supplies only from its distribu- 
tors, rather than independent 
wholesalers. 

The MMC's report noted 
that Wadi's had explicitly con- 
firmed that “retailers were un- 
der no contractual obligation to 
obtain supplies exclusively from 
concessionaires* and that it 
had taken steps to “assure itself 
that no pressure was being 
brought to bear on retailers to 
buy only from concessionaires. 

According to the Economist. 
the OFT has concluded that 
these statements were untrue 
and that the Wall's executives 
who made them must have 
known they were untrue. 

The MMC agreed to allow 
the company to continue to ap- 
ply a condition that shops stock 
only Wall's brands to its loans 
of freezer cabinets. But the 
MMC agreed to this only after 
receiving the firm’s assurances 
that Will's had not sought to 
force retailers to buy supplies 
only from its distributors, rather 
than independent wholesalers. 

“From discussions our 
lawyers have had with the OFIj 
we do not believe that any 
decision to prosecute has been 
taken,*' a Unilever spokesman 
said yesterday. “The OFT has 
not given any. indication to us 
or any other party as to what 
conclusions they may have 
reached, in the lig ht of this and 
given that the OFT has made no 
public statement any suggestion 
or implication that Birds Eye 
Walls will be prosecuted is 
wholly without foundation.’’ 

The OFT said it had passed 
its report to the DTI but would 
make no further comment. 


DAILY POEM 


A 14-Year-Old Convalescent Cat 
in the Winter 

By Gavin Ewart 

/ want him to have another living summer; 

10 lie in the sun ami enjoy the douceur de vivre - 
because the sun, like golden rum in a rummer. 
is whot makes on idle cut un tout petit peu ivre - 

I want him to lie stretched mA contented, 
revetting in the heat, his fur all dry and warm, 
an OkLAge Pensfam retired. KStnped 
by no one, and happinesses in a beeake swarm 

to mite onhim-postpemedforawther season 

that last fated hatefid journey to the yet 
from which there is no return (and a& foewtson), 
which must soon come -as I cannot forget. 



month and GavinEwnts uermescem w* 

the public transport systom °f New York, baa rranosra, 
Dublin, Paris* Stuttgart and Oslo. 

HmchSon- taro Evi-ait died m October 1995- . 


A spokesman for the De- 
partment of the Environment, 
which is responsible for empty 
government buildings, said that 
the estate agent Knight Frank 
had been asked to come up with 
proposals for the future of Ad- 
miralty Arch. 

Schemes could include: “Any- 
thing and any kind of private fi- 
nance initiative,'' he said. It was 
also possible that another gov- 
ernment department could lake 
it over. 

An MoD spokesman said it 
would not comment on Lord 
Hill-Norton’s remarks: 

“This was said by somebody 
who is not now party of the min- 
istry and we don't make any re- 
action to discourtesies of that 
kind.’’ 



Life at the end of the pier M3® Paxman, an engineer, and his do g, Die sel, cm Golwim Bay Ptef™ ^°^'w^HTm*^fon^ n |Vterch hiS 3 fiotograSr 
derelict pfer in 1994 andara transfonnireg it to its former The initial phase of the £3mprqfect is due for completion in March morograpn. 
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Who’d have thought that lOOg of luscious, lean, trimmed lamb leg steak could 
contain just 9.4g of fat compared with the 10.8g found in two poached eggs (lOOg).' 

It makes good nutritional sense to include lean red meat as part of a balanced 
diet. Most of the fat is visible so it’s easy to remove and, of course, you lose v. V'._V 
none of the essential nutrients because they are contained in the lean parts. 

So if you’ve been thinking about further healthy eating ideas, we may have 
cracked it for you. 
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Call for tougher Final tribute to knife-attack police office 
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action to cut 


urban sprawl 


,y 
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NICHOLAS SCHOON 

Environment Correspondent 

Britain's cities and towns will be- 
come increasingly sprawling 
and suburban in character, in 
spite of recent government poli- 
cies intended to safeguard 
remaining countryside from de- 
velopment, two researchers 
warned yesterday at the Royal 
Geographical Society’s annual 
conference in Glasgow. 

The environmentalists' and 
the Government's shared desire 
to have compact high -density 
cities - more European than 
American in character - with 
highly efficient, well-used pub- 
lic transport systems squeezing 
out the private car, would not 
be realised without far tougher 
policies, Michael Brefaeny, a 
town planner, and lan Gordon, 
a geographer, both of Reading 
University, said. 

The move out of town that 
has already taken place, grow- 
ing reliance on the private car 
and people's demand for more 
personal space as they became 
more affluent were all spread- 
ing Britain's urban areas more 
thinly, they said. 

John Glimmer, Secretary of 
State for the Environment, has 
said he wants to halt the spread 
of out-of-town shopping centres. 


Last year the Government pro- 
duced planning guidance for lo- 
cal councils which asks them to 
refuse permission for large new 
commercial and leisure devel- 
opments which can only be 
reached by private car. 

His overall aim is to plan 
towns which cut the need 
to travel by private car to 
work, shop and play, thereby 
controlling pollution ana 
congestion. 

At the same time, the Gov- 
ernment is wrestling with the 
problem of where to house 
more than 3 million new house- 
holds expected to form be- 
tween now and 2011. In last 
year’s housing White Paper, 
the Government said that by 
2005 half of all new homes 
should be built on reused land 
“All these policies are well- 
meaning. even radical,'' Pro- 
fessor Breheny said “But they 
wQI make little difference with- 
out deterring private car use 
more directly.” 

The researchers say there is 
a strong case for building new 
houses on derelict sites. For 
these tend to be in the big 
conurbations which are often 
suffering population decline 
and where the social infra- 
structure of schools, shops and 
hospitals already exists. 


But the demand for new 
homes is often low in these ar- 
eas and they are the last places 
where commercial house- 
builders want to build Instead, 
demand is at its highest in 
smaller towns where there are 
few derelict riles and hitense lo- 
cal opposition to new homes in 
the countryside or on playing 
fields and allotments. Places like 
Reading and Milton Keynes 
have had very rapid household 
growth over the past quarter- 
century and the children who 
grew up in them will fuel more 
growth for the next few decades. 

“For some counties tike 
Cambridgeshire, it probably 
will be an unfolding night- 
mare," Professor Breheny said 
The researchers believe that if 
the target for building on 
derelict sites is to be hit there 
will have to be strong incentives 
for house-builders. “They will 
resist to the last," Professor Bre- 
heny said Having examined 
data on fuel prices and urban 
densities in 32 cities around the 
world, they also believe higher 
petrol taxes can achieve far 
more than town planning. 

"The planning system can 
only deliver limited things very 
slowly. Doubling the price of 
petrol could have a much 
greater effect,” they conclude. 


A police officer who spent five 
months in a coma after being 
stabbed in a sweetshop raid was 
buried with full service honours 
yesterday at St Stephen's 
Church, Dulwich, south-east 
London. 

Top police officers attended 
the funeral of PC George Ham- 


mond, who never folly recov- 
ered from the injuries he re- 
ceived 11 years ago when he 
tackled a teenager with a knife. 

The Metropolitan Police 
Commissioner, Sir Paul Con- 
don, and his predecessor. Sir Fte- 
ter Imbert, headed a group of 
senior officers at the funeral. 



Last respects: Police officers stand in line to remember PC Hammond after the funeral service in Dulwich yesterday 


followed by a private burial at 
Camberwell Old Cemetery: - 

Mr Hammond was 47 when 
he-chanced across a robbery as 
he stopped to buy some ciga- 
rettes on his way back to Peck- 
ham police station. 

He was stabbed in the stom- 
ach with a 10- inch knife as he 


tackled Christopher Ogleton, 
17: who had juk robbed the 
shopkeeper of £7. Ogleton was 
later sentenced to nine years’ 
-youth custody. . 

. Mr Hammond lay in a coma 
for five months, had five major 
. operations ami heeded a kidney 
transplant and a heart bypass 


operation. Mr Hammond, a fa- 
ther of three, returned to desk 
duties 17 months after (he 

attack, but was never able to re- 
turn to full duties and retired 
from the force in 1990. 

He died last month in King's 
College Hospital, London, at 
the age of 58. 







BBC steps up security 
to protect lottery draw 


REBECCA FOWLER 

The BBC has introduced extra 
security measures to protect the 
studio which broadcasts the 
National Lottery draw, which 
this week sees a record jackpot 
of£35m. 

• The organisers are deter- 
mined that the National Lottery 
Live show - which is expected 
to attract record viewers and 
may even overtake the 23 mil- 
lion who watched the Princess 
of Wales's interview —should not 
be disrupted. 

The studio was dosed off yes- 
terday and only a handful of 
personnel who work there were 
allowed in. Extra security 
guards have been brought into 
the Television Centre to protect 
it, the invited studio audience 
has been vetted and issued spe- 
cial passes, and there is an 
emergency contingency plan. 

“We want to make sure there 
are no problems, because some- 
one might just be loopy enough 
to try something,” the BBC 
said. The special operation to 


protect the draw has been over- 
seen by Nefl Dickens, director 
of security for Camelot, the lot- 
tery operator. He will also or- 
ganise the 'transportation of 
the coloured balls for tire draw, 
currently sealed away at a sep- 
arate location from the ma- 
chines, which are. in storage 
monitored by Price Water- 
house. the accountancy firm, at 
the BBC 

Mr Dickens said: “We have 
emergency procedures which we 
have rehearsed in the last cou- 
ple of weeks just in case any 
thing goes wrong. There are ex- 
tra machines and there is a se- 
cret site on standby in case the 
draw could not take place at the 
BBC for any reason.” 

The National Lottery Live 
usually attracts audiences of 13 
million, but its ratings are ex- 
pected to rise dramatically this 
weekend, surpassing the first 
show, which was watched by 
20.2 million. 

The record jackpot has al- 
ready attracted a 40 per cent in- 
crease in the sale of lottery 


tickets in some outlets and 
more than nine out of 10 peo- 
ple may play this weekend, 
which makes it potentially the 
single greatest collective event 
in the history of Britain. 

Virginia Bottomley, the Sec- 
retary of State for National 
Heritage, yesterday defended 
the jackpot , which has been 
fiercely criticised especially by 
the Church, which condemned 
it- as obscene. 

Mrs Bottomley said the size 
of the prize was pari of the fun 
and attracted more players. 

“Because it's a big jackpot 
this week, something like 15 per 
cent to 20 per cent more peo- 
ple will play and £5ra more is 
likely to be raised for good caus- 
es. That would be enough to re- 
furbish every church in the 
country,** Mrs Bottomley said. 

"To reduce the size of the 
jackpot at the moment, the ev- 
idence is that it would reduce 
the amount coining through 
for good causes ... Nine out of 
10 people are likely to play and 
my sympathies are with them." 


Terry Tarot 
gives away 
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PsyCh0l< ®' Conference: Business counselling 'overrated' 

Quacks’ prey on the 
fears of employers 


BARRIE CLEMENT 

cSTiS,^ moved “to the 

SSSSSf bus,ncss ’ wrongly 

claiming they can raiiicaie leS 
action taken by stressed work- 
ers against their 

5S3f a * s - fc “i SmJS 

according to a consultant busi- 
ness psychologist. 

„ rt f I f v,ders of the so-called 
employee assistance pro- 
grammes are taking advantage 
of growing fears among com- 
pames that they can be siied by 

fc^Si. Su£f £i niie from men ‘al 
health problems, Carolyn Hich- 
ley told the annual occupa- 
tional psychology conference of 
the British Psychological Soci- 
ety m Eastbourne. 

Generally the programmes 
were “overrated” and were only 
ofreai and long-lasting benefit 
when they were part of a co- 


herent attempt by manage ment 
to change working conditions 
and organisational culture lo 
minimise stress, she said. 

Fears over litigation have 
grown since a social work man- 
ager from Northumberland last 
year became the first British em- 
ployee to successfully sue his 
employer after suffering two 
nervous breakdowns. 

Around 250 British compa- 
nies have now “bought in" 
counselling services and the 
number of major providers has 
doubled lo 15 in three years. 

Miss Highley estimated that 
around 20 per cent of counsel- 
lors employed by programme 
providers were insufficiently 
qualified. The minimum qual- 
ification was the British Asso- 
ciation of Counselling dipl oma 
which required a year’s study. 

Around 1 2 per cent of coun- 
sellors had received virtually no 
training. Among those with no 


qualifications were former per- 
sonnel officers and occupa- 
tional health nurses. 

Much of the advice provided 
concerned issues that would 
normally be dealt with by Citi- 
zens* Advice Bureaux, including 
queries on legal and financial 
matters. Only 22 per cent of the 
cases encountered in the 
“bought-in” programmes in- 
volved work-re laled issues, Mbs 
Highley found in her study, 
which was sponsored by the 
Health and Safety Executive and 
carried out at the University of 
Manchester Institute of Sci- 
ence and Technology (Umist). 

The counselling programmes 
normally cost employers around 
£25 per employee each year, but 
the price could be anywhere be- 
tween £15 and £45. Typically the 
consultancies provided a “help- 
line'' and up to eight individual 
face-to-face sessions. 

Where counsellors were in- 


adequately trained ihey were 
unlikely to get at the root of the 
problem. An employee who 
said he was having difficulties 
with his wife might fail to men- 
tion that he had been working 
long hours which had caused the 
problem in the first place. 

Miss Higfrley, who carried out 
the research in conjunction 
with Cary Cooper, of Umist, 
found that employees who re- 
ceived counselling took sick 
leave on fewer occasions and 
felt more healthy. 

However, they did not report 
more job satisfaction or feel less 
stressed. This suggested that no 
fundamental change had been 
introduced. “The programmes 
work, but in a very limited way. 
Companies are bringing them 
in for the wrong reasons. I do 
think organisations should bring 
them in, but they ought to be 
aware of their limitations.” said 
Miss Highley. 


Music’s symphony for whingers 


BARRIE CLEMENT 

Beneath the superficial har- 
mony of the typical symphony 
orchestra, there is a seething 
cauldron of resentment and 
antagonism, the conference 
heard. 

As in most organisations, 
different sections of musical 
ensembles attracted widely 
different personalities. 

The string players tend to 
think of themselves as “sensi- 
tive, competitive and inse cure”, 
while the other musicians regard 
them as “grumpy, arrogant and 
weird”. 

Brass players believe them- 
selves “gregarious, loud and 
jovial”, while their colleagues 
are slightly more derogatory - 
seeing them as loud, extrovert, 
macho beer drinkers. 

Perhaps the most pejorative 
remarks were reserved for con- 
ductors. One musician in an un- 
named but famous orchestra 
described them as a “foul 
breed” They were, “over-paid , 
and short of talent” and it was 
about time “these expensive 
front men” were exposed. The 



Discord: Conductors (such as Claudio Abbado, pictured) 
are the musicians most loathed by their colleagues 


musician complained that he 
was paid £82 for a concert 
while the conductor earned 
£16.000. 

In a paper presented to the 
conference. Richard Kwiat- 
kowski of the University of 
East London argued that the 


sub-culture of the typical or- 
chestra was increasingly repli- 
cated in industry. 

Most ensembles were free- 
lance and the musicians were at 
the beck and call of the “fixer” 
who decided who was chosen to 
play in a concert. 


news 




lit 








■ ‘..OStL.V: 


- v 












“The fixer is all-powerful. 
Perhaps we are seeing in the 
orchestra the logical conse- 
quences of current theories of 
future organisations.” 

Competition is fierce within 
the orchestra, .Mr Kwiat- 
kowski found. Status is denot- 
ed by position - the further for- 
ward and the closer to the 
outride, where you can be seen, 
the better. 

“Everyone can hear how well 
you are performing, and if you 
are not doing well it is under- 
stood that a fellow musician will 
point this out to the section prin- 
cipal, who will tell the fixer and 
the next time a concert is being 
arranged you will amply not be 
telephoned. 

“Thus if your performance is 
below par. you will Jose your 
livelihood.” 

Mr KwiatkowsJd compared it 
with the experiences of dock- 
yard workers in the 1930s wait- 
ing for work from the foreman. 
He said the ordinary work- 
place was now catching up with 
the way employment has been 
organised in the performing 
arts for many hundreds of years. 


Trunk call: Dr Peter Holmes on Bredon Hill, looking for signs of the violet click beetle Photograph: Russell Sach 

Happy landing for jumping beetle 


RICHARD SMITH 

English Nature is set to spend 
£15,000 planting 300 trees lo 
help save a rare jumping bee- 
tle from extinction in Britain. 

The money will be used to 
preserve a Midlands beauty 
spot which inspired a poem by 
A E Housman, thereby making 
it a safe haven for the violet dick 
beetle. 

Experts fear that unless such 
action is taken, the tiny creature 
will eventually be wiped out on 
Bredon Hill in Hereford and 
Worcester - one of its two 
remaining breeding sites in 
England. 

Until now the beetle has 
found an ideal home among the 
ancient ash, field maple, beach 
and oak trees growing on B re- 
don's hillside scrub and chalk 
grassland which has remained 
unploughed for centuries. But 
the beetle’s lifeline - the next 


generation of mature open 
woodland — is almost oon-eris- 
lenL Many of the trees were old 
even at the end of the last cen- 
tury, when in Bredon HiB Hous- 
man wrote: 

In summertime on Bredon 
The hells they sound so clear. 
Round both the shires they ring 
them 

In steeples far and near. 

A happy noise to hear 
Dr Pfeter Holmes. English 
Nature’s conservation officer for 




Rare breed: A close look 
at the violet dick beetle 


the region, said: “The violet 
click beetle is so rare that we 
know little about its lifestyle and 
the adult has only been seen five 
or six times. But it seems to live 
in a soup-like mixture where 
birds have nested, squirrels 
have died and fungus grows in 
hollow trees with leaf litter. 

“So much modern woodland 
is too dense for these inverte- 
brates. but Bredon Hill has 
been tree-covered for centuries 
and the landscape profile is the 
nearest thing we have to an 
ancient woodland habitat. 

“There is also hawthorn on 
the hill, which provides nectar 
for these rare species to feed on 
and a place to meet and mate 
when they come out of the 
dead wood in spring. 

“But the lack of young trees 
means the violet dick beetle 
would certainly disappear from 
Bredon if it was not for the 
action we are taking now. They 


would only survive as long as the 
current generation of veteran 
ash.” 

Most of 380-hectare Bredon 
Hill is privately owned and 
English Nature has been work- 
ing closely with farmers who use 
it for grazing cattle and sheep. 
Some ash are being pollarded 
to hasten maturity and violet 
click beetle larvae has been 
found on 17 trees. 

Altogether 67 scarce species 
of beetles, including the rare 
blood red ampedus rufipennis. 
have been found on the hillside. 

The violet dick beetle owes 
its name to the sound made by 
a spring-like appendage which 
enables it to leap a foot high and 
escape from predators. 

The European Union Gris the 
half-inch-long beetle - which is 
also found in Windsor Great 
Park - on a directive naming 
scarce species which are cause 
for international concern. 





ADVERTISEMENT 


Can you spare just 7 minutes a day 
to have a flat, firm, sexy stomach? 


I f the answer is yes, I have 
wonderful news about my 
new Video that can give you 
the kind of fiat stomach that will 
be the envy of everyone. 

My name is Jill Knipp. 1 am a 
Certified Personal Trainer and I 
ham developed a new Stomach 
Flattening Video containing 7 
simple stomach exercises dot 
lake! minutes to complete. Yes, 
.-just 7nrinmes - abourthe time it 
takes to make breakfast or tabs a 
.shower,; 

I promise you tbatifyou devote 
just. 7 minutes a day to -these - 
simple exercises you can have a 
fiat, firm, attractive midsectioa 
faster than you ever dreamed 
possible. 

Why this belly-flattening 
video works in just 
7 minutes a day 
The abdominal exercises in my 
Video work ONLY your abdom- 
inal muscles. They ck> not work 
your back, neck or other parts of 
your body- The 7 simple exercis- 
es in my Video automatically 
arget your abdominal muscles - 
and; only your abdominal 
muscles. 

My Video guarantees you a 
perfect abdominal workout 

every time —all in just 7 minutes. 

Ami these exercises are safe, 
effective, fun -and they work. 
The 7 stomach exercises in my 
Video wifi smooth out firm .and 
flatten the muscles in your 
tnidsection. But not all abdomi- 
nal exorcises do this. 

Some abdominal exercises can 
actually build your abdominal 
muscles - this is why many 
people, who start stomach- 
reducing programmes often 
DO NOT get rid of their gut 
'despite doing hours of grueling 
exercises. . 

. lean assure you this WTLL NOT 
happen by doing any oftheexer- 
ci&esin my 7 minute abdominal 
workout Video. With my Video 
you will quickly notice that your 
clothes fit better and your friends 
and family will likely comment 
on how good you look. 
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It’s like haying your own 
personal trainer come to 
your home 

With my new Video, it’s like hav- 
ing your own persona) trainer 
come to your home everyday. 
You simply slide my Video into 
your VCR and I will show yew 
exactly how to do the 7 abdomi- 
nal exercises* I will personally 
guide you through the program- 
me. You can see for yourself how 
to do each exercise - so you wifi 
be sure that you are doing them 
•properly and getting die maxi- 
mum riomach-shmming benefits. 
These abdominal exercises are so 
effective in getting rid of a pot 
belly and slimming your midsec- 
tipn that doing more than the 7 
minutes of exercises would prob- 
ably be a waste of time. The 7 

simple exercises in *e Video are 

afl you need to have the firm, 
right, sexystoroach that everyone 
wants but few are able to achieve. 
If you were to hire your own per- 
sonal trainer it would cost you 
hundreds if not thousands of 
pounds - and the results would 
not equal the resuhs you can 
expect to achieve with my Video. 
That’s because not all trainers 
know about the incredible results 
that cai be attained frammy sim- 
ple 7 minute abdominal workouL 
Aud my abdominal exercise 
Video has many other advan- 
tages. For example, you will 
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know for sure that you are doing 
each exercise properly. And you 
will know for sure that you are 
devoting the proper time to each 
exercise. And most important I 
will be right there guiding and 
encouraging you all the way. I 
promise 1 will flatten your pot 
belly and slim your midsection 
so quickly and easily that you 
won’! believe your eyes. A firm, 
fiat stomach makes you look and 
fed belter. Your posture often 
improves and nagging back 
problems often disappear. 

Free Bonus 

My Video is only £ 1 935 (plus £3 
postage and handling) and it's 
worth every penny and more. 
But there’s more! As a FREE 


BONUS I will include my 7 
Minute Buttock Shaping video 
programme. This programme is 
designed to give your buttocks 
that shapely, firm-as-steel look. 
Shapely buttocks can be the sex- 
iest part of a person’s body. But 
there’s even more! I will also in- 
clude my 7 Minute Leg-Shaping 
video programme. This prog- 
ramme shows you simple exer- 
cises that will trim, tone and 
form your legs - both your thighs 
and calves. This whole package 
normally sells for £39.95. But if 
you order now you get all three 
programmes on one convenient 
video for my one low price. 

My video must work 

- or you pay nothing 

I am so sure that you will be 
pleased with ray Video, 1 have 
absolutely no reservations about 
offering you a no-questions-asked 
money-back guarantee good for a 
full 60 days after you receive the 
Video. If you are not 100 percent 
happy with the Video simply 
return it for a refund. Please place 
your order now. 7b order, simply 
fifi out the coupon below and rearm 
it to my publishers, Carnell pic - 
your Video will be rushed to you. 
Remember you get the 7 Minute 
Stomach-Flattening programme 
plus the Buttocks and Leg 
Shaping programmes as a free 
bonus. Order today - now, while 
you are thinking about iL 
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rTrcjiDKmpp, Carnell pic, DeptSFV3,Alrerford, 
l nt Cofcfaeste-, Essex C078AP or telephone oor 24 hour Wjj 
{ (^^mQU^S25^(qumgr^emceno.SFV4). 
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“You’re not sure your 
health insurance will pay 
my bill, are you?” 


.T&C S&ClJi -S? b 
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Data now, buying a cheaper private 
beattfcptaa has ma&Ht comprowWng 
on the amount of com you get tat 


Primacare, a new pofley from Prime 
Beatth, actually gves you comprehen- 
sive cow -at a tmdgrt price. 

So, If yoaYe buying a paficy, ask 
yourself: does it cover aot-pstiMt 
treatment, Bke spectafist ceosafta- 
fieos? Dees it $ve you immediate 
access to private tre atm ni it? Does ft 
guarantee fsB paymaat of surgeons’ 
and anae sthetists ’ feesP Will it pay for 
afteraains madfenM? 

Prima car e gives you sB this, te 
fact, ire behove it to be the best deal 
emteafly an the market Why sot 
svftcfc immediatoly? Yoa caa be 
covered the moment you contact oar 
Customer Advisers aa 8880 77 99 55. 

Prime Health 

A member of the Standard life Group 
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Call Prune Beatth on 0800 77 99 55 s or fffl in the coupon. j 

Title first name £-^>3 

PHASE U5E BL0CX CAHWS , « 
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If yosafready baw priwto medical insurance ^ 
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Please post to (do stamp rapared) Prime Health linafted, FB&P0ST, 

S8 3042 Stockport, Cheshire SK2 BYG. M01 504 NG 




Russian forces 


<* 


ignoring 
nuclear risks’ 


PHIL REEVES 

Moscow 


Russia's giani military estab- 
lishment. Jong accused by 
environmentalists of scandalous 
laxity in its handling of 
radioactive materials, has come 
under fire from a top official of 
the Russian nuclear safety in- 
spectorate. who warns that its 
sloppy methods and lack of ex- 
ternal' monitoring amount to an 
“extreme radiation risk". 

In a blistering article in 
hvestia. Alexander Kanygin. a 
regional representative with the 
State Committee for Atomic 
Safety Supervision (Gosatom- 
nadzor), painted a chilling pic- 


Nonvegian border for more 
than 30 years. 

In his article, Mr Kanygin, a 
former Red Army colonel who 
held a senior post in its 
radioactive and biological war- 
fare department, accused the 
military of failing adequately to 
train staff, protect hazardous 
materials or analyse potential 
damage to people and the en- 
vironment. If radioactive equip- 
ment is lost, “nobody looks for 
it; it is simply wiitien off. he 
alleged. 

Although the military has al- 
ways staunchly resisted outside 
inspection, ihe controversy 
gathered pace six months ago 
when President Boris Yeltsin is- 


radioactive materials as top se- 
cret - including details of the 
roads along which waste is trans- 
ported and where it is disposed 
of The President’s order has cre- 
ated a “dangerous loophole" in 
the regulatory system, he said, 
adding that Russians now face a 
greater danger from their own 
army than from any outride en- 
emy. “If there is no strict civil con- 
trol ... many could suffer. The 
ominous “a hour can come.” 

Although the military seem 
certain to shrug off his attack, 
it will serve to confirm the 
many warnings issued by envi- 
ronmental agencies, which have 
watched one radiation-related 
crisis after another unfold in the 
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Russian military' installations, 
singling out a gung-ho attitude 
to the handling and storage of 
radioactive waste. 

T7ie broadside is the latest 
skirmish in a war between 
Gosaiomnadzor officials and 
Russia's powerful generals over 
the right to monitor the mili- 
tary's efforts to store or dispose 
of radioactive materials, an 
issue which has become in- 
creasingly critical as the country* 
dismantles its vast and often 
decrepit Cold War machine. 

The scale of the problem be- 
came clear in November when 
Bcllona. the Norwegian envi- 
ronmental group, released 
pictures of dozens of spent fuel 
containers from an early Russ- 
ian nuclear submarine, each 
allegedly as radioactive as last 
year's first French nuclear test 
in the Pacific, which have been 
sitting in a dump near the 


tomnadzor of its formal right to 
monitor the handling of nuclear 
waste at mUilacv installations. 
Supervisory duties were trans- 
ferred to the Ministry of De- 
fence - in effect, allowing the 
culprits to police themselves. 

Gosatomnadzor executives 
were horrified, not least because 
of the military's dismal stan- 
dards. Last year their annual 
safety review (for 1994) of Rus- 
sia's nuclear sector demanded 
that the Ministry of Defence 
slop dumping radioactive waste 
into the sea. and make imme- 
diate improvements across a 
range of activities, from han- 
dling spent nuclear fuel to 
dismantling decommissioned 
submarines. 

According to Mr Kanvgin, 
Mr Yeltsin's decree had" the 
added disadvantage of allowing 
the generals to classify all infor- 
mation about potentially lethal 


viei Union. 

Be Ilona’s experience while in- 
vestigating the scandal of the 
spent submarine fuel rods un- 
derscores Mr Kalygin’s com- 
plaints about the military's 
passion for secrecy. The secu- 
rity service, the FSB, raided the 
group's premises in Murmansk 
and St Petersburg, seizing com- 
puters and documents, and ha- 
rassed its Russian assistants. 

When Greenpeace asked the 
naval authorities for permission 
to check radiation levels chi pub- 
licly accessible land outside the 
perimeter of bases, the requests 
were abruptfy denied. A Green- 
peace spokesman in Moscow 
yesterday said that the navy* used 
to send its radioactive waste for 
processing to Chelyabinsk-65, a 
closed city in the southern 
Urals, but now lacks the mon- 
ey to do so. “This is a huge prob- 
lem. which is out of control." 
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Snowed under: A Ukrainian soldier at Kiev airport prepares the red carpet for William Perry, US Secretary of 
Defense, before his arrival yesterday for a two-day visit Photograph: refrem Lukatsky/AP 
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China seeks 
to make the 


Internet toe 


party line 


TERESA POOLE 

Peking 
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China has wasted no time in 
adding its voice to internation- 
al calls to curtail access to in- 
formation through the Internet. 

A joint statement from the 
Central Committee of the Com- 
munist Party and the State 
Council this week warned that 
pornography and “harmful ma- 
terials" had entered cyberspace. 
“We must take effective mea- 
sures to deal with this," it de- 
clared, giving no indication of 
what those measures might be. 

It was not the first time that 
China's leaders had admitted 
concerns about the power of the 
Internet in an authoritarian so- 
ciety, while also realising that in- 
formation technology is the 
key to the country’s economic 
development 

It was only last May that com- 
mercial access to the Internet 
became available in China, pro- 
vided by the Ministry of Ifrsts 
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important thing in running 
newspapers is to uphold the par- 
ty* and political line.” It is not a 
view that is current among ex- 
iled Chinese dissidents as they 
meet in cyberspace or in the Ti- 
bet information news groups. 

In June, China's Minister of 
Posts and Telecommunications, 
Wu Jiehuan, said the govern- 
ment would limit access of Chi- 
nese users “to some Internet 
information”. He added: “By 
linking with the Internet, we do 
not mean the absolute freedom 
of information.” He did not ex- 
plain how China might stop it, 
but did say that foreign firms will 
continue to be banned from 
providing information services. 
Besides tears of free exchange 
of information, the government 
is worried foreign information 
services would quickly a grab 
market share from China’s own 
domestic news agencies. 

There are more than 2 mil- 
lion personal computers in Chi- 
na, and the official Xinhua 
news agency forecast that In- 
ternet users would have risen to 
100.000 by the end of 1995. Such 
is the popularity of the Internet 
that access to the system is now 
regularly dogged. Under a deal 
with Sprint, the first quarter of 
this year will see access capac- 


ity tripled in Peking. This year 
wD also see more cities brought 
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Jiang: Ordered newspapers 
to uphold official policy 
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Right now our beautiful kitchen 
cabinets are deliciously tempting 
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and Telecommunications in as- 
sociation with Sprint, the US 
telecommunications company. 
The growth has been exponen- 
tial. Between March and July 
the number of Internet users in 
China jumped from 3,000 to 
40,000. while the number of 
computers with access rose 
from 400 to 6.000. Until then, 
access to the Internet had been 
largely confined to academics 
and university researchers 
linked to a system set up by 
Qinghua University in Peking. 

For a country* where news 
management is a well-defined 
art and foreign radio broadcasts 
are regularly jammed, the free 
flow of traffic down the infor- 
mation highway poses a daunt- 
ing challenge. Just this week. 
President Jiang Zemin, on a vis- 
it to the Liberaiion Army Daily, 
held forth on his opinion of 
news values: “The most 


wiU also see more cities brought 
on-line. 

Even the Chinese govern- 
ment realises that information 
technology is one of the keys to 
the country’s modernisation, 
and has earmarked the sector 
for rapid development - even if 
it has not quite worked out how 
it will maintain control. “Good 
use of the Internet is of great 
importance to increase global 
information exchanges, pro- 
mote economic construction 
and development science,” this 
week's statement said. It is also 
good for spreading official pro- 
paganda. 

Earlier this year, the China 
Accounting Office teamed up 
with a Hong Kong company to 
release the monthly Slate Sta- 
tistics Bureau figures and oth- 
er government information on 
to the Internet “to help the 
world know more- about China”. 

One answer from Peking’s 
point of view is indirect access, 
as intended by China Internet 
Corporation, a company con- 
trolled by Xinhua news agency. 
This Hong-Kong based com- 
pany wfli select and translate 
business and economic infor- 
mation on the Internet and de- 
liver it to corporate subscribers 
in China. 
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Mr Clean 
waste 
Ms hands 
of Italy 


A ntonio Di Pietro, the mag- 
istrate who began the 


/\istraie who began the 
"Clean Hands” anti-corruption 
drive in Italy, is washing his 
hands of his ••ungrateful” coun- 
try'. “Now all I want is to be for- 
gotten,” he wrote in his column 
in the magazine “This was 

the first wish I put -under the 
tree of the saddest Christmas of 
my life.” 

The former Milan prosecu- 
tor became a symbol of right- 
eousness when he beaded the 
three-year investigation, in 
which more than 3,000 politi- 
cians, bureaucrats and busi- 
ness people were implicated in 
corruption, and heads rolled in 
the Socialist and Christian De- 


mocratic parties. 

But on 20 December prose- 
cutors asked that Mr Di Pietro 
be indicted for allegedly ex- 
torting favours. He denies any 
wrongdoing, attributing the 
chorees to a political vendetta. 
“It is the price I have had to pay 
for mv stubborn determination 
to proceed with the Clean 
Hands . investigation at ail 
costs,” he wrote. “I knew from 
the start that they would make 
me pay for it" 

A judge is to examine the 
case next month and decide if 
Mr Di Pietro should he sent for 
trial. Hie allegations have end- 
ed his plans to enter politics. 
“Ours is an ungrateful country.” 
he said, “and wen if time 
proves me right. 1 have nothing 
more to say or to give, as a pros- 
ecutor or as a citizen.” 


ihristian Brando is to be re- 
leased from prison next 


Wednesday after serving near- 
ly five years for killing his sis- 
ter’s lover. “He will be paroled 
to the Los Angeles area next 
week.” said a spokesman fer the 
California Department of Cor- 
rections. “He will, in ail likeli- 
hood. be picked up privately and 
go to wherever.” 

Wherever’ may or may not 
be the scene of the crime, the 
home of his father. Marlon. 
Christian. 37. pleaded guilty to 
manslaughter in the May 1990 
shooting of Dag DrolleL lover 
of his half-sister Cheyenne, and 
was sentenced to 10 years. 

He had told the court that he 
had been angry with Drollel for 
allegedly beating Cheyenne, 
who was pregnant, and had 
killed him accidentally in a 
struggle. Cheyenne later gave 
birth to a son. who is being 
raised by Drollct's parents in 
Tahiti, where Cheyenne hanged 
herself last spring. 


XT Fho's got the cutest dimples 
V V in South Africa No con- 
test, says the South African 
edition of Cosmopolitan maga- 
zine, which named Nelson 
Mandela, 77, the roost eligible 
and sexy man in the couture. 
“Currently divorcing, the 
world's favourite president is 
about to become South Africa's 
most eligible bachelor," the 




Mandela: Dimpled favourite 
of South Africa’s ‘Cosmo’ 


magazine said. “He's every- 
thing a woman could ever want 
in a man — mega-powerful, 
kind, modest, considerate and 
with a great sense of humour. 
Not to mention the cutest dim- 
ples, the world's most winning 
smile and funky dress sense." 


A yTagdaJena Kopp, wife of 
lViCarios the Jackal, has re- 


turned to her home city of 
Neu-Ulm in Germany and may 
be ready to testify against him, 
Spiegel news magazine says. 
Berlin prosecutors are investi- 
gating Ms Kopp, who was 
linked with the Revolutionary 
Cells terrorist group for almost 
20 years, for a suspected role in 
a I9S1 attack against Radio Free 
Europe. 

A spokesman for the prose- 
cutors confirmed they had spo- 
ken with Ms Kopp about her 
own activities but declined to 
comment on her willingness to 
testify against her husband. 
Ilich Ramirez Sanchez, and his 
deputy, Johannes Weinrich. her 
former lover. Both men face tri- 
al for murders and bombings 
dating back to 1975. 

Ms Kopp had been living in 
Venezuela with her nine-year- 
old daughter, Rosa, under the 

aT L. I . ... 


protection of her husband's 

family. 


Maiyann Bird 
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international 


Muslims freed 
but squabbles 
keep Nato busy 


I°NY BARBER 

Europe Editor 

Nato defused one source of 

sSS *5. Bos ? ia yesterday by 
*curmg the release of 16 Mul 
Iims abducted by Serbs in Sara- 
jevo, but fhsfa p^bfems 
“ose m areas contested be- 
^een the Muslims and Bosn- 
ian Croats. 

r. ®!^ ian Serfa authorities 
breed three Muslim men, all of 
whom bore marks of physical 

minichmont A-_L .« J 


remanung 13 from Kulajafl, the 
mam Bosnian Serb detention 
centre for prisoners of war. 

In the southern city of 
Mostar, however, Bosnian 
Croat authorities announced 
they were imposing a tax on 
United Nations aid trucks trav- 
elling between Croat- and Mus- 
hm-controUed regions The UN 
High Commissioner for Ref- 
ugees instantly suspended all its 
convoys, saying such taxes were 
unacceptable. 

Under the Dayton peace 
terms, signed last month, Mus- 
lims andCroats are united in a 
federation that occupies 51 per 
cent of Bosnia’s territory, while 
the rest is in Serb hands. How- 
ever, Bosnian Croat leaders in 
Mostar have tried to establish 
as close as possible a relation- 
ship with Croatia itself, a point 
underlined by the fact that the 
Bosnian Croat taxon UN trucks 
was denominated in kunas, 
Croatia's currency. 

Relations between M uslims 
and Croats, never entirely free 
of tensions, got off to a bad start 
in 1996 after an 18-year-old 
Muslim youth was shot dead on 
New Year’s Eve by Bosnian 
Croat policemen m Mostar. 


The youth, Alan Musovic, was 
tilled at a checkpoint when he 
tried to cross a line separating 
the Bosnian Croat zone of con- 
trol from the Muslim zone. 

Mostar has remained divided 
into two national sectors despite 
clauses in the Dayton agree- 
ment that provide for full free- 
dom of movement for ci vilians. 
The city is under nominal Eu- 
ropean Union administration, 
but Sarajevo radio, which 
speaks for Bosnia’s Muslim-led 



you to walk around Ilidza". 
One Muslim had a braised face 
and a swollen nose, the result 
of a police beating. 

Several others, however, said 
they had been surprised at the 
good treatment they had re- 
ceived in the Bosnian Serb 
prison. 

The abductions were an em- 
barrassment to Nato as the 
Muslim-led government cited 
them as proof that the alliance's 
peace implementation force 
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"a silent and impotent witness 
of the terror and obstructive be- 
haviour" of the Bosnian Groats. 

More trouble broke out in 
Mostar on Wednesday ni g ht 
when M uslim youths stoned 
Croatian-registered cars on a 
rained boulevard that marks a 
dividing tine between the Croat 
and Muslim sectors. Leaders of 
the two communities, who 
fougfat a bitter war in 1993, have 
also failed to resolve differences 
over how to repair a dam above 
Mostar that was damaged by 
floods in late December. 

Hie release of the Muslims 
in Sarajevo followed an appeal 
from tbe United States to Pres- 
ident Slobodan Milosevic of 
Serbia, who demonstrated his 
influence over the Bosnian 
Serbs by negotiating the Day- 
ton settlement on their be ham 
The Muslims were seized as 
they travelled through the rebel 
Serb district of Ilidza, whose res- 
idents are angry because the 
peace agreement stipulates that 
their area is to be turned over 
to Muslim-Croat control. ; 

The first three Muslims to be 
freed said their captors had 
taunted them with remarks 
such as “Turks, it is too early for 


UN flounders 
over plan to 
rebuild Bosnia 


DAVID USBORNE 

New Vbrtt 

Concern is growing at tire Unit- 
ed Nations that, while the Nato- 
led military campaign to return 

peace to Bosnia may be moving 
forward, plans for civilian 
reconstruction are proving 
harder to get off the ground. 

The UN is encountering dif- 
ficulties executing one of the few 
tasks left to it in Bosnia by the 
Dayton peace accord: the cre- 
ation of a 1,700-strong civilian 
police contingent to beta rebuild 
the police forces of the Serb and 
Muslim communities. 

More broadly, however, 
doubts are growing about the 
way the accord distributes civil- 
ian responsibilities to a series of 


victim of a vindictive sidelining 
campaign by the United States, 
which has made no secret of its 
wish to see the UN involved as 
little as possible. 

An official, who asked to 
remain anonymous, said bitterly 
of tire American attitude: “Tf 
you decide that yon are going 
to dismember the best civilian 
implementation organisation 
around and try to put another 
one in its place, you shouldn't 
be suiprised when things go 
wrong.” 

The shortcomings on the 
civilian side were highlighted by 
this week's kidnapping crisis in 
Sarajevo, which ended yester- 
day. The main task of the UN : 
police force (Gvpol) will be to | 
return local police operations to 
full order - through retr a i n ing 
and general hand-holding - to 
be ame to deal with incidents of 
this kind, that are not meant to 
be the responsibility of Nato. 

Officials in New York admit 
that they have so far made very 
little headway in recreating the 
1,700 police officers needed ; 
for the mission- “We are still ; 


be undwtaken by the UNH^R- 
RftcivHisihiiiiv for human-nmts 


SS5MK=S 

UN and the OSCE, the 

latter has been given the task .of 
setting up elections later tins 

uehTThe EU is to oversee the 
physical reconstruction of 

Mew York 

that the UN should have been 

selected to lake the over^ 

lead in the civilian effort in 
Bosnia but that it has been the 


UN, jamts 

that the outlook for the ewflran 
operation in Bosnia looked mi- 
momisfflg. “There is an enor- 
mous amount of work to do, 
that’s true, and aD of the peo- 
ple involved are going to have 
to get rolling- And there are ^o* 

ing to be some growing pains." 

He contended, however, that 
it is normal for the mffitaiy to 
establish a degree of security in 
a country before the dvihan 
mission gets under way. .. 


the abductions were not its re- 
sponsibility but (but of civilian 
law-enforcement bodies. In the 
end, the Serbs banded over 
the captives to Nato troops 
from France. 
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Eye^ron^roatia^residennUdfolarileft^Ta visit to Sarajevo yesterday, inspects a guard of honour with President Izetbegovlc of Bosnia 
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Cyprus defies new efforts for peace 


TONY BARBER 

Europe Editor 


Fresh efforts by the European 
Union and the United States to 
solve the Cyprus problem ap- 
pear to be running into difficulty* 
even before they have got prop- 
erly under way. 

Turkish officials expressed 
suspicion this week of an EU 
initiative for the island, divid- 
ed between Greeks and Turks 
since 1974, while officials in 
Greece have sounded less than 
enth usias tic about a US diplo- 
matic effort to be led hv 


Richard Holbrooke, the man 
who helped to broker last year’s 
peace settlement in Bosnia. 

Turkish troops invaded the is- 
land in July 1974 after Greek 
Cypriot supporters of union 
with Greece staged a coup with 
the support of Greece’s then 
ruling milium jun ta. The Turk- 
ish Cypriots declared a separate 
slate in 19S3. 

Now the Europeans want 
progress on the Cyprus question 
because they have promised to 
open talks bn full EU mem- 
bership with the island’s inter- 
nationally recognised Greek 


Cypriot government. These ne- 
gotiations are due to start with- 
in 'six months of the end of the 
EU’s inter-governmental con- 
ference on internal reforms, 
which will open in March and 
is expected to be wrapped up by 
the summer of 1997. 

Given this time pressure, the 
Italian government, which holds 
the rotating EU presidency, is 
expected soon to announce the 
appointment of a political co- 
ordinator to spearhead the EU 
effort on Cyprus. A junior Ital- 
ian foreign minister, Emanuele 
Scammacca, is visiting Cyprus. 


Greece and Turkey this week to 
prepare the way for the 
EU initiative. 

Turkey and Lhe Turkish 
Cypriots, whose sdf-prodaimed 
state in northern Cyprus is 
recognised by no government 
except that in Ankar a, are un- 
happy that the EU is pressing 
ahead with moves to admit 
Cyprus before a political solu- 
tion to the island’s division has 
been reached. 

A Turkish foreign ministry 
spokesman, Omer Akbel, said 
on Wednesday that there was no 
need for an independent EU 


initiative bu Cyprus, because the 
United Nations was already 
working on a diplomatic 
solution. 

As for Mr Holbrooke, whose 
reputation as a problem-sober 
was enhanced by his efforts in 
Bosnia, he is supposed to visit 
Cyprus in late January for talks 
with the Greek and TUridsh 
communities. 

He vowed last month that 
1996 would be “the year of the 
big push on Cyprus”, but at die 

same time he has indicated 
that he wants to retire this year 
from his job as the US Assistant 


Secretary of State for European 
and Canadian Affairs. 

That raises the question of 
whether he will leave himself 
enough time to put together a 
solid set of proposals tor end- 
ing a dispute that has defied all 
efforts at mediation for more 
than 20 years. 

Greece's lukewarm response 
to Mr Holbrooke’s mission re- 
flects the belief that the US at- 
taches such importance to its 
alltanre with Turkey that it has 
tended to tolerate the Turkish 
military presence in northern 
Cyprus. 



‘Paper of the 
future’ runs 


South Koreans press for a place at university 


out of time 


MARY DEJEVSKY, 

Paris 


The French daily infomatin. 
conceived as a new son of 
newspaper with appeal for the 
hard-pressed commuters of the 
television age. is to cease pub- 
lication on Tuesday, one day 
short of its second anniversary. 
The filial decision is to be tak- 
en at a board meeting today, but 
the director and majority share- 
holder, Andre Rousselct, is 
said to be intent on closure. 

The small-formal newspa- 
per. with bright colour pictures 
and plentiful graphics, was a dis- 
tinctive addition to the still 
largely black-and-white and pic- 
(urclcss French press. Neither 
up-market nor down-market, it 
aimed to give readers a succinct 
news review in an accessible 
form: its political stance was left 
of centre. 

Although the newspaper had 
been making large losses, it had 
been expected to go into tem- 
porary receivership rather than 
dose.’ Mr Rousscicl, however, 
who rescued the paper soon af- 
ter launch by taking the majority 
stake, was piqued earlier this 
week by the staff s refusal to ac- 
cept a cut in holiday entitlement 
from eight weeks - the norm in 
the French press - to five. He 
was reported as saying: “I have 
always said that only one thing 
would make me give up: not 
having the support of my staff." 


Staff yesterday insisted that 
they’ were not opposed to a res- 
cue plan in principle “if the pro- 
ject is explained to us". But they 
conceded that the paper could 
not continue with the current 
losses - 60m francs ( £8m ) in 
1995 - and a circulation down 
from 360,000 at laonch to an es- 
timated 60.000. 

The closure of Infomatin 
would mark the end of an idea 
that was hailed two years ago as 
the possible face of newspapers 
to come: smaller. leaner and 
cheaper. But many believe that 
the paper’s problems derive 
less from its different format 
than from a wider crisis facing 
the newspaper industry'. 

The French press has expe- 
rienced nothing like the 
economies of staff and costs 
seen in Britain over the past 
decade, and the price of news- 
papers (at Fr7 for a daily broad- 
sheet despite government 
subsidies) remains high- Even 
the redoubtable Le Monde, one 
of few dailies to increase its cir- 
culation last year, had to cut 
staff for the second year running 
and increase its capital base in 
the face of sharply rising costs. 

In the closing w eeks of 1995 
it became clear that not only Jn- 
fomatin but two other papers, 
the evening France-Soir and 
the left-of-centre Liberation 
were also in serious trouble. It 1 
is feared Infomatin may not be 
the only title to dose this year. , 



Learning curb: Young hopefuls try on the final day to file 
to get In, but with an acceptance rate of only one out of 


applications for a place at Seoul’s Hanyang University. About 20,000 have attempted 
5.7 applicants, many will be disappointed Photograph: Choi Hang Young/Reuter 


Dissident arrested by 
PLO vows to fight on 


ERIC SHYER 
Jerusalem 
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Bassem Hid, detained for 24 
houre by PLO security men, is 
determined to go on exposing 
abuses of power by Yasser 
Arafat's Palestinian National 
Authority. 

The Palestinian human rights 
researcher, who works for 
B’tselem, the Israeli human 
rights watchdog, was released 
on Wednesday night and was 
resting undeterred yesterday 
in his east Jerusalem home. 

Mr Eid will, however, be 
more careful about going out 
alone at night- and perhaps be 
less provocative in his choice 
of language to criticise 
wrongdoers. 

Despite denials by Palestin- 
ian spokesmen, Mr Eid is con- 
vinced it was Force 17, Mr 
Arafat’s llite security unit, that 
arrested him and took him off 
to Ramallah, IS miles north of 
Jerusalem. X/ Quds, the biggest- 
selling Palestinian daily paper, 
yesterday quoted senior officials 
confirming that Mr Eid was 
held for spreading dissension 
within Palestinian society. 

He was finally set free after 
the intervention of Dr Ahmed 
Tibi, an Israeli Arab citizen who 
acts as a personal adviser to Mr 
ArafeL Dr Tibi apparently had 
no difficulty locating Mr Eid’s 
captors. 

Israeli and Palestinian ob- 
servers were sceptical about 
suggestions that Mr Eid’s arrest 
, was a rogue operation. They 
condemned it as part of a pat- 
tern of intimidation which Mr 
Arafat has carried over from the 
liberation struggle to the thresh- 
old of an independent state. 

It came 1 0 days after the de- 
tention of anAl Quds editor for - 
relegating a stoiy in praise of the 
PLO leader to an inside page, 
and three days after European 
monitors censured the official 
Pales tinian radio and TV for 
discriminating against opposi- 
tion candidates in the legislative 
council elections on 20 January, 
and the election oomarissionere 
for moving the goalposts. 

Yizhar Be’er, B’tselem’s 
executive director, said: “They 
arrested Bassem because he 
severely criticised the Palestin- 
ian authority during the lari few 
months. They arrested him in 
order to stop him.” 


Dr Ah' Jirbari, a political sci- 
ence professor at Bir-Zeit the 
West Bank's oldest university, 
commented: “We are facing a 
National Authority that is try- 
ing to establish its authority’ in 
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Yasser Arafat: Criticised 
for abuses on home soil 


the best way it knows, and this 
is the best way it knows. At the 
same time, it reveals to us a 
frightening fact, which is the ex- 
treme weakness of civfl society 
here. 

“All the institutions which 
should act as a buffer between 
the individual and the state - 
unions, voluntary organisations, 
the media - are extremely weak. 
They were effective during the 
Israeli occupation, but appar- 
ently when it comes to feeing 
our own authority, thing? are 
different.’' 

Dr Jirbari predicted a con- 
frontation between the people 
and their leaders. 

“Democracy won’t be hand- 
ed to the Palestinians by the Na- 
tional Authority without civil 
struggle," he said. "Society and 
the state’s apparatus are going 
to face each other. Hopefully 
Palestinian society will be able 


to assert itself, but I'm not sure 
of that." 

A veteran Palestinian jour- 
nalist. who asked not to be 
named, added: *Tt is part of a 
well established policy. While in 
Lebanon and Tunisia. Mr 
Arafat tried to get people down 
by sacking or isolating them. 
Now the name of the game is 
to arrest them. The only dif- 
ference is that it is being done 
on Palestinian soil under a 
Palestinian flag. But Mr Arafat 
may find the West Bank and 
Gaza Palestinian a hard nut to 
crack. People are saying, ‘If we 
weren't afraid of Israeli tanks, 
why should we be afraid of these 
Palestinian policemen?’ ” 

What is surprising is that Mr 
Arafat is persisting with these 
tactics even though every move 
is being scrutinised by the in- 
ternational community. Hu- 
man rights violations at this time 
can only undermine his claim to 
be a democratically-elected 
leader enjoying public support 
for making peace with Israel. 
■ Israel will release 1,200 
Palestinian prisoners next week, 
including 400 supporters of 
militant Islamic groups, Pales- 
tinian and Israeli officials an- 
nounced, AP reports. 
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Richard Holbrooks: DM ttie 
trick in Bosnia 


Lung operation for 

papandreou 

Athens - Doctors operated 
I vcslerdav to remow fluid from 
Andreas Papandreou s tangs 
asthe Greek Prime Minister^ 
socialist party’. pondered 
a visit to ask for his resignation. 
A hospital statement described 
his condition as stable. 

The conservative New 
Democracy party- meanwhile, 
said it would introduce a censure 
motion next the party has 
accused Pasok of "following 
obstructive indies and patting 
off decisions" during Mr 
Ripandicou's illness. AP 

Death for cult rapist 

Pitting — The founder of the 
Bciliwangl Anointed King) 
doomsday cult has beer, sen- 
tenced to death for raping 19 
women followers. Wu Yang* 
mine, 51. was sentenced on 29 
December by the Bchgbu In- 
termediate People's Court, the 
Xinmin Ewning .Whs saicL4P 


Drunks freeze 


Moscow — More than 300 
people, most of them drunk, 
have died in Moscow from 
exposure to cold since the 
beginning of November. The 
number of victims has increased 
since the collapse of the Soviet 
Union because special services 
to collect drunks have been cut 
back. AP 


Price on opium lord 

Bangkok — The United Stales 
has offered a S2m (£15m) 
reward for in formation leading 
to the arrest and conviction of 
Burma's opium warlord Khun 
Sa, a US embassy official said 
yesterday. Reuter 

Starvation warning 

London — Large numbers of 
North Korean children will die 
of mal nutrition in the next few 
weeks if rich countries do not 
provide more aid to the Com- 
munist country, a World Health 
Organisation report said- The 
country was hit by set ere floods 
last summer. ’ Ratter 


Wings clipped 


Jerusalem — A woman who 
wanted to he an Israeli fighter 
pilot has failed to make the 
grade, the army said. Alice 
Miller. 23. flunked a preliminary 
testing stage after winning a 
Supreme Court victory in No- 
vember giving her the right to 
compete for a place in the 
men-only pilots' course, fewer 


Suspect surrounded 

Sidon — The army ringed 
Lebanon's largest Palestinian 
refugee camp yesterday, 
demanding the surrender of 
Ahmed Abdul-Kanm al-Saadi, 
suspected of masterminding the 
assassination of Sheikh Nizar al- 
Haiaby. a prominent cleric, in 
Beirut last autumn. AP 


12 die in clan clash 


Mogadishu — At least L2 
people were (tilled on Wednes- 
day when clan fighters of the 
Rabanweyn Resistance Army 
attacked the Somali faction 
leader Mohamed Farah 
Aideed's forces in Baidoa, both 
sides said yesterday. Renter 

New Egyptian team 

Cairo — A new Egyptian cab- 
inet headed by Prime Minister 
Kama] Ganzo'uri was sworn in 
yesterday. There are six new 
ministers, including the coun- 
try's first woman economy 
minister, Nawai etfhtawi. 
The defence, foreign and inte- 
rior ministries are unchanged. 

Reuter 

Slave exhibition 

Washington — An exhibit on 
slave life in the pre-Civil War 
South, pulled from the Library 
of Congress after black workers 
protested, has been invited to 
open at the Martin Luther King 
Memorial Library here. AP 

Hostage talks 

New Delhi — The British Home 
Secretary, Michael Howard, 
said he would discuss with In- 
dian authorities efforts to win 
the freedom of four Western 
hostages in Kashmir but did not 
want to raise false hopes of their 
release, Reuter 
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A taint on Britain’s honour 


London has long been a haven 
orAMb dissidents. From 
though, all will live more 
fearfull K says Tim Llewellyn 

“^toSaSdi f|! bu ^^PV' onand iramoral* 

blackmaiL" save auj_« ~. ui JI y - the basic r,r 


Atwaa, Palestinian editor 

the London-based al-Quds al - 
A**tn. one of the few Axab“!_ 
iMguage newspapers here - or 
for that matter anywhere -that 

-rw Saudi Arabians 
Once you surrender tc» black, 
where does it stop*”* 

m™,'S! ep i one5 “ his Ham- 
mersmith office chirped inces- 
santly yesterday with 7he 
voices of Arab dissidents, lib- 
erals and general opponents of 
the region s universally auto- 
cratic governments, worried 
that they are all now in dancer 
m the county that has been a 
safe haven for so many years. 

. Algerians, Bahrainis, Egyp- 
tians and Tunisians are at the 
top of die list of activists whom 

tlin D« r* __ 


- r y lunuuioi- 

h i to* bas ! s of toe material 

J^T 1811110 th e Kingdom, 
t, v v. Masan « watched by 
g?S! ^5 lty v and toere is Bt- 
f- 4 w^° Ubt to flt h*s phones, and 
£“ monitored and txans- 
o^’r^: MrM “»riaS 

uiers like him, however, are 

ri,h 0rr u d by th ese watchers 
- rather the reverse. They have 

!itUe (until Michael 
Howard s expulsion order, that 
5. ” tof.way of official or 
other British harassment: 
some advertising was refused; 
a telecommunications firm 
dropped its contract for no 
good reason; a London think- 
tank refused to write a report 
on security risks in the Gulf, 

No, their main fears until 
now have been of reprisals 
against them by agents of their 
home governments. Ahmed 


aajiftsssK ssss-s 

SKS 8 ' In SL2SS15 

politically effect fimSS EEfiSF* ° f 


• -V ^rvwpwou/ia, 

who deal in words rather than 
bombs and bullets. Jn each 
case, these pressures have 
been sympathetically received. 
“Even tiny little Bahrain puts 
the wind up you.” says the edi- 
tor of al-Quds. 

The haven of Arab opposi- 
tion is north-west London - 
Wiflesden (the Saudis), Crick- 
lewood (the Bahrainis), 
Harlesden (the Tunisians). 
Even Joseph Conrad's inef- 
fective and seedy secret agent 
would have turned his nose up 
at the dedicated, somewhat 
bookish and unromantic exis- 
tence of these exiles behind 
the mock-Tudor frontages. 
Information - newsletters, 
pamphlets, bulletins, news- 
paper articles, and in 
Mohammed al-Masari’s case, 
cascades of faxes - is what 
these .Arabs deal in. 

In the paranoid world of 
Arab leaders, information is as 
feared a weapon as Semtex. 
Last week, Mr Masari and I 
talked in his groundfloor flat as 
the faxes buzzed towards 
towards the Gulf. I left loaded 
with his facts and figures and 
stories of Saudi incompetence, 
financial mismanagement. 


Mr Masari ’s expulsion, if it 
goes through, is probably more 
of a worry to him than threats 
of violence, just as it is to the 
Bahraini FYeedom Movement 
This group, more secular than 
Islamic, have so irritated the 
despotic little regime back 
home (which has locked up 
and deported thousands of 
Bahraini citizens merely for 
asking for the restoration of 
their constitution suspended 
21 years ago), that Bahrain has 
hired MPs and PR firms to 
burnish its tattered image and 
persecute its opponents. 

The most controversial fig- 
ure here, after Mr Masari, is 
probably Dr Rachid Gan- 
nouche, leader of the opposi- 
tion Tunisian Nahda, or 
Renaissance Party. He was 
jailed by the late President 
BoDiguiba, released, accused 
of involvement in a bomb out- 
rage in a Tunisian resort, but 
cleared by the courts, and 
later fled to France and then 
on to Britain. 

Britain has hundreds of mil- 
lions of pounds invested in 
Tunisia and would be 
delighted to pay a first-class 
fare for Dr Gannouche on 



No place of safety: London’s Arabs will be more suspicious of each other, and of Britain Photograph: Nicholas Turpin 


Tunisian Airlines, or even back 
to the Sudan, whence he came. 
But he has been granted asy- 
lum here and concentrates od 
giving lectures on the role of 
Islam in the modern world. Dr 
Gannouche takes no chances. 
He does not give out his 
address or phone number, and 
meets journalists only rarely. 
When he does give interviews, 
it is usually in parks or hotel 
coffee shops. 

The Tunisians are rightly 
nervous. Early last year they 
discovered that tbeir rubbish 
was being collected by cars 
with Algerian diplomatic num- 
ber plates - Tunisia has been 
a haven for Algerians on the 
run from their violently 
shaken homeland. They have 


now, like many other Arab 
groups, invested in shredders. 

Bumping off irritants 
abroad is an old Arab custom. 
The Arabs here, mostly of 
Islamic tendencies, well recall 
the battleground London 
became in the late Seventies, 
when different Palestinian and 
Iraqi groups fought and killed 
each other in London’s Wl. 
British security became much 
tighter and more expert in its 
dealings with the fast-growing 
Arab community. The sum- 
mary way the SAS dealt with 
the Iranian Embassy siege in 
19SG inculcated a powerful 
respect among Middle East- 
erners for law-enforcement in 
this country. 

The murder of a popular 


Palestinian cartoonist, Naji el- 
Ali, in Chelsea in 1987, how- 
ever (widely believed among 
Arab observers to have been 
ordered by Yasser Arafat) and 
the recent murder of a Libyan 
in Bayswaier (which most 
Arabs still reckon has deep in 
it the band of Colonel 
Gaddafi), remind activists of 
their vulnerability. 

According to Azzem Sultan, 
a young Jordanian Islamist 
who runs a human rights 
group, “Liberty for the Mus- 
lim World", if this govern- 
ment can remove Mr Masari it 
can remove anyone. But 
worse, in my view, knowing the 
Arabs and the mentality of the 
region that most never quite 
shake off, is the now height- 


ened fear that not only is 
Britain no longer a safe ref- 
uge, but that die authorities 
here might turn a blind eye to 
the activities of counter-oppo- 
sition groups hired by Arab 
embassies. 

Suspicion will grow among 
London's Arabs, about one 
another, about Britain's sus- 
ceptibility to coercion, about 
Britain’s “Muhabbarat” - 
MX5. 

Beirut -on -Thames, as the 
Palestinian writer Said Abu- 
reesh likes to call London, 
has since Wednesday become 
Beirut-o n-Edge. 

The miter, a former BBC Mid- 
dle East correspondent, writes 
and broadcasts on Arab affairs. 


Mohammed al-Masari says 
his case proves the Home Office 
fell prey to outside influence 

■people differ in religion, back- 
Jtgraui 


ground and culture but every 

sensible human being agrees 
with basic values. These valuta 
separate us from baser animals, 
and are generally accommo- 
dated under what Is called 
human rights. 

Britain has always been in the 
forefront of protecting such 
rights, has usually been the most 

difficult country to influence 

and has preserved the base laws 

that protect the individual In the 
US, the Far East and elsewhere 
in Europe we have seen signs of 
governments bending to out- 
side interference, but not until 
this week has such a thing been 
seen here. 

Furthermore the Home Office 
has admitted that the decision to 
deport me was the result of a fine 
balancing acL It is unfortunate 
that the scales were tipped by 
political interference, which in 
common law would have been 
called fraud or corruption. The 
scales of justice over the High 
Court could never have been 


the British tradition of giving a 
home to freedom fighters to be 
dashed against the rocks? Free- 
dom of speech used to be among 
the most valued of all traditions 
and rights but this has now evap- 
orated - and is no doubt the first 
of many evaporations. The 
British government’s anxiety 
over the need to defend so- 
called interests in Saudi Arabia 
must be challenged. These inter- 
ests are the interests of a few 
businessmen who stand to make 
a few millions fast This can only 
be achieved by dealing with a 
dictator whose human rights 
records and corruption have 
been attacked by Amnesty. 

The proper interests Britain 
should be defending in Saudi 


were. 

Our lawyers were shocked to 
see the fits! dear-cut evidence of 
a Horae Office decision based 
on political leverage. They 
ahvaysbelieved ail such decisions 
were totally independent and 
reached with no one but the indi- 
vidual concerned in mind. But 
the letter received from the 
Home Office suggests my case 
has not been dealt with in this 
way. A lot of brain power and 
hours must have gone into com- 
ing up with such a very shame- 
ful recommendation. The Home 
Office spokesman admitted that 
it was the first time that this par- 
ticular section and paragraph 
bad been used. When answering 
our lawyers’ questions, the offi- 
cial sounded very complacent 
and considered this a fait accom- 
pli with no real hope of appeaL 
Surely it would have been much 
more sensible if all this time and 
effort had been put to use in 
finding a way to persuade the 
regime in Saudi Arabia to 
improve its humanrights record. 

To what extent are democra- 
tic countries like Britain pre- 
pared to sacrifice their princi- 
ples? Any such sacrifice wfll end 
m a cascade of denial of rights 
for all The only guarantee of the 
long-term interests of us all is 
general respect for those princi- 
ples. Britain could never have 
been in the centre stage of the 
world for such a Jong time if she 
had been a totalitarian state. Is 



Is Britain’s 
tradition of aiding 
freedom fighters 
to be dashed? 


Arabia are a stable, elected, 
accountable leadership provid- 
ing broad benefits to all mem- 
bers of the community through 
involvement in a long-term infra- 
structure development and 
country planning, rather than 
white elephant projects. 

On the one hand the Saudi 
government has been constantly 
campaigning and stepping up 
the pressure to have me 
deported. They have dime this 
by lobbying, phoning and writing 
to everyone they could think of. 
The amazing thing is that al! the 
while they have railed me and 
my colleagues “non-entities". 
Why then are they moving 
heaven and befl to remove me to 
Dominica? 

The writer is leader of the Com- 
mittee for the Defence of Legiti- 
mate Rights. 


Woman’s secret desire: to wash whiter 


L ong nights, cruel days and the 
beginning of a new year bring in 
their train sober reflections. Have we 
come a long way. baby, or are we still 
smoking Virginia Slims? Have all our 
struggles resulted in just that, an 
advertising slogan? Is woman's most 
important function basically, really, 
fundamentally', shopping? 

An account manager from a pub- 
lic relations firm has sent me the syn- 
apsis of a “major new study on Euro- 
pean women” commissioned by the 
Whirlpool Foundation. A “whirlpool 
foundation'’ suggests the old 
whirlpool stitched bras that gave a 
woman a pair of rhino horns in place' 
of breasts. But no, white goods are not 
Manchester - as we used to call linen 
- but the consumer durables in which 
we wash our dirty linen, and the 
Whirlpool Foundation is "The phil- 
anthropic arm of the Whirlpool Cor- 
poration, manufacturer of white 
goods". What these noble people 
required of me is that I read their syn- 
opsis of their major study, request a 
copy of the full study, study it with 
awe* and then join them for their press 
conference to help them to promote 
their study, as part of their campaign 
“to improve the quality of life in coun- 
tries throughout the world where 
Whirlpool products are distributed , 
Wbmen are still dumb enough to 
fall for this kind of thing British 
women organised bring-and-buy sales 


to finance the carrying of the message 
that HRT was the elixir of life into 
every hamlet in the country, raising 
money the hardest of hard ways just 
so they could spread the gospel 
according to the richest organisations 
in the world, the pharmaceutical 
multinationals, earning them billions 
and saving them billions at the same 
time. Attagirls! 

So you can’t be surprised that 
Ketchum Public Relations thought 
that I was going eagerly to devour the 
Whirlpool synopsis, beg for their full 
report, devote a day or two to deci- 
phering it, and pay" my own way to 
. London to help them to make a good 
impression at their press conference 
without so much as a hmefa for my 
pains. 

The bland impudence of their 
expectations is of a piece with the 
lameness of their understanding of the 
issues that affect women. “Are you sur- 
prised", they ask me wide-eyed, and 
as incomprehensible as they are 
uncomprehending, “at the findings 
that British regard for the family 
matches that in the more traditional 
countries of Europe such as Italy and 
Spain?” 

I am not even surprised that the 
British regard countries “such as Italy 
and Spain” as “more traditional”, ie 
backward. The women of these coun- 
tries may disoblige Whirlpool by using 
fewer white goods, not having got to 
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the stage of machine-washing their 
practically dean linen so often and 
with such powerful digesters that a 
sheet lasts months instead of years, but 
in other respects a more perceptive 
British regard might produce the con- 
clusion that priest-ridden, class-ridden, 
gossipy, empty-headed, politically iffit- 
eraie Britam is now the most “tradi- 
tional" country in Europe. 

Take for example the New Year’s 
Honours lists. The most valuable peo- 
ple in this country are male civil ser- 
vants and captains of industry, it 
would appear. The most distinguished 
get to join court enclaves, the Order 
of the Bath, forsooth! The damp royal 
towel has been draped over the aim 
of a woman, the first female to appear 
on the honours list after 39 men, Stella 
Rnnmgtou, Dame Commander of the 
Order of the Bath. Then 17 more men 
before we get to “Miss” Ev 
Christine Turton, Grade 2, 

Office (OPS). Then come the royal 
servants, chefs, gardeners, ladies-in- 


waiting, and variously decorated dogs- 
bodies. As in life, industry, academe 
and employment generally, women 
only begin to proliferate at die lower 
levels of the honours list, for services 
to the community, the sick, the dis- 
abled, the homeless, the menially 
handicapped, yoof, the pony-club, the 
school crossing patroL and often vol- 
untary, ie unpaid, service at that. Only 
when it comes to self-sacrifice and car- 
ing for others do women approach 
parity with men. 

For some time I have been study- 
ing obituaries, not just because so 
many of my friends are dying, but to 
see who gets remembered, by whom 
and for whaL Most days it seems that 
only men are afflicted with mortality 
and qo women have died at all. 
Simone Genevois, who died on 16 
December, got a big obituary for 
making a film in 1927. The obituary 
followed her career until 1935 and 
found nothing whatever to say about 
what the illustrious dead bad found to 
do with the intervening decades. Evan- 
geline Brace got an even bigger obit- 
uary by three” hands for being “intel- 
ligent, beautiful, mysterious, ethereal” 
“charmingly seductive”, “one of the 
best-dressed women in the worlcT who 
had “to rqect scores of would-be 
lovers". “Dior created a special range 
of maternity clothes for her”. Need- 
less to say the picture that accompa- 
nied the text showed her young slim. 


jewelled, coiffed and 40 years younger 
than she was when she died. 

In the obituaries of women, mar- 
riages are discussed in detail, not 
noted as an afterthought, as is usually 
done with distinguished men, who are 
allowed to grow old and whiskery in 
the accompanying photographs. The 
subliminal message is strong: we stQj 
value women for youth and beauty; 
more than half of their lives might just 
as well not be lived. 

The promoters of the Whirlpool 
study think we will be surprised to 
learn that “women are now toe carers 
and providers in today’s society”. Who 
do they think we are? Do they think 
we don’t know we are now doing all 
the work? A report that studies 
women as if they were an interesting 
evolving minority has stiS not grasped 
the foot that women are the majority, 
trapped in the old rhetoric that treats 
women as objects rather than subjects. 

It is curious to read that “96 per cent 
of women still say that “.^family is 
the most important part of their lives” 
when the largest proportion of British 
households conastsofjust one person, 
ft seems likely that the population 
sampled by MORI for Whirlpool was 
constructed like the women in the 
obituaries, “reproductive age, married, 
husband present”; alias chief con- 
sumers of Whirlpool products. How 
many of the Knights Bachelor wash 
their own smalls, do you reckon? 


■mtnimm Tony Burden , 

Police protection takes on a new meaning 


r Ttte 

lini 


,.„ie is great concern over serious 

juries infficledonpolBe offices 


chief constables have also chosen one 
of the new-stvle batons available. 

triiich increasii^tt^^^ Xerabutthe severity of the attacks 
other weapons. In 1995 P°^* This has been tragically 

were surveyedem toegen^an^jg hi ^ hted ^ ^ west Midlands this 
Of the police. The resifltshcjKeoa vmy * number of officers have 

responsible attitude, with toe major- 
it^lSsting general arming, but high- 


week where a number of officers haws 
been seriously wounded. 

Tbfc is why we badly need a fiutber 


There are many differmtdwicesaraa- 


E The Home Secrete* to 


able, but many are wholly un s ui t abl e 
for use here. CS gas spray, however, is 
an effective incapantant in keeping 

S5 CS spray keeps a greater distance 


between the police officers and their 
attackers and may be used effectively 
at a distance of 5 metres. It is a jet 
stream that is fired directly into foe 
face of the attacker, causing severe 
distress and discomfort and some dis- 
orientation for a matter of minutes. 
This allows the person to be disarmed 
and restrained without endangering 
the police officer involved- Obviously 
this is essential if the police and 
members of toe public are to be safe- 
guarded against such attacks. 

In 1995 toe Home Secretary gave 
approval for such trials, bat delays 
occurred because of concerns over 
health issues. A careful approach is 
necessary if toe police are to continue 


to have the high level of public sup- 
port and confidence that they cur- 
rently hold. In most forces there is one 
police officer for every 500 members 
of the public. This is an indication of 
the high level of support that we wish 
to retain. As with most chemical 
products there is a downside and if 
improperly used there may be health 
risks. However, this has ro be balanced 
against the high level of violent threat 
that the police and public face. It is 
for this reason that many chief con- 
stables are seeking immediate re in- 
troduction of CS incapacitant trials. 
A meeting of chief constables on 18 
January mil take a final decision. 

Young police officers patrolling 


the streets have to be properly pro- 
tected and have a right to expect that 
that level of protection is provided. I 
am sure this expectation is backed by 
the majority of toe public, who under- 
stand the dangers that officers face. 

The service must ensure that such 
equipment is not misused. But per- 
haps it is time for the police and pub- 
lic to take a robust line in ensuring 
that officers receive the support they 
need. This is in the interest of toe 
police and public alike. 

The miter is Chief Constable of Gwent 
and chairs the Association of Chief 
Police Officers ' sub-committee on self- 
defence and restraint 


COULD 
YOU BE A 
MORE 
INSPIRING 
LEADER? 

Good leaders must weigh 1:0 si' the facts 
ocickiy. Make important decisions, then 
comniLnicate them dfioriy end precisely. 

They have to iqad by example, never 
asking people :o do things they wouldn't 
tic themselves. They must command both 
the trust and the respect or their troops. 

1 / you think that you have these qualities, 
then don't write to the editor, write to us. 
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Blunt statement: The board, having lost confidence in its chief executive, has required his resignation with immediate effec 


< KJ - 7 • ^ 

Stock Exchange chief gets the sack 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 


The Stuck Exchange stunned 
the City yesterday by sacking its 
chief executive. Michael 
Lawrence. He had lost the con- 
fidence of member firms and 
the board of directors, said the 
Exchange in an unusually pow- 
erful condemnation of its senior 
executiu.. 

Mr Lawrence was informed 
of the hoard's decision at a 
meeting he attended briefly 
yesterday morning which ap- 
peared to have split the Stock 
Exchange's senior executives. 
John Kemp-Wclch. the former 
senior partner at Cazenove and 
now chairman of the Exchange, 
said the decision had been clear 
cut but it was not unanimous 
and not all of the board was pre- 
sent at the meeting. 

Mr Kemp Welch said: “The 
hoard, having lost confidence in 
its chief executive, has required 
his resignation with immediate 
effect. "While Mr Lawrence's 
departure reflects the loss of 
confidence in him. it does not 
imply any change in the Stock 
Exchase's policy." 

He added that Mr 
Lawrence's sacking had not 
been prompted by any single 
event. “This erosfon of confi- 
dence took place gradually. A 


combination of incidents made 
his situation untenable." 

Refusing to elaborate on the 
precise reasons for the sacking, 
Mr KempWeieh hinted at Mr 
Lawrence's perceived failings by 
saving that the search for a suc- 
cessor would be trying to find 
“an able businessman, someone 
able to formulate and drive 
through strategy and able to 
forge a relationship of confi- 
dence with the Exchange's 
members.'' 

While the search for a suc- 
cessor continues. Mr Kemp 
Welch will chair the Exchange's 
executive committee, support- 
ed by two deputy' chairmen. Ian 
Pleridcrleilh. a "director of the 
Bank of England and a mem- 
ber of the Stock Exchange 
board, was yesterday promoted 
to that position, joining Ian 
Salter. Mr KempWeieh would 
not be drawn on whether Mr 
Lawrence had received any for- 
mal warnings. But he stressed 
that nothing improper or un- 
ethical had taken place. “There 
is no question of dishonesty at 
ail." 

Labour City spokesman Al- 
istair Darling demanded a full 
explanation “to prevent lasting 
damage to the reputation of the 
City. The fact that Michael 
Lawrence has gone signals 
deeper problems at the Stock 


John Kemp-Welsh Chairman 
Non-executive directors 


! Gary J Allen 
I Giabam .Allen 
:• F:c ; i=rd A Barfield 
j Jor.n Bond 
Dcnaid H Brydon 
, S:?ph3o Cooke 
i Masashi Kaneko 
; J .i:cheal Marks 
Robert Metzler 
i \ar P'enderteith 
; Mark Radchffe 
■ ten Salter* 
j L'i|el Sherlock 
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Exchange than they are admit- 
ting. It is fairly well-known that 
he wanted to pursue radical 
changes within the Stock Ex- 
change and that be was being 
resisted. 

“He had ooly been at the 
Stock Exchange for a compar- 
atively short period and his 
sudden departure clearly indi- 
cates something is going 
wrong.” 

The resignation of Mr 
Lawrence is a further embar- 
rassment for the Exchange, 
coming just two years after his 
predecessor, Ptiter Rawlins, was 
also forced lo quit following the 
expensive fiasco of Taurus, the 
computer system that failed to 
work. Mr Lawrence's appoint- 
ment followed an exhaustive 
eight-month search. 

It follows a turbulent year at 
the Exchange during which Mr 
Lawrence is widely seen to 
have antagonised a range of 
vested interests. His determi- 
nation to press ahead with an 
order-driven alternative to Lon- 
don's existing quote driven 
share dealing system has put 
backs up at the City's powerful 
market making firms. 

He has also upset company 
directors with his insistence on 
tightening up the terms of the 
Greenbuiy report on corporate 
governance. And he was round- 
ly criticised for a leaked letter 
to the Treasury, effectively ac- 
cusing the government of in- 
sider dealing during the sale of 
its remaining stakes in Nation- 
al Power and Powergen. 

Investors saw the value of 
their electricity shares collapse 
the day after the sell-off of the 
generators’ shares when the 
Industry s official watchdog an- 
nounced he was reviewing pow- 
er prices. The City was aghast 
at his decision to publish a pri- 
vate letter to the Treasury, sus- 
pecting he was simply trying to 
endear himself to the Labour 
fcirty. 

In the highly clubbable at- 
mosphere of the Q’ty, his action 
was seen as a betrayal, an un- 
necessary washing of dirty linen 
in public. The feeling that Mr 
Lawrence was not “one of us” 


th 



Outsider 
was under 
fire from 
ttie start 


DAVID HELUER 


Michael Lawrence (above) was said to have tost Die confidence of the board, led by chairman John Kemp-Weich (below 
right), who now chairs the executive committee, supported by ian Pienderleith (below left) as a deputy chairman 




was confirmed by his threat last 


year to sue an exchange mem- 
ber, Sharelink, over its plans to 
provide an Internet share deal- 
ing system. He later caused 
the Exchange further embar- 
rassment by climbing down. 


Mr Kemp-Welch refused to 
be drawn on exactly what the 
board meant by the alleged 
loss of confidence, nor when the 
doubts emerged. 

Mr Lawrence received a con- 
troversial bonus of £100,000 a 


year ago as a reflection of his 
achievements during his first 
year in office. He enjoys a one- 
year rolling contract of em- 
ployment with the Exchange 
and in the year to March took 
home £422.000 including the 


bonus payment and an £80,000 
contribution to his pension. Mr 
Lawrence. 52, celebrated his ap- 
pointment to the top job by buy - 
ing actor Rowan Atkinson's 
red Aston Martin. 

Comment, page 17 


Michael Lawrence had diffi- 
culties as chief executive of the 
Stock Exchange right from the 
start, as he tried to get to grips 
with the competing problems of 
different interest groups. 

After only six months in the 
job critics were showing a will- 
ingness to snipe at him off the 
record. One key member of a 
bis securities house said in July 
19^1: "Let's just say that he 
could have made a better start. 

Later, other critics, such as 
David Jones, the chief executive 
of Sharelink. and Rudolph 
Muller, head of ihe London op- 
erations of the Swiss investment 
bank UBS. both former ex- 
change members, were reach 1 lo 
go public in their doubts about 
strategy under Mr Lawrence. 

Sources close to the Ex- 
change said last night that 
Lawrence slipped on three big- 
banana skins: he rowed with 
Sharelink. the execution-only 
stockbroker which he threat- 
ened lo sue: he had a poor re- 
lationship with the Bank of 
England which has led the de- 
velopment of Crest the com- 
puterised back office settlement 
sretem: and he tried to strength- 
en the recommendations of the 
Grecnbury Committee whose 
recommendations were due to 
become pari of the “Yellow 
Book" roles of the exchange. 

Last night the former chief 
executive of the Exchange. Pe- 
ter Rawlins, displayed some 
sympathy for Mr Lawrence. 
'•’Being the chief executive is a 
pretty impossible job. By defi- 
nition you are dealing with a 
huge range of non-converging 
intcrests/The root of the prob- 
lem is that serving the interests 
of the membership is in no way 
coinicideni with serving the in- 
terests of the wider investment 
community. 


Flen 


Granada may wager BSkyB stake 


JOHN SHEPHERD 
and MATHEW HORS MAN 


Investors are hecoming in- 
creasingly convinced that 
Granada will use much of its 
E700m shareholding in BSkyB, 
ihe satellite television compa- 
ny. to deliver a knock-out blow' 
lo win control of the Forte ho- 
tels and restaurants company. 

Speculation also grew yes- 
terday that, to see off Granada, 
Sir Rocco Forte would be pre- 
pared to split his role as chair- 
man and chief executive, and 
even distance himself from the 
day-lo-dav running of the group 
by becoming non-executive 
chairman. 

Sources said that some of 


Forte's main institutional share- 
holders. which include Mer- 
cury AsseL Management with 
13.23 per cent and Robert 
Fleming, the lOth-biggest with 
1.78 per cent, were prepared to 
back Forte if Sir Rocco took 
those steps. 

Meanwhile, dealing rooms 
in leading City slock broking 
firms were awash yesterday 
with gossip that Granada was 
looking to place with institu- 
tional investors the 111 million 
BSkyB shares it owns directly. 

Some dealers said there were 
separate rumours that Grana- 
da may even be prepared to dis- 
tribute the BSkyB shares to 
Forte’s shareholders. BSkyB 
shares closed 2p higher at 420p, 


just lp below the all-time high. 

There are 975 mfliion Forte 
shares in issue. An exchange of 
one BSkyB share for every nine 
of Forte’s would add 46p a 
share to the value of the bid 
terms. 

A Granada insider said: 
“ Certainty it was one of the op- 
tion 5 we have considered. But 
it would be unattractive to lose 
the advantages of the stake, and 
we don’t really want to dis- 
member it-" 

One leading analyst, who 
preferred not to be named, 
said: “I would have thought he 
would be crazy to consider it [a 
salej. Gerry is chairman of 
BSkyB and the sale would make 
him look bad Investors would 


lose confidence and he would 
have to resign as chairman of 
BSkyB if he sold the shares." 

However, City sources said 
that several of Granada’s insti- 
tutional shareholders were be- 
coming reluctant to underwrite 
a higher offer and would pre- 
fer the company to drop its bid 
and trump Whittnread's £1.05bn 
pitch for Forte's roadside 
restaurants - the Happy Eater, 
Little Chef and Welcome Break 
chains. 

Granada is separately facing 
increasing pressure from the 
powerful Council of Forte, 
which owns less than 1 per 
cent of Forte's shares but con- 
trols 50 per cent of the votes. 
The council, according to 


Hotel giants jockey for Savoy takeover 


Three of ihe world's biggest ho- 
ld chains arc jockeying for po- 
sition to mount a takeover bid 
for the Savoy group, valued at 
almost £400m on the stock 
market, regardless of the out- 
come of Granada's titanic bid 
battle for Forte, writes John 
Shepherd. 

The three companies, all 
.American, are ITT Sheraton. 
Hilton Hotels Corporation and 
Marriott. It is understood that 
approaches have been made to 
Granada, which stands to inherit 
a 68 per cent holding but lim- 
ited voting stake in the Savoy if 
it gains control of Forte. 

Moreover, it is also under- 
stood that the Savoy executive 
committee, comprising main 
board directors and formed 
when Granada launched its 


bid, have discussed possible 
takeover offers at recent meet- 


ings. 

However, the proposals in- 
clude diluting the holdings of 
the Wontner family trusts, 
which have voting control 
through their *B' shares. 
Sources said the proposals had 
been received coldly by Wont- 
ner family members. 

Hotel industry sources added 
that a “bullish" profit forecast 
is about to made by the Savoy 


famous hotel of the same name 
in the Strand in London, en- 
compasses the Berkeley, Clar- 
idge's, the Connaught, and the 
Lancaster hotels. 

The profit forecast will be for 
the financial year that has just 
finished, calendar 1995, and 


will be released when Granada, 
as is expected, increases its of- 
fer for Forte. Annual results are 
normally announced by the 
Savoy in April. The Savoy de- 
clined to comment. 

Forte has still not ruled out 
considering an offer for its en- 
tire shareholding in the Savoy 
despite this week’s promise to 
distribute the shares to its own 
investors if it remains inde- 
pendent 

Sources close to the company 
said “tentative” approaches had 
been made about the slake, but 
no “concrete" proposals had 
been made before the share dis- 
tribution plan was announced 
on Tuesday. 

Forte yesterday left the door 
open to possible buyers for its 
Savoy shares. Richard Power, 


director of public affairs and in 
line for a full boardroom post, 
said: “If somebody makes us an 
offer that is better value lo 
shareholders than the distribu- 
tion then we would have to con- 
sider iL" 

Hotel analysts said yesterday 
that talk of a takeover strike for 
the Savoy were gathering mo- 
mentum. Any buyer of the 
Forte stake would have to 
mount a full bid under Rule 9 
of the Takeover Code. 

The Savoy group, despite 
benefiting from Ihe tourist 
boom in London this year, 
misses out on the big gains that 
would arise from being part of 
an international group - par- 
ticularly marketing. Large in- 
ternational chains are making 
big gains in market share. 


sources, has thrown a time- 
bomb into the battle by taking 
an active role in the bid and is 
demanding that Granada offer 
at least £300m for its shares. 

Asked to clarify whether the 
Council had demanded a hefty 
premium for its shares, a Gran- 
ada spokesman said: “At least 
it shows they are willing to talk 
to us." 

He dismissed suggestions the 
council could be holding out for 
as much as £300m. “That is just 
a negotiating position." 

City sources said stock mar- 
ket rumours circulating yester- 
day that Granada would today 
increase its bid were wide of the 
mark, adding that the company 
would not move until Monday 
at the earliest. Any higher of- 
fer has to be made before 
Wednesday. 

Forte again lashed out yes- 
terday at Granada scon ten tion 
that it could enhance Forte’s 
profitability by £100m annually 
if its bid succeeds. 

The company's advisers chal- 
lenged suggestions, revealed 
yesterday in the Independent, 
that significant savings could be 
achieved by reductions in head- 
office charges and through com- 
bining the Forte and Granada 
roadside restaurants business- 
es and hotels. 

“Why doesn't Granada un- 
derstand that the buying syn- 
ergies between restaurants and 
hotels are minor compared 
with the profit potential of 
good yield management?" 

It emerged last night that 
Granada's £10flm target is 
based on a lower profit than the 
£190m full-year forecast an- 
nounced by "Forte last week. 


Retail 
stake sold 
by Green 


BY NIGEL COPE 


Philip Green, former chairman 
of the What Everyone Wmts re- 
tail chain, has sold his stake in 
Owen & Robinson, the troubled 
retailerwhich was placed in ad- 
ministration last year. 

Mr Green has sold both his 
16 per cent equity stake and the 
£6m of bank debt he acquired 
last year to a consortium led by 
Maurice Dwek, Owen & Robin- 
son s chairman. 

Mr Dwek now plans to refloat 
the company on the stock mar- 
k'd. and concentrate on its 
Foothold chain of 5S sports shoe 
shops which are profitable. In 
what the company is churning is 
a fresh start it has also rene- 
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Professor Patrick Minford (left) and Kenneth Clarke 


Minford tells 
how Clarke has 
got it wrong 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Correspondent 


gotiated the high rents on cer- 
tain stores which have placed so 


lain stores which have placed so 
much pressure on the group. 

Rodney' East and Keith 
Miles, foriner managing direc- 
tor and finance director of 
Etam. the fashion chain, are also 
joining the Owen & Robinson 
board as non-executives. 

Shares in Owen Sc Robinson 
were suspended at 16p last July 
when it said the closure of its 
jewellery business w as costing 
more than expected. 

Mr Green took effective con- 
trol of the company when he ac- 
quired the bank debt from the 
TSB. Since then he has ao^uired 
the Olympus Sports chain from 
Sears in a deal with Tbm 
Hunter, Scottish sports retail- 
er. He also controls the Owen 
Owen department store chain. 


Patrick Minford, one of the 
Treasury's six high-profile eco- 
nomic advisers, yesterday ac- 
cused Chancellor Kenneth 


cused Chancellor Kenneth 
Clarke of failing to understand 
the economy. 

He said that Mr Clarke’s 
misguided policies were jeop- 
ardising the Conservative Gov- 
ernment's re-election chances. 

“Either Mr Clarke does not 
care about the economy or he 


is unable to figure it oul I pre- 
sume it’s the latter," Professor 


sume it’s the 1 
Minford said. 


The Liverpool University 
rofessor and member of the 











professor and member of the 
' Treasury’s panel of independent 
forecasters said the November 
Budget would damage the 
economy. Professor Minford, a 
well-known right-wing econo- 
mist, believes Britain is in a dan- 
gerously feeble state. 

“The policy is wrong, the ev- 
idence shows it is wrong and the 
Chancellor has failed to over- 
ride his officials." he said yes- 
terday. “Put crudely, if the 
Government wants to win the 


time when it was unnecessary - 
improving Labour’s chances. 

Yesterday he added: “It is not 
as if this policy has been widely 
successful There is a serious 
slowdown six months before a 
possible election." Inflation had 
been beaten already, he said. 

Professor Minford's advice to 
Mr Cadre is that he should hold 
a fundamental strategic review 
of economic policy, drawing 
on advice from experts inde- 
pendent from the Ifeasury. 

“lb be fafr to him, not many 
Chancellors have enough grasp 
of economics to override their 
officials. But, at least, others 
have gone to enormous lengths 
to check what those officials say 
with outside experts.” 

The Panel of Independent 
Forecasters, of which he is one 
of the initial members, was no 
substitute. Members of the Pan- 
el are chosen for a wide range 
of views. “You can’t take their 
reports and knit one, pearl 
one,” he said. 



Professor Minford’s 


general election, the Chancel- 
lor has to ignore the Treasury.” 
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lor has to ignore the Treasury,” 

A Treasury spokesman said 
that Professor Minford was 
well-known for his forthright 
views. ‘‘The Chancellor is look- 
ing forward to receiving advice 
from the Panel when It meets 
at the end of the month. He ex- 
pects a lively and frank discus- 
sion,” the spokesman said. 

In his analysis of the Budget, 
published last month. Professor 
Minford described it as "a dis- 
aster for free-market policies”. 
He argued that the Treasury and 
Bank of England had ensnared 
Ihe ChanceUor in a policy of 
killing inflation at any cost at a 


skmately held free-market views 
found much greater favour with 
the government under Mrs 
Thatcher's rule. He is a firm be- 
liever in the success of the 
Conservative Government's as- 
sault on inflexibility in the 
labour market He argues, as a 
result that unemployment is far 
higher than it needs lo be to 
keep inflation under control. 

"Policy is fer too tight A zero 
target for the public sector bor- 
rowing requirement is too tight 
and interest rates are too high ” 
In his last report for the Trea- 
sury Panel, he called for tax cuts 
of £18bn over three years and 
a full percentage point drop in 
interest rates. Mr Clarke has de- 
livered £3bn in tax cuts and a 
quarter point base rate cut. 
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Big mistakes that upset all sides at the Exchange 


‘Mr Lawrence seems 

to have made it 
doubly worse through 
words and actions 
diat at best looked ‘ 
out of place and at 
worst heaped ricicuie 
both on his 

organisation and his 

office’ 


Ayfichael Lawrence never was a popular 
3t .fk? Stock Exchange. Almost 
„ ™ ir e day joined two years ago, he be- 

f1«im U 5 Set P^Pk- Lie was an outsider in 
urry. determined to revolutionise an an- 

? «!L ins ! J ^ lio ^ sh y sa^ cows, and find 
■ r< ?j e f5 r die Exchange in a fasi-chang- 
S S hT?. r A *0°,“ nceded to he trodden on, 
KJSU®; me not had enough for 

cS»2? ° d “> abrasive and aggres- 
^le impounded the impression among 

iSSSdS? 5 ° fa charmJess - jumped-up lit- 

it wasn't just that he didn’t fit, however, 
ne Mock Exchange is a broad church. By 
Sf end he had managed to alienate virtu- 
ally all its constituents m one way or another. 
f,V® Pohhaan’s art, it is often said, is to be 
, things to all men. Mr Lawrence’s pen- 
cnant was the veiy antithesis; he managed 
to act against one faction after another, cru- 
cially. ngbi at the end. against the big baial- 
hons of the Stock Exchange, the all-power- 
nd market making firms. 

-Py'di so many commercial interests 
jostling for position, the chief executive's 
post may perhaps always have been an 
impossible one. 

But Mr Lawrence seems to have made it 
doubly worse through words and actions (hat 
at best looked out of place and at worst 
heaped ridicule both on his organisation and 
his office. His position cannot have been 
helped by a board which while publicly sup- 
porting his actions, whispered cruelly behind 


I his back about what a disastrous appoint- 
ment he was. John Kemp-Welch, a brilliant 
| senior partner while at Cazenove, proved 
, spineless as Stock Exchange chairman, fail- 
1 log to grip the situation before it got out of 
hand. % the end, all he could do was protest 
vainly in die face of overwelming pressure 
from his members for Mr Lawrence to go. 

Mr Lawrence's first big mistake, apart, 
that is, from failing to turn up to the Stock 
Exchange annual meeting and a similar no- 
show at Sir Andrew Hugh Smith's leaving 
do. was to incense broking firms that rely 
heavily on private client business. All that 
he did seemed designed to back the inter- 
est s ofbig institutional shareholders against 
those of the private investor. 

Then he upset the increasingly powerful 
foreign newcomers to London. Rudi 
Mueller, chairman of UBS, resigned from 
the board saying first privately then publicly, 
that he bad lost all faith in the Stock 
Exchange and what it was trying to do. Mr 
Lawrence's failure to grasp the opportunity 
of forming a federal structure with other 
European bourses, preferring instead in true 
Brit style to believe that the Exchange 


ridiculously threatened to sue for defama- 
tion. Finally he caved in and gave S ha relink 
all it asked for. Oh, and then there was the 
Bank of England, which Mr Lawrence man- 
aged to fall out with over Crest, the auto- 
mated settlement system. All this he might 
just about have survived but then he did 
something realty stupid. In his search for a 
populist cause, he decided to take on the 
market-makers. 

There were two prongs to this admirable 
but fool-hardy course of action. The first was 
to suggest that as a way of plugging the rev- 
enue gap that would be left by the demise 
of the Talisman settlement system, the Stock 
Exchange should go into competition with 
its own 'members on services such as inter 
dealer broking. 

Now there have always been two 
approaches to management, both of them 
with merit; to consult or not to consult. By 
chosing the latter route in an organisation 
which £ still more akin to a club than a com- 
pany, Mr Lawrence buried all hope of sur- 


trading on its own, was perhaps one of his 
biggest failings. 

As the farce gathered pace, Mr Lawrence 
chose first to deprive another Stock 
Exchange exile, David Jones of Sharelink, 
of a price feed, then when Mr Jones accused 
him of behaving like a monopolist, he 


The second leg of the attack on the big 
league firms was then unveiled - the rapid 
introduction of an order-driven trading sys- 
tem alongside the present quote-driven 
one. Mr Lawrence was in effect reading his 
own last rites. 

Ironically, that plan, so damaging to the 
profits of entrenched market-makers. looks 
as if it will survive, for at this late stage of 
the game, the Exchange may have no option 


but to bolt on this more competitive way of 
trading. Whether the Stock Exchange can 
cany on in its present form, with all its war- 
ring factions, is another matter. 

Dollar’s blistering 
pace likely to falter 

nphe dollar has got off to a cracking start 

X in the new year, rising to almost a two- 
year high against the yen. But there are good 
grounds to be sceptical about a continuing 
robust performance throughout 1996 a g ai n st 
both the yen and the mark. 

Start with the budget deal - if and when 
it is finally reached. This might give the dol- 
lar a further fillip, but the forex markets have 

long factored an eventual agreement to bal- 
ance the budget by 2002 into their calcula- 
tions In any case, the deal is Augustinian in 
its approach — make me chaste, but not yet 
- wvth the tax cuts front-loaded and the 
spending reductions back-loaded. If a week 
is a long time in politics; seven years is the 
lifetime ofaMetbusalah in the trigger-happy 
foreign exchange markets. 

The current orthodoxy is that fiscal rec- 
titude and currency strength march hand in 
hand. This overlooks the fact that the bud- 
get deficit is already less as a percentage of 
GDP in the US t han it is in Germany and 
Japan. The move from a federal deficit of 
about 2 per cent to balance over seven years 
is hardly the stuff of seismic changes on the 


foreign exchanges. The nub of the problem 
for the dollar is that, for all their riches, 
Americans save too little; foreigners have 
had to make up the balance. This has made 
the US foe biggest net debtor oountiy in the 
worid, a dubious achievement all the more 
striking in that the title has been acquired 
in just 15 years. 

In hs December forecast, the Organisa- 
tion for Economic Co-operation and Devel- 
opment saw little sign of a fundamental 
improvement in the US trade position. The 
nn mifil current account deficit was projected 
to stay at a whopping $150bn - about 2 per 
cent of GDP - for the next two years. 

' Without a sustained move into surplus on 
the current account jest recorded in 1981, 
it is hard to see how the present upswing in 
the dollar can be anything other than a cycli- 
cal rally. As long as the Bank of Japan con- 
tinues to prime the world monetary pump, 
the dollar looks set for further gains ag ains t 
the yen. Even here it is worth noting that a 
recovery to much above ¥110 would risk 
upsetting the trade applecart with the US by 
giving new impetus to Japanese exports. 

Against the mark, the dollar will have to 
battle against more formidable headwinds. 
Few would deny that the German mark and 
the flotilla of linked European currencies are 
over-valued against the dollar. But as long 
as uncertainty persists about the fate of 
EMU, ir is difficult to see the mark losing 
its status as the preferred refuge for investors 
betting against the Maastricht deadline. 


Fleming inquiry looks 
at link with PR firm 


DAVID HEUJER 

Three employees at Robert 
Fleming, tne investment bank, 
have been absent from the of- 
fice while the firm’s compliance 
department investigates alle- 
gations of posable improper use 
of inside information. 

The inquiry focuses on the 
relationship between the three 
employees, the financia l public 
relations firm. Financial 
Dynamics and the alleged leak- 
ing of information about the 
financial results of Caradon, the 
building products group. 

The Robert Fleming probe 
will be a major blow to Finan- 
cial Dynamics, whose chairman 
Tony Knox was last month re- 
buked by the Takeover Panel for 
releasing price-sensitive infor- 
mation to a building analyst 
about possible 1996 profits for 
Amec, the UK constnction 
group. Last night Mr Knox de- 
clined to make any on the 
record comment about the 
Caradon affair. 

Financial Dynamics, which is 


one of the City’s largest public 
relations companies, was sacked 
by Amec - then at the centre of 
a £360m hostile takeover bid - 
after being found to have “failed 
to take sufficient care** in di- 
vulging information to analysts. 

Robert Fleming would make 
no comment yesterday about its 
investigation but it is believed 
that the three employees have 
not returned to work since the 
Christmas break while the firm 
conducts its highly sensitive 
inquiries. A source at the firm 
said yesterday: “It would be 
wrong tosay they have been sus- 
pended but we are looking into 
the matter. If anything untoward 
has happened, then it must be 
sorted out.** 

One of the three is expected 
back at work today; another is 
expected to return on Monday. 

' - The stock exchange launched 
an inquiry into share dealings in 
Caradon, a Financial Dynamics 
client, in October after the 
building products group was 
forced to bring forward its re- 
sults and issued a profits warn- 


ing. On the Friday before its in- 
terim results were due to be 
published Caradon was the 
stock market's most heavily 
traded stock after late afternoon 
dealings saw 26 million shares 
change hands at around 210p 
each. The profits warning on the 
Monday led to a number of bro- 
kers' downgrades. 

One budding analyst said 
yesterday: “It looked very bad. 
There was a leak in the Sunday 
newspapers about problems at 
Caradon. Then the company is- 
sued an abridged version of its 
results on the Monday, three 
days ahead of schedule.” 

At the time dealers expressed 
concern over the trades that 
took place in Caradon on the 
Friday. They said the trading 
implied that some people were 
aware of Cara don's poor per- 
formance. Reports in two Sun- 
day newspapers that the 
company’s results would be dis- 
appointing added to their sus- 
picions that there had been a 
leak. One source said that the 
stock exchange may have aban- 


BA plans to retain USAir links 


RUSSELL HOTTEN 

British Airways said yesterday 
it had no plans to cut ties with 
USAir, the struggling airline in 
which it has a 25 per cent stake. 
Bob Ayiing, who took over as 
BAs chief executive cm Monday, 
said the relationship was im- 
proving alt the tune. 

Bui there was no comment on 
whether BA would lift its in- 
vestment in USAir. BA has un- 
til the end of January to decide 
whether, to raise its stake, 
though there has been talk it 
may try to delay a decision. 

The news came as BA 
reached a newpeakc*f488p, up 


18p, due to a profits upgrade 
from stockbrokers UBS, and 
positive comment from analysts 
at BZW. 

Last year Seth Scofield, US- 
Air’s outgoing chairman, said 
the company was standing on its 
own two feet and did not need 
an injection of cash from BA. 

Mr Aylingsaid: “We have no 
plans to sever links with USAir. 
We're working very well with 
them. The strength of that re- 
lationship improves all the 
time.” 

USAir talked last year to 
American Airlines and United 
Airlines about a posable al- 
liance or merger b u t discussions 


failed. However, BA is strongly 
rumoured be bolding separate 
talks with American Airlines 
about a code-sharing arrange- 
ment and other links. 

Meanwhile,Virgm, Richard 
Branson’s airline group, firmly 
yesterday denied speculation 
that it was dose to forging a link 
with Airrours. Shares in Air- 
tours rose on rumours the two 
companies plan joint holiday 
deals to the United States. Last 
year Virgin was tipped as dose 
to a deal with Amours’ rival- 
First Choice. Virgin said yes- 
terday that there was no truth 
in the suggestion- “Our package 
holidays growth is linked to the 


growth in our airlines busi- 
ness,” a spokesman said. 

Also yesterday, new figures 
from the Association of Euro- 
pean Airlines showed that Eu- 
ropean airlines carried 7.7 per 
cent more passengers in No- 
vember compared with the 
same month in 1994. 

Separately, it announced that 

Herbert Bammer, head of Aus- 
trian Airlines, will be the AEA 
chairman for 1996. He suc- 
ceeds Luxair president Roger 
Sietzen. Mr Bammer said he 
would continue the AEAs dri- 
ve to push national govern- 
ments to end the fragmentation 
of Europe’s airline industry. 


IN BRIEF 


Blair assures Japanese leaders 

Tony Blair, the Labour leader, sought to reassure Japanese busi- 
ness leaders that a change of government in Britain, “possibly 
within months”, would not put their interests at risk, in a speech 
early this morning in Tbkyo. Underlining his “new” Labour patch, 
he told his audience -which included the heads of several house- 
hold-name companies — that the character of a government led 
by him “will be very different, I can assure you, from past gov- 
ernments of either persuasion”. Britain already offers much to 
inward investors, he said. “Under Labour, I believe it would of- 
fer nwre - a better-educated and more sinned wwtforce. But 

he stressed that a Labour government would follow a cautious 
policy of low inflation and sustainablejpublic borrowing, adding: 
-There is no room for macro-economic experiments or nsk-tak- 
ing in this area.” 

More noise from Orange 

Orange, the mobile telephony operator which 
toffiestock market this year, took on 50,000 ne * 

December. The overall figure is lower than that ^ 


BT investors’ 
concerns grow 
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MART FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

Hundreds of small sharehold- 
ers have written to the Gov- 
ernment and BT complaining 
about the effect of tightening 
regulation oc the co mpa ny and 
the decline in the share price. 
A BT spokesman said many 
private inve&ors feel that they 
were sold shares under false pre- 
tences and believe the compa- 
ny is suffering unnecessarily. 

BPs share price has fallen to 
around £3.45 from more than 
£4.80 a few years ago. At the 
time of the sale of the third 
tranche of BT shares in July 
1993 the share price was £4.10. 

Concern among investors is 
thought to have escalated fol- 


powers. City analysts have 
warned that future pricing pro- 
posals from the regulator could 


The consensus is that relations 
between BT and Mr Cruick- 
shank’s office — Oftel - have be- 
come increasingly acrimonious 
and the company could soon 
find itself referred to the Mo- 
nopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission if it refuses to accept 
Mr Cruickshank demands. 

Id a letter last month to 
Michael Heseltine, Deputy 
Prime Minister, one investor 
said: “Don Cruickshank seems 
to be turning into a power 
crazed megalomaniac seeking to 
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latest figures. 

Morgan Stanley profits up 

VS investment 
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from the watchdog, Don 
Cruickshank, to take os 
“sweeping” new regulatory 


813 sfen sale 


Some sources say that BT is 
actively encouraging investors 
to complain. Oftel said that 
Mr Cruickshank would con- 
tinue to cany out his duty as 
he thinks fit 
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Video Arts sells 
out in £25m deal 


7Jf ~ C-\ 


doned its inquiry towards the 
end of last year but resumed it 
again after tape recordings con- 
cerning the Amec affair were Bs- 
teued toby the Takeover Panel. 
The tape recordings appear to 
have highlighted a relationship 
between Financial Dynamics 
and a research analyst al Robert 

Fleming. 

Robert Fleming is believed to 
have listened to further tape 
recordings and discovered a 
conversation between the same 
research analyst and Financial 
Dynamics about the Caradon 
results. It is now trying to assess 
whether any inside informa- 
tion was indeed passed on by the 
public relations firm to that an- 
alysts and if so whether it was 
improperly used. 

At the time of the Amec , 
affair the director-general of tbe 
Takeover Panel, Bill Staple, was I 
reported to have said that be 
hoped the ruling against 1 
Financial Dynamics would serve l 
as a warning to tbe entire mar- 
ket that the regulator was de- 
termined to dean up the City. 
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John Cleese: founder of Video Arts 


rm 


Photograph: FT 


mm 


NIGEL COPE 

Video Arts, the management 
training company founded by 
tbe comic actor John Qeese, has 
been sold for around £25m to 
MediaKey, a media group that 
has announced plans for a stock 
market listing. 

It is the second time Video 
Arts has been sold since Mr 
Cleese founded tbe company in 
1972 with Sir Anthony Jay, the 
author of the I is. Minister series. 

After building a high profile 
business with videos such as 
Meetings Bloody Meeting s and 
enlisting the assistance of oth- 
er comedians and actors such as 
Dawn French and Robert Lyn- 
dsay, Cleese sold the company 
to its management for £43m in 
1989. 

Since then the business has 
been hit by the recession which 
affected training budgets. How- 
ever last year the company was 
still highly profitable and made 
profits of £3m on sales of £12m_ 

Mr Cleese no longer owns a 
stake in the company but has a 


3' 


two year contract to produce 
training videos. Commenting on 
the sale. Video Arts managing 
director John Christinas said: 
“We think it is a marvellous op- 
portunity to raise funds to in- 
vest in new formats and 
CD-Rom in particular." 

MediaKey plans to raise 
around £20m from the float 
which will value the group at 
£30m. It intends to develop a 
portfolio of publishing busi- 
nesses which can be distributed 
on CD-Rom and other new 
media. 

In a second deal, also an- 
nounced yesterday, MediaKey 
is also paying £6m for Marshall 
Information, a publishing com- 
pany which specialises in ref- 
erence books. 

Richard Hannan, former 
mana ging director of publishing 
group Dorling Kindersley, uow 
runs MediaKey. He said the 
deals would enable MediaKey 
to enhance the back catalogues 
of both Video Arts and Marshall 
and begin to produce die library 
of titles on CD-Rom. 
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Whenever 
you’re ready 
to talk, 
we’re ready 
to listen. 


As a nation, weVe famous for hiding 
our feelings. But the country with the 
stHfest upper lips also has one of die 
highest suicide rates in Europe. 

If you find it hard to talk to those 
around you, perhaps you should consider 
talking to The Samaritans. 

We won’t push you to say more 
than you want to and we won’t be 
offended if you hang up. Equally, we'II be 
happy for you to phone back later. 

Our numberk in the phone book, 
and every call is confidential. 

If you’re ready to talk, don't bottle 
it up any longer. 


with you. The Samaritans 

A tagtaxrad Oarfay. 
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Going the whole hog on whisky 


Especially an his lime of year when in- 
vcslmcnl'fnlk gather round blazing log 
Hies with a wee dram to counter the 
frosi andsnou outside, their thoughts 
sometimes idly turn i< • the idea of in- 
vesting in a cask or two of mall whisky 
with a view to Ml ling it to drink them- 
selves. or selling it back at a stagger- 
ing profit when age has made it rare 
and valuable. 

You can buy a hogshead containing 
25U litres of new whisky for as little as 
£yu»). compared wilh a cuned retail 
value ol between £4.ljijl.l and £5.000. 
But befc 're you can hope to gel at the 
retail value j ou will have to pay for the 
storage charges, the insurance and the 
inevitable losses through evaporation 
Irom the cask, known quaintly as the 
angels' share, before you can hope to 
have a commodity that you could bot- 
tle and drink yourself, give to your 
friends or resell to a whisky retailer 
or perhjps a blender. 

There is also no guarantee that the 
malt you would be buying is desirable. 
The hie distilleries such as Glenfiddieh 
will rigop.'usly prosecute anyone who 
claims in have any Glenfiddieh for re- 
sale. 

Mi M iif ihe other hest-known names 
such as Macallan. Highland Park or 
Bow-more sell only tod her distillers 
for blending and refuse to supply 
speculators, although it seems some 
casts sold for blending do turn up on 
the reluiJ market, where they wi)J cost 
substantially more, at least £3.000 for 
a hogshead". There are also stocks of 
casks of whiskies from defunct distil- 
leries on offer, but there is also a fair 
amount of second-rate mall around. 

in fact there are only one or two well- 
known distilleries, Springbank. based 
at Campbeltown, and Tima tin near In- 
verness. w hich will sell single mall in 
casks direct to investors and keep Lhem 
in bond until you want to resell them. 
There arc a couple of London-bused 
retailers. Milroys of Soho which spe- 
cialises in Springbank at £ u UU a 
hogshead including Hi years’ free stor- 
age and insurance, and La Reserve, 
which . 'fieri Springbank in a variety of 
diflerent casks, sherry, bourbon, port, 
cud new in ptei Madeira casks ai 
prices fr.>m C'50 to 1 1.2m >. .After 12 
years each hogshead could yield 
around 450 standard size bottles. 

Advertisements appear from time to 
time from agents offering named sin- 
gle malls at two to four times those 
prices. 

But there is no guarantee that they 
will be around to repurchase your in- 


vestment when you eventually want to 
sell. If you are tempted by a leaflet ad- 
vertising an erotic investment check 
precisely what it is you are buying, 
where it is and who pays the storage 
and insurance costs. 


Jacques Vert 
bombshell 


Hit by fragile consumer demand and 
freakish weather, most retailers have 
been finding the going tough. But yes- 
terday's announcement from Jacques 
Vert, the formal wear manufacturer and 
retailer, was dismal by any standards. 

Shares slumped from ISlp to 115p 
when it emerged that profit for the full 
year will be almost wiped out by one- 
off costs and poorer sales. Orders for 
the spring/summer season are also 8 per 
cent lower due to the poor trading en- 
vironment. This follows a disappoint- 
ing autumn when the warm weather 
denied sales. The market bad been 
primed for a disappointment in No- 
vember when the company warned 
profits would be dented by significant 
capital costs involved in opening more 


in-store concessions. But this bombshell 
was worse than expected. 

Pre-tax profils in the six months to 
October slumped from £13n> to just 
£366,000 due to the £750,000 of store- 
fitting costs as it transfers its wholesale 
business with House of Fraser to a con- 
cession operation. Analysts expect the 
group to do little more than break even 
over the full year. The interim dividend 
is being maintained but there must be 
doubts how long that can continue. 

The company's main problem now 
is that it risks losing support due to a 
series of misfortunes that make it 
look accident-prone. 

A year ago it invested in new tech- 
nology in its manufacturing operations 
but found this disrupted by teething 
problems. It has also suffered from 
management turmoil at the factories. 

In addition to these self-inflicted 
wounds the company has been com- 
peting in a tough arena against an im- 
proved Marks & Spencer and the 
rejuvenated Next. 

After this latest disappointment 
Jacques \fert is likely to be saddled with 
a lower rag-trade rating. The company 
says the balancing of wholesaling with 
a higher proportion of retail sales is less 
risky and that new lines for the autumn 


iaq«es Vert at a gtance 


Mattel value: £11m. share price lisp 


Pre-tax profits (On) -4.65 

-4G-7 

Dividends par share (pence) 2.0 
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winter collection look promising. 
Bolder investors may find the stock at- 
tractive, especially as one winning 
season can transform fashion for- 
tunes . But for more cautious souls the 
shares are best avoided. 


Trinity set for 
further growth 


Trinity Holdings, the specialist vehicle 
manufacturer, won City approval yes- 
terday when it secured the services of 
\fenni Treves as the new non-executive 
chairman. The shares rose 2p to 553p 
after news that a replacement had been 
found for Geoff Holyhead, one of the 
four managers to lead Trinity’s buyout. 

The appointment of Mr Treves, 
chairman of engineering groups BBA 
and McKechnie, should help steady 
nervous investors who have been wor- 
rying whether the Trinity bubble is 
about to burst. Since its flotation 30 
months ago it has outperformed the 
stock market by about 90 percent. Sus- 
tained above average earnings growth 
have made Trinity a City favourite and 
won it a high premium. But bow long 
can it last? The answer is, that there 
is scope for further outperformance 
over the next couple of years. 

Carmichael, Trinity’s fire engine 
builder, was the only disappointment 
in the latest set of interim results, 
thanks to its over-dependence on do- 
mestic market. 

Export orders and a contract with the 
Ministry of Defence will help turn 
around the division's fortunes. With the 
other operations in top gear, there 
seems little reason to believe further 
growth is threatened. Bus registrations 
in the UK grew 26 per cent last year, 
as deregulation encourages bus and 
coach operators to invest in new 
vehicles after a decade of decline. 

Export sales, especially to emerging 
markets, are forecast to continue ris- 
ing rapidly, with some 40 per cent of 
sales going abroad. Sales of self-as- 
sembly bus kits are booming, and they 
also provide healthy margins of about 
15-2U per cent. 

A portfolio of new products has given 
Trinity a solid base in niche markets, 
which offers some protection against 
a decline in growth of its mainstream 
business. With full-year profit forecasts 
put at around £16.5 m. Trinity is on a 
price/eamings ratio of 17. This is a pre- 
mium. but worth paying. 


Tokyo boost 
for world 
markets 
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DIANE COYLE 

Economics Correspondent 

Shares in Tokyo led the way in 
a sparkling performance by 
world financial markets yes- 
terday. Japan's first trailing day 
of the New Year. 

After the opening cere- 
monies. Ihe stockmarket surged 
by nearly 4 per cent to the high- 
est since September 1994. The 
Nikkei index leapt nearly 75)1 
points to close at 20.6 IS, and 
volumes in the half-day trading 
session were heavy. 

US markets took up the 
baton, enjoying their third 
buoyant day in succession. The 
dollar jumped to its highest lev- 
el against the yen For nearly two 
years. It passed the ¥106 level 
to reach its hichest since March 
1994 . 

The Dow passed its previous 
record to reach a high of 5227 
after the first hour of trading, 
before losing some of the gains. 
By midday in New York the in- 
dex was up just over 15 points 
at 5209.25. The US Treasury 
market moved half a point 
higher during the morning. 

Dealers said the driving force 
behind the surging markets was 
positive sentiment about in- 
vesting in the US. “The focus 
is the budget talks, and an eco- 
nomic backdrop weak enough 
to favour lower interest rates," 
said Elias Bikhazi at Deutsche 
Morgan Grenfell in New York. 

The attraction of US markets 
Has died as an important fac- 


tor behind the dollar’s recent 
hurst of strength. Automatic 
trades took it higher yesterday 
after it passed ¥105. 

In turn, the stronger dollar 
spells relief for Japanese ex- 
porters. Corporate earning^ 
should improve dramatically if 
the Japanese currency remains 
weak. Shares of Honda and Toy- 
ota, heavily dependent on ex- 
ports. did especially well. 

Foreign investors were re- 
ported to be prominent in yes- 
terday’s trading in Tokyo. This 
was reflected in huge gains in 
some of the blue chip stocks 
such as Canon, Sony and Toshi- 
ba. Analysts said the new buoy- 
ancy of the Nikkei would give 
Japanese institutions the con- 
fidence to invest more abroad. 

The dollar is expected to re- 
main in the range ¥105-1 10 for 
the time being. "That is the lev- 
el both Japan and the US are 
happy about.” said Yoshinori 
Matsushita, foreign exchange 
manager at Mitsubishi Bank. A 
higher level would start to hurt 
American exporters, whose 
complaints would have partic- 
ular force in election year. 

The White House said yes- 
terday that President Clinton 
and Republican leaders in Con- 
gress were now “writing a real 
budget agreement/' The row 
has kept the Federal govern- 
ment partially closed since 16 
December, but financial mar- 
kets are counting on a seven- 
year deal to balance the budget 
within the next few weeks. 
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Hitting the jackpot with 
a low-flying office staplei 


Hoping: In line for the lottery 


sent the most common prac- 
tice is to pile the game one 
on top of the other in the 
back of the car boot Sadly, 
some of the meat will go off. 
especially if the birds are 
warm and damp. 

“In fact, ihe only way to 
transport game is to make 
sure that they are hung ei- 
ther from the neck or the 
legs whilst allowing a certain 
amount of air to circulate 
freely around the carcasses." 
This is achieved by the 
Hang-Em-High, a system of 
rodslhat fit together in the 
bool of your car, according 
to Mr Bulmer. 

Nothing gets the small busi- 
ness lobby quite so worked 


Women workers at the Tokyo Stock Exchange wore kimonos for the annual ceremony 
yesterday to open the first day's trading of the year Photograph: AP 


City punters have been fclFT = 

seized bv National Lottery • » jy 

fever as the "roU-over" jack- ^ ' 

pot spirals eve r higher. But ££ V- - 

the chances of winning the ^ 

£30m-plus jackpot appear to ^ 

be considerably less certain r* 

than other rather less attrac- «’ 

trve things happening to one. 

For instance, a group of 

actuaries was yesterday 

ru nnin g over the fact that IS T n 

people in the UK were killed s 

in accidents with office 

equipment in 1994. Taking 

the UK working population 

at around 25 million, and 

considering that there are 14 . 

milli on permutations to the ■ 

numbers making up the win- |RV; 

ning lottery figure, the acre- Bfev - - 

aries concluded the >'■*£- / y 

following: that vou would 

need to purchase ai least 10 Hoping: In Ime for the lotte 

Iotterv tickets to have a bet- . 

ter chance of winning the sent the most common prac- 

jackpot than of being kilied Lice is to pile the game one 

bv office equipment. So be on top of the other in the 
warned: set out there and back of the car boot Sadly, 
buv the tickets or watch out some of the meat will go off. 

for that low-flving stapler. especially if ihe biros are 

warm and damp. 

For the City executive who “In fact, ihe only way to 

has every thing. The Hang- transport game is to make 
Em -High Game Rack. sure that they are hung ei- 

Christinas may have been ther from the neck or the _ 
and gone but "this useful in- legs whilst allowing a certain 
vention from Hilltop Prod- amount of air to circulate 
ucts of Newbury, Berkshire. freely around the carcasses." 
is just the thing to transport This is achieved by the 
home vour recently slaugh- Hang-Em-High, a system of 
lered game in the back of the rods that fit together in the 
car. ~ bool of your car, according 

The man behind the inven- to Mr Bulmer. 

Lion. James Bulmer of Purley 

Farm Stables, savs the rack Nothing gets the small busi- 
wOI retail at £19.’95: “At pre- ness lobby quite so worked 

Sometimes just nothing seems to go right as the London 
Stock Exchange's chairman. John Kemp-Wefch. can testify 
Yesterday the chairman was preparing himself for the tricky 
business' of explaining to an expectant press conference ex- 
actly why the chief executive Michael Lawrence was leaving. 
Just as be was about to begin to address the restive hacks. 

Mr Kemp-VYelcb leaned down to the microphone on the 
desk in front of him and asked: “Can you bear me at the 
back?**. Unfortunately the mike belonged to a BBC Radio 
man who was kneeling down in front of the desk. The embar- 
rassed radio man exclaimed : “1 don't work here,** at which 
point the gathered hacks cruelly guffawed. Mr Kemp-Welch is 
made of stern stuff, however, and fairly rattled though the 
press questions. YMien his own adviser told him to wind it up, 
he replied: “Oh no. I'm really beginning to enjoy this.” 


IN BRIEF 


Abbey profits take a tumble 

Abbey, the Irish construction company, saw taxable profits fall 
from lr£4.5Sm (£4.87m) to lr£3m in the six months to 31 Octo- 
ber. It said trading conditions in the UK and Ireland were com- 
petitive. with the added difficulty in ihe UK of falling house prices 
and plant hire rates. The interim dhidend is held at 2. Ip. 

Simba Fund raises £19m 

The Si mbs Fund has raised S3fim (£l Q m) through a placing of 3 
million shares at 1 cent each with warrants attached on 3 one- 
for-five basis Shares were placed with 21 subscribers. 

Full speed ahead for British-Bomeo 

Briiish-Borneo Petroleum Syndicate anticipated a full drilling pro- 
gramme for 1996. and said its participation in recent Gulf of Mex- 
ico oil discoveries should ensure 1995 was the fifth consecutive 
year it increased oil and gas reserves in the region. Alan Gavnor. 
chief executive, said: 'These recent discoveries and farm-in deals 
represent a continuation of good performance .** 

Druck results improve to £4.4m 

Druck Holdings, the electronics group, improved taxable prof- 
its from £2.6ra to £4.4m for the half-year in 30 September. Div- 
idend is lifted from 4.1p to 5p. John Salmon, chairman, said it 
should be remembered that the first half last year started slowly 
and there was only a three-month contribution from the acquired 
companies, Unoraat and 1PH. He added that the first half this 
year had been “very good” from the start and there was a full 
and increasing contribution from these acquisitions. “We expect 
to make further good progress." 

Cluff takeover declared unconditional 

Lonrho’s 41.4 percent-owned affiliate Ashanti Goldfields has re- 
ceived acceptances for shares totalling 76/27 percent of Cluff Re- 
sources. and has declared its takeover offer unconditional. More 
than 40 per cent of the acceptances were for new Ashanti shares. 
The offer was one the basis of one new Ashanti share for every 
12 Cluff shares, or 105p cash per share. 

Media group makes £321,000 provision 

Winchester Multimedia is making a £321.200 provision for the 
liquidation of European Consumer Publications, its 49 per cent- 
owned affiliate. It does not expect to recover its £39,200 invest- 
ment in ECP. or the advance of £290,000 made towards opera- 
tional costs. 

Graseby enters Japanese alliance 

Grasehy's subsidiary. Graseby Product Monitoring, has entered 
into a distribution agreement for its metal detector products with 
Yamato Scale of Japan. 
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Accountants ‘stunned’ by Finance Bill’s complexity 


PAUL WALLACE 

and nic cicirm 

Kenneth Clarke's Budget 
speech lasted just over an hour 
the Finance Bill, published yes- 
terday contained nearly 200 
clauses and weighed in at over 
400 pages long. 60 pages longer 
than last year. 

It came under immediate as- 
sault for its length and com- 
plexity - from both politicians 
and accountants. 

"The public and business will 
find it incredible that a gov- 
ernment who are so long on 


rhetoric of lifting burdens and 
ending bureaucracy today fail to 
match their words with reality 
and instead deluge the public 
with such a huge volume of 
extra legislation- “said Andrew 
Smith. Shadow Chief Secre- 
tary to the Treasury. 

The proposals on executive 
share options, and the costs and 
administrative burdens on busi- 
nesses and the self-employed of 
the new self-assesanent taxation 
regime, were two parts of the 
bill which Labour intends to 
scrutinise closely. 

The Opposition wOl also be 


pressing for further consultation 
on the taxation of gills and 
bonds - which takes up almost 
100 pages of the legislation - as 
well as pressing again for tax 
breaks for new capital invest- 
ment and using capital gains lax 
to encourage longer-term 
investmenL 

Leading accountants also 
criticised the length and com- 
plexity of the bill. “I was 
stunned at the fact that it was 
in two volumes this year,” said 
David Oliver, a senior corporate 
tax partner at Coopers & Ly- 
brand. 


“The way in which it s been 
written is no different from in 
the past" said Ian Barlow, UK 
head of tax at KPMG. He 
added that the clauses written 
bvprivate sector draftsmen, in 
a Treasury experiment, did not 
show any improvement on 
those drafted by the Parlia- 
mentary Counsel. 

Accountants said that the 
bill did not contain any unex- 
pected additions as in the one 
last year. “There don't seem to 
be any nasty surprises as in the 
previous bill," said Kevin Pa- 
terson, corporate tax partner at 


Ernst & Young. They also wel- 
comed some measures in the 
bill, notably turning a number 
of extra-statutory concessions 
into law and revisions to the new 
landfill tax. 

However, Penny Hamilton. 
VAT partner at Coopers & 
-Lybrand, said that the scale of 
VAT anti-avoidance measures 
in the legislation was another in- 
dication of the enormity of the 
task confronting would-be tax 
simplifiers. “We're going to be 
in this cat and mouse game for 
some time to come,” she said. 

About 14 million savers and 


26 million taxpayers will bene- 
fit from the measures in the bill 
Among those gaining are small 
savers who will no longer have 
to pay tax on savings, such as 
building society accounts, at 
the new raie of 24 per cent. 

The Chancellor, Kenneth 
Garke, inLends to cut the tax to 
20 per cent, adding £4 to every 
£100 of interest received al- 
ready. However, retired people 
whose earnings are below the 
tax threshold or who arc already 
in the 20 per cent tax bracket, 
will not benefit from the 
change. The personal allowance 


for people aged 65 to 74 is set 
to be £4,910, up from £4,630. 

Other changes include a pro- 
posal not to tax compensation 
paid by insurance companies to 
those who were mis-sold per- 
sonal pensions. In most cases, 
pension transfer victims would 
normally be reinstated into the 
scheme they had left or if that 
was not possible, their person- 
al pension would be topped up. 
But in instances, such as when 
the account-holder has died, 
where compensation must be 
paid in cash directly to the es- 
tate, it will not be taxed. 


5g£g ■ 

- Photograph: Dale Cherry 

up as the ease with which 
bankrupt businesses can 
avoid paving buck unsecured 
creditors". The subject is not 
new. however, having been a 
hot topic in the IMh century. 

Debtors at that time were 
able to claim sanctuary from 
their creditors within certain 

city areas stipulated by the 

church. Thomas More in his 
History of King Richuni III 
written in about 1513. de- 
scribed the sanctuaries as 
having become a rabble of 
thieves, murderers and mali- 
cious Lraitors. 

David Graham QC, an in- 
solvency specialist who re- 
tired from Coopers & 

Lvbrand two years ago. is 
writing a history of English 
law on going bust during the 
year 1543 to 1 603. and ac- 
cording to Coopers' insol- 
vency journal. PJi»x?ax. 
pretty bloodthirsty work it is 
too. For instance, in certain 
cases the church was allowed 
to dig up the corpses of dead 
bankrupts and remove them 
from consecrated ground. In 
16th century Italy bankrupt--, 
had a dreadful time: 

"Insulting and reviling 
procedures were ordinary, 
such as ihe wearing of dis- 
tinctive headgear." 


Inchcape 

disposal 

raises 

£56.2m 

MATHEW HORSMAN 


Inchcape, the international car 
distributor, will book an ex- 
ceptional profit of £29m fol- 
lowing the sale of its Quarry Bay 
site in Hong Kong to Pacific 
Century Group for £56. 25m. 

The move is the latest in a 
series of asset disposals by the 
distressed company, which has 
recently sounded profit warn- 
ings and been forced to make 
write-offs of more than £100m 
due to the declining competi- 
tiveness of Japanese car man- 
ufacturers worldwide. 

The site, owned by Inchcape 
subsidiary Crown Motors, the 
Hong Kong-based distributor of 
Toyota, presently houses Crown 
Motors' head office, one of six 
Hong Kong service centres and 
one of eight area showrooms. 

Pacific Century plans to de- 
molish the 12-floor building on 
the site to make way for a new 
commercial development. 

During the year, Inchape 
said the Crown Motors facilities 
would be moved to new, pur- 
pose-built headquarters in 
Hong Kong. 

As part of the sale agreement 
Inchcape has already received 
15 per cent of the purchase 
price, wilh the balance due at 
the end of the month. 

The proceeds will be used to 
develop Crown Motors' busi- 
nesses and to reduce debt. 

City analysts have pruned 
back profit forecasts for 1996 to 
£16G-£17f)m, but some expect 
Inchape to recover within the 
next two years. The poor per- 
formance has been directly re- 
lated to its over-dependence on 
sales of Japanese cars, which 
have suffered as a result of the 
rising yen. The company hopes 
to build up its car components 
and accessories divisions and to 
develop distribution agree- 
ments with non-Japanese car 
manufacturers. It is also plan- 
ning to float its insurance 
broking business, Bain Hogg. 

A turnaround would mark a 
break with recent trends, as fn- 
chape has undeperformed the 
UK market by 60 per cent over 
the past two years. The share 
price and profits have taken 
such a hammering it was re- 
moved from the FT-SE 100 
last month. Sir Colin Marshall, 
formerly chief executive of BA, 
was appointed non-executive 
chairman from 1 January. 
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spins high on hopes of a fast demerger 


HofkMhiii Thorn EMI's long 
wailed demerger will he uu* 

, c ! Ii:t | seni the shuns, 

'•pinning ?(ip higher It* L^SSn. 

1 "V 1-us h hv J- t >rte |, j spiff ffs* 

WUcring and hold opera lions 
j-i/lLV Oranad.i emerged as ;j 
hosiile hiJJcr is th.njyht to 
nave sp c . c j c j yp (h L - cnrporale 
mmUs ai Thijni who decided 
ui July iu \p|ii ihc music and 
rental nper.il inns. 

Tile advantages L >f such a 
fnovg hud been pressed on the 
group fo r >L . ;irv Bll , lhrwr 
vears earlier ii had turned its 
paektir. hrg.tl.ing up. 

Takeover talk was almost 
cerium!;, responsible lor the 
anniil-iiinj. 

Wall Disney was among 
those th«, ughl to be' hovering, 
keen in bus what is regarded 
as one ill the best music busi- 
nesses in i he world. 

There is thought to have 
been considerable uggruvation 
in the Thorn boardroom over 
die splii. it i s said director* 


were divided mlo three camps; 
those supporting a two way 
split /music and rental J: a 
three way break up (music, 
rental and retail) and an en- 
trenched band opposed to any 
divisii m of the spoils. 

The Mock market believes 
Thorn has settled on a simple 
demerger - rental, which will 
include the retail business, 
and music. 

The* week the group added 
to iis rental muscle in the US 
by splashing out .ft>5.5m fur two 
companies. 

With details of the split ex- 
pected. analysts arc busy cal- 
culating ihe iikely value of the 
demerged group; a figure of 
I /MU Ip :i share, with the musk- 
side enjoying the more glam- 
orous rating, is a popular guess. 
If they are right the scope for 
Thom in make further head- 
way is clear. 

British Airways was anoth- 
er flying high, inspired by a 7.9 
per cent increase in December 
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rfffM DEREK PAIN 

L 1 ! mS? : 'jk Stock market reporter 
Ik of the year 


traffic and a £10m UBS prof- 
it upgrade to £58Um. 

Suggestions the group is on 
the verge of clinching a deal 
with American Airlines was an- 
other factor which helped fuel 
an ISp gain to 4S8p. Current- 
ly BA has a link with USAir. 
where it has a 25 per cent 
shareholding. There has been 
talk BA will sell its USAir in- 
leresl which could resirici its 
American operations. 

But American Airlines 
could provide the internal car- 
ry over service which BA needs 
for its trans-Atlantic flights. 

British Aerospace, on Or- 
ange flotation considerations 
and talk of Middle Eastern 
contracts, gained ISp loSGbp. 


The rest of the market failed 
to continue its record breaking 
run. In morning trading the FT- 
S£ 100 index reached a new 
trading peak, up 7.4 points at 
5,723, 'but by Ihe close was 
nursing a modest \3 fall at 
3,714.1, despite a firm opening 
New York performance. 

There is a belief the market 
could move ahead next week 
when many of the leading in- 
vestment managers, who are 
inclined to take an extended 
New Year holiday, are back at 
their desks. 

Second line shares, as mea- 
sured by the FT-SE 250 index, 
continued to edge towards 
their peak, achieved nearly 
two years ago. 


Takeover speculation re- 
mained in the insurance sector 
with Britannic up 14p at 813p 
and Refuge 1 lp higher at 4S5p- 
The Halifax Building Society 
is looking at an insurance deal 
and Liverpool Victoria is said 
to be stalking London & Man- 
chester, up Hp at 42Sp. 

Without a bid the insur- 
ances - and, indeed, most fi- 
nancials - look overvalued 
and unless corporate action 
breaks out soon the shares 
could be under pressure. 

Takeover talk again swirled 
around Lloyds Chemists with 
Asda said to be prepared to of- 
fer 350p a share. UniChem was 
also in the frame, ft was 
enough to lift Lloyds another 
6 p to 276p. 

British Steel added 6.75p to 
168.25p as US steel prices 
were lifted and Hanson con- 
tinued its new year rally, gain- 
ing 6.5p to 203.75p with the 
staid conglomerate’s 7.6 per 
cent dividend yield attracting 


increasing attention. It is re- 
garded as a better dividend 
play than British Gas (7 per 
«ntl and even P&O 0& P^ r 
cent). 

Spirit shares strengthened 
on s ugg estions Guinness, the 
biggest Scotch whisky group, 
was about to lift puces by 
around 3 per cent. Guirmess 
rose 5p to 487p and tbe High- 
land Distilleries, ihe subject 
of recent sell advice, 13p to 
342p. 

The generators dimmed on 
a rumoured Goldman Sachs 
c autio n. National Power lost op 
to 436p and PowerGen Sp to 
520p. 

Inches pe’s Hong Kong sale 
and the improving currency di- 
mate helped ihe shares op 
high er to 261p but Jactjues 
Vfert, a fashion group, was in 
tatters, off 66p to 115p. fol- 
lowing a profit plunge. 

'Winchester Multi Media 
tumbled ISp to 56p on its 
publishing loss. 


TAKING STOCK 


□ Dailywin, watchmaker for 
many leading brands, held at 
158p. Timex has 5 per cent 
and is expected to exercise its 
option to increase its holding 
to 20 per cent in March at the 
I28p the shares were floated 
nearly a year ago. The compa- 
ny has its management in 
Hong Kong, manufacturing in 
Ch i na and a Bermudan domi- 
cile, Butterfield Securities 
recommends tbe shares. 
Analyst David Fitzsimon is 
looking for profits of £24hn 
this year and £42m next. 

□ Union, the financial group, 
is attracting attention again 
with results doe in March. 
There has been busy trading 
in tbe past two days with the 
shares up 5p at 97p. A major 
shareholder may have 
increased his stake; one pos- 
sibility is Joseph Lewis who 
has built a 25 per cent inter- 
est in auctioneer Christie 
International. 
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Emm 1715 R5 008 
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Cm> Ida im M Itaagn Ud 
CvtoOoiBd 2311 2534 UD 

Do Gen hem <3w ««8 UD 

DoIXonwDa 078 0*8 400 

DuMChan 3X» 3937 *P0 

Ds Gk & FinO ktntit 4183 40* 60 

OoCtanttUte 23W 5317 3® 

DO Bon* 015 m 8>7 

Domaomn £301 2533 021 

Do Haiti Anwopl 2S4B MS 025 

Oo FuEjcu 3039 325 101 

doLKMwCh w an 1» 

Oa&nwan 9UH 9644 OS 

Do Jwoian Gmarti 5088 5331 BOB 

DpfMihcara » BW 3B 

DgBjnH 5315 5671 2C 

Cn^nmlM TIB Kaiqin 181 

hnHKOT*# Gen BUD 20380 

(honlMn) 2B3JD mm 

EUOMOIM 866* 9411 188 

ItawnlWH «U7 9680 106 

JapaiSGw TUB 7H87 

(hsununca) nx na 

Snake Cm B3S 9821 148 
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CKnti 480M 5B40 178 

IhCUnUnO) 88080 9«32C 178 

KPialQoMi 4«k« 4*90 SL7® 

IhxunUW 850® 69180 376 

KMiPonUa HB300 053400 0211 

than Urea) oseaoo mosuw an 

SpttOlSU tor 12040 41BB 

frWuhh) H050 «S0 189 
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D0S6 dOB3 
QUO MS 

7572 aano 
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ftawit 

(*can(HB| 


ecanwT 

9 9171 3HBSQB 
718 769 OOO 
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6283 8731 000 
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301 3GS IS 

4983 9301 139 

S75* 6121 058 

8071 6458 OS) 

06 1378 <649 

21*9 SB* <649 

067 7128 au» 

as* TUB am 

DU 093 037 

084 M65 037 
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7587 77B tOM 

9832 3684 401 

0573 5833 481 

SZB B27 848 

BU 1722 048 

6MC 6708 500 

966 «73 600 

2358 2SU 008 

2358 SIS aao 

213 2BB 0325 

3331 3544 <Q25 


S2 650 420 

6422 5731 4S 

WWW 
ma ao3 iw 

B2S B41 sum 

5473 5822 (047 

3«S 3738 009 


3483 31367 

ssaoa sstrt 

89*0 7377 

0738 M7K 

atso 3B8S 
6057 OHS* 
332*4 35537 

29186 3X148 

«9 50)4 

30900 82826 

5824 6120 

MB 8885 
29480 MjP M 

■808 0888 
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8828 B45* 

0234 0300 
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0522 9080 

23587 hM 
22811 3*429 

23717 25377 

29188 30087 

M090 W 
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5®8 0*8 
6577 0*8 
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Commodities 
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U1B17S Band STB 
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50 

c S E 

265 Krugunces 38S X £49 S5 

133 Sow 3094 5561 

68 Nobte® 402G 36070 

32 Maple Leaf i3G *8 25666 
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Handicappers swing 

from yesterday’s hero 


Racing 

JOHN COBS 

A ye f.^ Cekk Swing re- 
ceived the rnosi glowing refcr- 

““ from ,he handiapC^ 
who compile Ihe lnleroaHonsd 
Ctesfficanons. This year, alnM 
ns tflhe, were blaming 
kn ‘ n S * h ™ down, ihey h avE 
snubbed him* - 

Then he was given ihe high- 
est rating achieved by a juvenile 
-turfmje 17-yeaJ hLory of 

5*° ““fraaon. ar 130 a fiill 
ft*™"- temporaries. 
P e 5V/’ aiter a season in which 
he failed to win a British Clas- 
sic, Celtic Swing could not com- 
mand such impressive figures 
again, but having erred on ihe 
optimistic side last year, the 
handicappers have not been so 
generous to the dark bay colt 
this tune. On a figure of 1.34 he 
is 61b behind Britain’s best, 
Lammtarra, but also deemed 
51b inferior lo Bahri. whom he 


^2 n l hc , onJ y occasions 
on which they met. 

At least Celtic Swing has an 
opportunity to prove that the 
tipt Set of figures came nearer 
o the truth as he remains in 

training this year with theDuhai 

World Cup as his first target 
i-amjmarra. who despite head- 
,r )§ figures for three-year- 
otds and upwards, was allowed 
a rating of only 130, will have 


»V-i _54~. W.-T" "Jj 


itpply 

Gibbs: great sadness 


1220 Crack On 
1250 Whitebonnet 
3-20 Court Melody 
150 Much loo High 


HYPERION 

2- 20 Sedge Warbler 
ISO Tim 

3- 20 REPEAT THE DOSE (nap) 
150 Boss's Bank 


COTOG: Chats - art: Hurdles- Soft (Heavy parohesi 
■ Right-hand, undidMing drculL. Run-in ul HOyd. 

5.^?' Suf F*™* rrom Northnmpion sauon. ADMISSION: 
Member* S -.Taiteralb i8; Course £4 (Car plus all occupant SUJi. CAE P ARK: Free. 

I met I I MOW* I 


■ LEADING TRAINERS Wrra EUNNEKS: D NIchotoon - H winners Iron. 16 run 
aers ©vw a success nmo or 30.4% and a prrrftt mail level stoke of S45.rtf); Nn 1 McK- 
. , ~J*3 ? - J 0 *. +*<-*; T Forster — 12 winners, &» runners. 

-i- — -Us: Mrs J Pitman — 11 wmiwre. 49 runners, 22.4%. -&2JM. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: M Brennan — 20 winners. 97 rides. 20.8%. + £30.43, R Dn»- 

. wuwers. 80 rides. 20%. 128 1 ; A Mafinire — ] 0 winner*, 08 rides, 19.1%, 

L Harvey — 13 winners, fOi rides. 12.8%. -480.80. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS. It’s Not Uy Fault (12250) has facer sew. 207 miles by 0 
Justus from WooQeigh, Devon. 

1 1 2 201 ASH tUOlOlUL HUNT NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) (DfV 
l) £4000 added 2m Penalty Value £3^21 

1 2-001*1 MOCIKffTJCCDllMRrMcCb^UJerfaftrUIl Jfcboree 

2 2-0PP1 CAVAIOO (34) (H J Uenoasl H Mamas 7 11 11 MAQatofctaMG 

3 1KJ CRACX ON (22/ (0 R feppattl P HMbs 6 11 U OtfcCotf 

- CO-3 MSnwEIlC (Rl) (Rttan & EkaOetfi Wdros) Mr J Pnman 6 U 5 .W Manna 

5 OP DWWy MLE (51) (Rttcn Cou Ms M McCan 5 11 5 SCBTard 

6 022 DREAM RIDE (22) (Geny Monant & ChretOfOer Oad£) D Mctafcon 6 11 5 — AMapAe 

7 M mEBisnE CHAT |3Q (The FanayPanretsfe)! S Dow 611 S ADidm 

8 £3 BYSARI (22) QAis R Cobftfo) M ftpb 7 115 QBrid^atar 

9 P-F LAGHAM UD C8| lUr; Sue Aafogton-Smoni J GiffcTO 7 11 5 PHtie 

10 DM L0NZAVMl£V(23)lAWFQappenDr)DtexUlo711S Died* 

11 OP MQNSEUR BROOKS (38) (Mn Danse Brooks) R Strange G 11 5 RStnate 

12 5-eO PtL£fflirSMSS10N(22] 0 M Kaneari G Bating 6 11 5 APMcCoy 

13 CO> RELATIVE CHANCE (415) [Mss 5 Ifouga&'FtoiBit} J Kmg 7 11 5 _...S Upton 

1* 50 SUUVG WW^fj IS £ Hanati Plrte&wd 11 5 BBritany 

15 53 TIE GREY FRIAR (39) (8F) |M J FttunS UesHKn^i 7115 Mr J Cnfcty (7) 

16 DO- HARVEST VffiW (238} a>PP8wri;C&»*s 6110 Sta% 

17 2-1 KMBE7IA HOWARD (46) (Mrs Sckia Thomson Jonas) Ms D Hoe 6 11 0 JFTBtoy 

13 CJ333 STRATHMORE LDOGE (30) U U Jetteson) 1 M Nflerson 7 110 U Dwyer 

-IBdecMnd- 

BEmNC: M Crack On, 5-1 Drena RMe, 6-1 Arithmetic, 8-1 Henrietta Howard, 10-1 Arctic Ufa. 
Gysart. 12-1 The Grey Mar. 16-1 odors 
1993: Frfjresseaaaiy 6 11 5 A Magre 5-2 (D henoisni 6 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Ari thm eti c. Gysart and Henrietta Howard hew: an down plenty of pramne in NH 
races and could quite easily make ihe transftion to hurraing «wth che minimum of hiss, 
■jwugn ire Balance of form suggests CRACK ON can win from Dream RMe and 
Str a t h mor e Lodge. Crack On. a pumper winner himsdf last season, shown plenty 0 i 
atrf.T, *vwi when last of throe to Le Rrouirf at Newbury on r*s hunffing debut and then 
.-an me umM Coi* Euuname » four lengths at Sandown He heat Whanaboo at 
Herolord. u-iOutS> perhaps not as easjy as erpecied. but the pair were well clear and a 
srf'er course I4ro trus, should sut him much more as he has plenty of starmna- Droam 
Rice ran second a subsequent winner Chaprasa in a decent bumper at Chepstow on 
o-iiy his second stan and put m an encoira^ng first run over hurtles by finfshmg second 
to ismeno nene before Christmas, 10 lengths ahead of Arctic life with Wgrira'a 
Mission a tong way back m ninth. He'll improve a lot for ute experience and #ts a very 
haso> Tib from Crack On. Strathmore La® was having her first ouwvg in over a year 
when ;niro m a mares' hurtle race at Leicester last month. She w«l wm races on that 
snjmng. SeJectkw: CRACK ON 

To gfil OAK CONDmOfiAL JOCKEYS SELLBVfi HANDICAP HUR- 
DLE (CLASS G) £2^00 added 2m 5f Penalty Value £2,052 

1 33U« H. BAMBRtO 0S)(C) (HI Manners} H Marvws 8 120 -* Afajxmi r7) 

2 531WR NORDIC FLASH f38) (D9orrniG)TJ Nazran 5< 11 7 M Payne (7) 

3 FL~-L30 D0CC0TTOU.(39)IBateSAmsRartrwshplfirMaDn-0BHesfill 7 S Jaynes Pi 

i 13133F TTS N0TM7 RVULT (25) (DJ (PJcnesl Pkrcs8 11 6 0tamws(3) 

5 505UOO- DAUAI (251) (Mrs Qttra TArs) S Hans 5 11 6_ — SOT tomeip) 

6 100204- PETTTE BUOU (2S3) (Mrs Carol Mewrotl R Bmlhaiton 5 11 2 DVWcii 

7 CP -2250 mraoi*ermntaajeOi>GiBJit>cE8m6Ui sof*foWh*rf 

8 503300 SB CRUSTY 05) IP) (Miss B Sire*) C Janes 1A 10 7 Pffflp Holies (31 

9 61PCSC LOFTY EfS) flSA) £2^ [M® P ALrtoV WMiKWi 6 10 6 IR*pte 

10 200-506 UJKS AMJRA (23) (MoiIbiv) Semen Iwestmens LaJ) W Day 8 10 6 — &y tarts 

11 52,-00 AH6M®S[21)® MlivSDLtojo9102 BFertoe 

12 P0W26- COWS UIIIE HEUA(479) (MR Cartel DG«a0ny 8 100 ISSpe 

13 033KB ORAGONBST (16) (D ftodacW FJ(KtSl6100 -3? gran 

14 6AJ01-M DAUCMM(iq(D)(E4Racs4 ACamN8100 RJaWan 

15 PS6060 POWEVBXfttO BELLA (24) (Ws Helen CSrVfij Mis L JaeS ID 10 0 .WWrtshp] 

16 «WP CQALN8TO0tE(34| (Me ChaneUptoflli Upson 8100 C Series (7} 

-SB dadoed- 

Mrtrrmm de&itr lost Oana&xm P c mc s! *) Beta 

9S SS. Cotf Not Data 9s Ski. 

BEnwO: 4-1 DraRBoadsL 8-1 Doc Cothfl, 8-1 Dwoda,t0ny Deed, VNMaeDet, 10-1 PesltaB- 
loo, 12-11 Batono, 1A-1 attwn 
1395: Rtmundsans GoU 5 11 8 A P McOoy 7-2 (G L Moors 12 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

DAMCADA K only moderate but a mp Wia this on a stiff track with plenty of cut m the 
gound brings out tha best m rwn. Having been off for almost a year ne was 
understandably shot of hm best when he and D ntgnmnW were puked up at Cnepaow 
lest month. He ar least meets me fifth In But race. H Bambino, on 2st better am and 
he ran nuh better when founn to Kreef a Uxttaw next ume. Dragmrrtst uent past him 
for ine mnor berth but the change m Bound wil favour Oamcada mew. tr»f4t* My 
F«rtt should be um&iter for last month's run at Newton Abbot era comes we9 mo the 
redraw* on Ws best form. He was thud in a 19-iww seller wer the cause and 
tfcstawe m February before gening up to pip Five Hag; in sfouiar compar y at Hu ntragfon 
and loves these te6»w contfltions. WMtebomet was never seen witn a Cham*- come 
to that, he was rwr seen in the fog - at £ Wer on New Year's Day an6 Lofty Deed, 
another who nes particuiarty we# in testing conditions, is preferred- He t% nicety weqpttfio 
on «s loceswwn over Mt> miles last season and has nm respect** over wo mto a 
halt mites, w ne should stay. PocCotMU has nod a mnfo tone 

has put fwn n^n off he'd have to nave a chance m 00 ** deteal « SoWts 

View on heavy pound at Ungfiefd last v«r. Setocbon: DAMCADA 

rsr-^n FRED WrTHINSTON MEMORIAL HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
|l»jgU} d) £5,300 added 2m 6f Pen^ty Value £4,435 

1 B 121743- QgRSTlAAS SflftSE (419) (D RSWCTfO D Doda rt 1012 0---- 

2 12RJM NORDiEIBSlIWEJZOJ^s^DnwynwJWjrtfescnSllS -;“£££ 

3 2/2F100- TOBWSTW £294) Hfel Daasi D 

i 4231BS- CGPOiAJlcsaoifTeisOsspaaKPsm^^O^c^ai&ii 1 ^ ^r pteCw 

5 P -U2PU COURT MBOCN {251 Wck CObuml P ffclicto81012 --APlfcW 

6 Ff3in Fm0F*EJ32)lJlWertGftiv.iKB a fo}_910jD 

7 L^f2-P0 MAESTRO PAUL {34} (H T fWiami J GiSW 1D1DB— in1r 

S 0=LJ32-3 BABWaUCKP^yotaCatt***^®^ 8102 

9 3S621P SOLD GBIT (4) lA A fe^i A Jotk 7 10 0_~ r rmh 

JO 231P-P0 SJBWJ»ai39*&5WWI'» f «P 9 J 1D0 

-10 declared- 

Umwm J <& Body Stack, 

SETTING: 5-2 Cart MeWy, 3-1 FiB of fire, 5-1 IWTttag Trtx, 6-1 Dnspw®*, 

124 tertfwrt Sfltarei Soto 1 A -1 oBwm 

1995: Pirty Srw#«l 7 10 0 tt\ UagMK evos iD NefOfewiBran 

COURT MEUWY has turned over a ’ateaSlSiI^SS 

starts and is hack to Worcester, he did well to esneeda 

m Inland two seasons agj. H3w^ anexoafour and a naif fwtongs at 

SB aw peg hack the ^ SmTsiWi*. sdS a nwoe; 

Tiewtan AOtot las nan*- H bh for thts^oS^ * cm ^ es ' 
contmuBS IB pra^ess and has IM a ^asonabie fieffc it «as 

Rnfoi Tri*, only nsl out otjhe ««“ “^J^dhL a to change 

ftcefl Mrth {wo emo/t taste rter docK so'tfws sfitstal be some 

sette. Them wt a K^ouasth^ c«a» ** 

.mproenen: « lam. W he ^ 3 sfog «n the mud. && sme tts 

oul Thew i'- nnhine ^ ^ rf ^ 

s nof ffte best nr* ic monms of Some a! Vx 

samna m abundance. s w py e soul d he a oan 8 er ;nOT {toSL 

wws 3 m strtggwe ot P**"!** mfi on wo strongly for Jason* 

Helen his .urtpmg crottems ^ mow me r^H wpy. Warn* of cut m the 

Bcj at LuSon' oh rea ««™r B S t S w S a wo rnsnrfro ^ 
&GM doesn't wnny Mm- Bai^r . ^ tefird an Uet occasion an«, 

' toCuHM#! Ld 31 Euffif. ^ gP weft rf sWmng *C 

, w«h only »b more than me irunmcn. e eftnoeo em 
1 awima. Selection: COURT frfELOOY 

l„ CHESTNI/r JOVENB-E NOVICE (CLASS E) £3,200 

2m Penalty value £2398 


S Curran 

ft Johnson 

,WWrtsh(51 

C D»ri« (7? 


no opportunity lo improve his 
status having been whisked off 
to stud. His mark is some 1 lib 
below Dancing Brave, the high- 
est-rated horse since these 
records began. 

Despite clinching the big- 
race treble of Derby. King 
George and Are last achieved 
24 years before by Mill Reef, 
Lammiarra languishes behind 
other recent champions in Ref- 
erence Point (rated 135), Warn- 
ing (133), Old Vic and Zilzal 
(134), Dayjur (133), Generous 
il37) and Si Jovitc (135). 

Also of concern is that 
Lamnitarra is rated 21b inferi- 
or lo America's Cigar (132), 
who lops the world list as the 
Classifications fully embrace 
the European and North Amer- 
ican form for the first time. 

Britain's senior handicap- 
per, Geoffrey Gibbs, argued 
that it was impossible to rate 
Lammtarra any higher. “There 
is a requirement within racing 
that we need heroes and 1 


6 60 KM) NONCE (S3) 'Ms Debra tons) S Hans 10 10 MBmnm 

7 00 UKD fMSBKK QB) (Dm Duooni Mss S Moon 10 10 I Boy 

8 RANGST SLDAfC (G fiero. G Fierro 10 10 6aylja» 

9 OPCr TBSKANO (54) iBeiidws CorroTOrtxV Curnpon£<l5 Lrtl 0 WAom. 10 10 _._fl Nn0H (3) 

10 5 MIVH. (15) 0*l C ta« Sir*ui) D Pteyidscn 10 5 AMa^taB 

11 70UIE BAfiAAlE ffR) (47) IMe. P3VMrtv< M IVe 10 5 Jlfoffffntoi 

• 11 dfidvsd ■ 

BETTING: 9-2 Touto RagaBta, 7-2 SMvd. VI Uadi Too 5-1 Coart Joker. 10-1 Hom*ja RNw, 

14-1 Dobys Gene, 1S-1 often 
1995: BaLawA 4 10 10 A Ma§jve 9-4 ID Gandoool 7 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

The pounu was testing when COURT JOKER won a weB-corttasied imie-and-a-haff 
Owner at Newbury in October and he mode an encouragng sun over hurdles when fifth 
u> Prooheis Honour a tacesier. Two subsequom winners hare come out of (he race and 
Cotf Joter seems an Ideal type for ffas soft cause. SvM ms a staying maiden on the 
Pat and found the conditions perhaps too testing when weak In the bettfog and only fifth 
bennd K2o oran Bay at bngfiefef just before Christmas. At leaa the e^enence wont be 
lost and she is most UMVy to take a hand m matters today. Stamina got Midi Too High 
home at Fontmeft (sort gpxrrm m Decernoer. He b another that should be suited by the 
couse. but with Martin Pipe’s horses gang so wel at present his French import Touts 
BagaHo. third in a tees' ciaimer at Auteui m Ntwember. is a more Mely danger. 
Selection: COURT JOKER 

fo Of! I fcBF lAlltHSALlJS (RELAND) MARES NOVICE CHASE (QUAL- 
l=rrJ F1EH) (CLASS D)£5v500 added 2m 6 f Penalty Value WTO 

1 2233*1 BEAUCXAW GRACE (IS) (Mrs S A Brand) MnSBiarral 7112. JRRWIwtao 

2 4lo-P^ EVAHtBJC* (USA) (2S) iMwtti (foe Rang CUD M Ppe 6 10 10 DBfo^Mar 

3. 5-32112 GAIA'S PURE (93) (BF) [Aufley Tasmci-DeiresJ N TactonOenes 9 10 10 — C UsweOyn 

4 4006W GOU) PtGEON (97) (Contra: Ftamoaxis Lnf) 8 AXfweS 7 ID 10 PKoSey 

5 (Y215-1P IDfOTS IADY (34) (BF) (Us J OtoanU MsJF«nai7 1010 SHasko 

6 15645-3 UY ITOFF (22) UfiONdljONai 7 10 10 GMcCOort 


3. 5-32112 GALA'S PRSC (93) (BF) (Aufiey TasDo-DawesJ \ T«imOa*s 9 10 10 — C UaweOyo 

4 4006P<> GOU) PBBM (97) (Conn* Pharowns Util 0 ftxfwef 71010 — PKofley 

5 (Y215-1P IDffiTS IADY (34) (BF) (UsJOtaianu MsJFnnai7 1010 .WMsston 

6 15645-3 UYfTOFF(2Z)UGONaI);ONai71flZO GMsOaort 

7 0010-34 MYStACKTHORN (25) (Ms May Ccfunl P Mchois 6 10 10 APMeCoy 

8 POO NM SU BS) (Pk Ban Leasers l&cngCUl A J&es 8 10 30 1 H an e y 

9 3532P-3 PEAKS CHOKE pBIUCMcCcmocIM J McCornoche 8 ID 10 SMeNafi 

20 0 PEPPEfYN THYNE £21) Ajov-Uryj kfetterl P hbtfcsr 6 10 ID JOrtgm 

11 MV3P-2 SEDGE WAfflLBt (31) (Vn P Ftabesori Ms P itowsen 9 10 10 M tartrate. 

12 130 SSTBiSIBWMEtSffiirTlieAroMriiFameishiJlMriMMcQwiTlOlO Jflknoody 

13 F TMRD mom (31) (Bnai S Heah) 1 MiSns 10 10 10 -SCtsrra 

m J3 line 1 mtmI «- 

BETTWG: 9-4 ktufs Lady, 9-2 Gab's Pride, 5-1 tfybtoddliaoi, 6-1 liqiR Off, 8-1 Baaidtaap Grace, 
10-1 Sister Statrtraria. 12-1 BqngeBca, 14-1 othare 

1965: Cousess Vanechka 9 11 1 tt VAfomson evens (K Barteyl 5 ran 
FORM CUBE 

Idiot's Lady «vas well suited by a test of stamina over hurtles and could quba easily 
make a successful nansibon m chasm g. She certainly has the scope to do wel at her 
new earner but has a ttsappomnng run at Chepstow last nme to overcome and 
MYBLACKTHORN. a nee stamp at mare, could be the value. She has won two bumpers, 
plus a pan t-ro- pour, in testing conflrUons ta Ireland and has run prwnfoentfylbr a long 
way In her two starts over hurtles in this country. Beauchamp Groce finally broke the Ice 
over fences m Herham 16 days agp. She has pteniy of experience location yet probably 
needs to improve on r.-nat she has done so far. Evangelca. who has nm better than 
recent figures suggest, chasing newcomer Gala's Pride and Sedge Wo rtter are aU 
possMtoe*. though the long-term prospect 4 Sister Stephanie, an tosh point-to-point 
wmner who has done vmuaBy everyihmg askec of hern this country. 

Selection.- MYBLACKTHORN 

IO"RAl ASW 'NAnONAL HUNT NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) (DtVU) 
~l £4j000 added 2m Penalty Value £3^86 

1 460261 OUJfGLLVWOD (15) (D) (Davie Miitcri. S Mefer 6 11 U NP*W 

2 ms TTM (46) IB) 'P ft Pom J Jsfitra 6 11 11 IMrana 

3 362-P13 WB£HWWBLBH20HD)'lAs?HB«sia'lMTSPfti6tiScn8U6 MRtdrada 

S ZW BUY BAftTBT (231 fTbe Comsh Cornecachl G Btidrt; 6 11 5 BClflort 

5 CAM^WAY TAUAMaaoeu v.W*insDn6U5 IRKraraaffi 

6 frP DARK DMMOM) (1B3) ilts S havataS’I H rovanafft 6 11 5 -T C Bforaptey (7) 

7 . 6 GUTTER I5LE (4JJ !kSs Timeenv Whn0crl J (Hhu 6 11 S PHU» 

S 0 HYlJHlS CHANCE (37) (Ws narati Vami P Hobos 5 11 5 MarlWte 

a 5 MASTER ftUDSEH 04) -’Mwon Van Doonwl Ms JRBW5U5 WNwstGD 

ID 422- OBAN (288) let Hanngxni Mss H Km^u 6 11 5 IFIBfo 

11 3-P3 P0T7BTSBAY (21) iWr J E Psan D Ptendson 7 11 5 AM«#iu 

12 42I0-24 MflUJWESTWBffl (20| (las: Vescyi Mss H Night 6 11 5 DoteAM 

13 OO- OJXtaAHS IASS (2841 (S&oCtv-tJ Upson 5 110 

14 OOP JUNGLE UGHWAT (22) PW ftd Prtatl 7 11 0 Elk nb rari igl 

15 68 MANARDPO) T-r> '.•«»»• P Ddm 5 U 0. DMarerift 

16 0F366-; NO FCAft SBSS (3S) -Y.bssto rhi Racng ttA> L8fl 0 Etowrfi 6 11 0 PMqr 

17 04 QUKX QUOTE (3U) *.f H □ EferW Ms I VcKfi 6 11 0 LHanriy 

16 5 MCKENS ors (22) <\1 R 08.1*; D Gma&n, SUO )Swta(3 ) 

^ 28 rtjy Ul*d ■ 

3E77W& 7-2 Potter's Buy, « Dten. W OkSte Wood. 5-1 Tta. 7-1 GRtor hto. 10-1 Ureter PN- 
firia-. 12-1 No Near Mss, 14-1 other* 

19SS: see enraon ore 

FORM GUH3E 

With a lot cl toese larong htrties tar the first ome after shewing plent y erf promi se w 
bumpers i is mtpossaae ta tc ;» cogmaoc about anydtmg, yet at leas t POTTEirs BAY 
has a o>t of eapenence acta tas scope f or impro-rement. That oertarty tooted ihe case 
when tftrt fo Ozc*. C ar.i Whzsaaob a: Hereford las; month. Tha first two drew neA 
dear m the cscsrtg sesges ar. Poser's Bay vrasft persevered with once heU He had tun 
*e<7 when dvt ;o Groo.-hr s. A\r ct .ba enh start last season when wmed m the north. 
The heavy groc-ta was a b,£ r«5 to Oteffl Wood a Unflield's Christmas meeting and 
ne put if a rnxh-trrzruJK performance to outstarv None Soned. That nvflu te dlffiojlt 
® reproduce under a pr* aRy. Oban's two seconds last season t& easily the best bunper 
foftti. He coufo oe aryr.-ng. asreugh r» way M“t« P—etra kept on wn an fta h na 
bumper here tas: momh was enarjra&t'g. Another danger on expenenoe afone e No 
Near Miss, saerg or. tv«! behr.o Hr^t leene m a sorn nfly run racs at Exeter and sure 
to be at home over tr.-s TOtiffi bacA. Selection.* POUCH’S BAY 

P grtKI TOMMY BULLIT MEMORIAL HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 
{•JragU} £ 5^500 added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £4^)45 

1 0112-3 OfC FOR THE POT (38) (0) l^fip Owesi Ms A N&gaon 11 12 0 TJmta 


_TCBte|tey(7) 
PH* 


1 MUCH TOO WCHpffli! 0) 

5 COURT JOriBl 06) ^ ^ v n - n - Utayer 

a imi)taiwa<3a^^ w ^ - 


2 356-52 )»>BeiHEOaSE622)fnW4»TAl , iaesrTCaayllllll MATfogaraM 

3 PtSSJO- IASNA (254) (D)i? Iambi Ptttts 11118 AMtelkr 

4 21PC3-1 D0WB»BW(36(CWIB15oy'»»J6ftw!9l26 DOStetara 

5 KUto-: TKEeTfLOK 9*Q PS) |pl iG N ffoe) P Hotis 12 11 2 GMeCtrat 

6 S-5043 SB’S TACTICS (3D P) IH V Penyt R Wer 8 ID 13 HrPHrateyP) 

7 BW BROWER (37) pn Pis SYtoifi Bating 10 10 13 APkWfoy 

8 20122-1 100PUBH(7T8'TAsCCWAan5j ATwnrt 7 1010 LHraff 

9 22S612 HURRWP(29T(A2nBen8=)RD«S«Bi910 7 HQxwoody 

ID (Q054A RAKBTAR pQ (AlsceJ PHobSSS 10 S — 0 Tenney pi 

U S&^63 SB«OFWUIiE(20)'DoraidSmctil JSmdt7I02 — fi Prato 

12 P2-P334 SARtORttS (34) (CW (BF) (U Pa^aml TThoeson lanes ID 100 BPomI 

-12dacbred- 

M&nrjum ueigric 10a. Due tenfiew »«yir 5artnius 9a Uto. 

BE77WG:3-1 Owner Say, 7-J torpeat The Dess. W TcoFtafc, iarafo 10-1 Tnve&r, 11-11 te- 
rynp, 16-1 OlfctW 

1995c DuteDto Luc® BID 07 Magrt 11-10 iD tehctsW 3 fw 
FORM GUDE 

Ertrevg dram to 0* nwwTHim iterance did Denver Bay no harm here last month arid 
he ran our a very easy winner. SArtoriw, a course speeatft ha« in Its tm. was 14 
tenths back m fourth aal wt Sfo pUl s hatter enniffi. A 6 Uj rrsa rt The we(JBS 
shcaidnt be a problem, as Denrar Bay had at least that m hand, yet>ja as te preyed a 
effective at ires trip. TOO PUSH may also be equally « home after bteWtg RaCtoy 
Garden and teff Brother over two and a half miles at Bang* at the end of ooo oer. he 
trareffed well OnoigRouL the race and has the scope la corftm the fbffn on 71b worse 
tefflis W aarad he goes r.efl an. Far 8rather made mstates before fraafty eating at the 
second tasr in the race nun by Hunyup « Harefortl next time. He tan do bener man ttw. 
Sdectiov IDO PLUSH 

preen] L£VY BOARD STANDARD OPEN NAHONAL HUNT FLAT RACE 
|OvQU( (class H) £2,250 added 2m Penalty Value £2^ 55 

1 1 BOSS'S BAMt(2Q?ArsJ Mott) DfCrttotean 6120 -.A Map*® 

2 3 BK*AH£YW7(37). < - , <5JSsra®fflV'jarr56117 — 

3 BiOBIFSissPSaSahf’nBftCJacisoneUT D tarty 

4 KABaS(»»IW(tCS«iaS-.iPHfol3B117.^ - Mmhob bs 

5 iO TO MGTADE ‘’is l£Cf* H«en M 'Ififiarson 6 11 7 P Dnwey (7) 

6 i KYCt«BtfltW(23I-asAASuas;DAtcfiSlSBn5117 HMasieyR 

7 MD MORALS Vi V Ctntrwrti J Lpsn 5 11 7 W TBfm 

3 mYIHH«DBUffS>W3F^aefiOTlf?8ac»5U7 — 

9 80TO7 WES Zgsrr} B totarei 6 11 7 UrStort 

1C ne PROMS riisiJ'atf NT«^x4la«51l7 — . — . — DNatt© 

11 33 Tim»S«rTOffil6}OTUHVi^&JHR^^ JIDapr 

12 nOCESHY TA tenon c Ssw 5 11 ? 2 

13 &03 aai£B/BWfBS(Z0lUCUeCosice«iJMcC3KWireB112— ~ — APro ag w 

1 L JOYfOfllffEiftJQMffo^dtSBtj RSbdt^S U2 — R Strang* 

15 aumiaotJ.VsEjC5«nariiGThDSi8r5112— — — Oarel bome r (7) 

16 2S(aH".^sHL3a=s;JKbSis5il2 — .^... H ttrMnCT 

17 HfflJSHER'rtlUrrersiHAtarasilDi MrAQrakfotaj** 

IS Sira BRUM 104 J 

-ISdecteed- 

BEnWG: 5-4 Boss?* Britt, WKafteltfi Mao. 8-1 Brtri*y«BH RtiJeraryTMt MyaeteryMK. 
324 Tbs PWHv lfi-1 b8k» 

1335 i Jcora 6 11 7 f. ’A'.&rsafiil J Staarsy 9an 

FORM GUIDE 

na,rfl Mcftostr has a ve*v saonf fotft of bumpers. Uigts/ Moss uas to sttfh such 
winner of S«e seasen x. Ne o ffSasi yesterday. BtlSS'5 BANK having ea/fer wm here 
before OittSfnaa '*he.t seating rsWemafo and prewots scorer Tge g hory. 
nar^- xx: z ui.' toff soma decent a ic**» tas ccforas TDGay. Selection: BOSSTS BANK 


Mar Hobbs 

9 Crawley (7) 

H Nattey I? 

BrT^rae 

BRmei 

teSAatwrfi 

DlWsb© 


wouldn't disagree with that" he 
said. "Lam mi aim was latched 
on to as being a hero and all 
sorts of comporisoos were 
made, notably with Mill Reef, 
and I am afraid most of them 
were very wide of the mark. 

“We are not damning Lamm- 
tarra, but he hasn't in his life 
beaten a horse by more than a 
length. He was very courageous 
but never showed the brilliant 
turn of foot Cigar has shown 
time and lime again. 

“Cigar was five - and it was a 
great sadness that Lammtarra 
will never be asked a serious 
question against three-year' 
olds when he would have been 
a four-year-old. 

“ Everything he was asked he 
did. probably through courage, 
but he didn't sit part three of the 
examination. His were unique 
achievements but we can't say 
he was a world-beater because 
of what he achieved." 

And, while now conceding 
that in the early years of the 


Natoa 
Mwarth 
Royal AppfeBM 
Banana Dancer 
BIM Doctor 
RtoDwfda 
Lord Of Man 
Loup So&taire 
M — la— la • 
IIHWH 
Ta£ 4 a 
Abnaty 
MXMljvfwSfl 

Beauchamp Ktatf 
Ebamity Ranfta 
KoNrAki— dto 
U Triton 
Mobs 

Bosra Shan 
Shake Tbe yoke 
AJSed Fmm 
A afakalan ' 
Bantcade 
BMSWSoOi 
C an a an KM 
Ewtifop 
Mranrnl 
Oeeup a u oe a 
Spbmlng World 
Ttf tta w BB fl Rfoge 
With Fasckiatioa 


Unfuwwt- kohVaiey c 

vteajfo- FVngMetotly c 

DaoehiB- MiraAdonrie c 

Da rag - Bus Note f 

Salse- Fluctuate - c 

Groom Dancer -Upper Strata c 

Lear Fan - Loweere c 

Linam«- Mis Arena c 

Tirol - MulLuthe f 

Tautan - 'Twin Itiano _ e 

Dancing Dsatieftt- Atmaasah c 

Woodman- Performing Arts c 

Nishepour- Afarwa C 

Malestc L^rt - Northern Etamny c 
Dfibnc^r Norm - Ntferiora c 

D Gran Sanof - La Tritons c 

Deploy - Mortna, - . c 
Woodman- Korveya f 

Caretaon- Bermuda Ctesc f 

Miswaki - Mandate c 

Sower Sw - AfiWarka c 

Rtverman - Badeta c 

Nashwan- Sateaw f 

impend Frontlar - Safiya c 

Topanoo/a - Skevena c. 

amaarreri- DfchDash C 

HffldDun - ODy Sems . f 

Nureyeu- (mperfect Orde e 

toa»nf8d&- BMyBbJe c 

Dow*- Ran’s VMerttne T 


Harajsn a) Mafocum 
Makawm At MsMwm 
MTgoor - 

SheMi Mohammed ■ 
Lady Hamson 

gieAft Mohammad 

DUMdenflein - 

J-LL8gatfere . 
DVHdenstein ; 

R A E ItaW- 
PSavti 

RSanffW . 

EPBhsar 
NknaFSouan - 
Mfea A! Sayegi . 
MMoourn Ai Maftoum 
MreHVestey' - 
W Sad 

S&tfSWK* - 
AAK^bt 
HHA^KIW 
. KAhdutah 
Kamdan AlMaMoum 
lANWr»Tt 
B SctowfrBafoar 
Handao A! Mewotfi 
JWertriaiiner . .. 
SNasrcnos:: 

TUmbiewBed RffrtnoBWp 

GSOafiSxUgp - 


Estes .. 
w.ftHren . . 
BH»s . ' 

N CBltatfbaft 
D Letter 
DLodaT' 
jGceden. • 
AFabiB 

Aftbra . v 
AFaree- . 


COoBnt . ’. 
pOispNe-HTwn. 
JOuriop 
PBb¥ *. . 

J Dunlop 
MmefcHa«U.V 
LCum®^ -. . ~ 
tiCed 

ELeDOuehe;.. v 
HCecd .. 
AdsBosiwDupre 
AftWft-- - 
j Dunlop ;.- 

r Harmon • 
kffompfea - 
RAmatronS 
Mmat^Head r . 
J Peas# ■ ' 

8 Meehan-.. V :: 

jtpwflft.-.: 


Classifications the ratings were 
5-71b too high, Gibbs stands by 
the more recent assessments. 
“Dancing Brave’s Arc victory 
was a unique performance. 
Bering was an outstanding 
horse in his own right but the 
way Dancing Brave beat him 
was quite remarkable.” 

The search for this year’s 
hero begins with a trawl through 
the juvenile ratings (above). 
Alhaarth’s figure of 126 at the 

NEWCASTLE 


HYPERION 

LlDFriewlyKr^ht L40 Wise Advice ZlOTbm 
BrotSe 2A0 Multngar 3JD Lord Dorcet (nb) 3-40 
Cametto 

GOING: Good. 

■ LrfUond, w»l coun-c. with nstnRrmvin.; rough, gallotrtg track. 

■ roioae isonAl.SmNof town. Maro service lo Four Use 
Ends station from N e wc sw le raltesy station, ^edaf bud service 
from there. ADMISSION: Club SI 2; Tauenalfc S9; Stiver Ring 
S4 (52 Tor OAPs and rv&aoed dfaabW). CAB PABK.- Free. 


WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: So loom Spring* (1.40) haa 
been sem 176ma»by Mr* VWwd &wn Ataby. Uncoliwhire. 

I TTn l SANDY LANE CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS 
■ L - LU ( SELLWG HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 6 ) 
£4600 added 2 m 

1 121134 VMLDROSEOFVORKfao) (O) PMonMh5120 — GCatf 

2 S34U0 ffl£7(84)(ZJ)J«drwpseil2 P * Uffey 

3 100-536 FUrTDWEBfidl)(D)JQuni61013 FUriqr 

A 046260 HBBBUf JMGW (39) J HBBtoa 6 ID 12 BHartfot 

5. 6-04250 !»SaCSF0MUCEPl)JGDkte81D4 FPtertt 

6 1060 MVHW0riMN(21}RManSlO4 SMartsQ(6) 

7 000056 MUJOWN BUIES {IBin T Dyer 7 100 AUnton® 

-7 tedraad- 

IMnun aetfc ldrt. 7h« AmflraD tetfte: fflfoim Stas 9rt 13B. 
BETTMte 2-1 DM Row Ofltek, 7-2 Mead* Kti0ri, 5-1 RyToTTw Ert, 
NwriMte, 5-1 HBM Bka*. M first. % Hm* Mh 

[A a K] KENTON NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
±Lir] £4^00 added 3m 

1 31P-321 tMUMA (52) P) W BBtad 6 11 12 A Stott 

2 F4QFF M>wmN0Ti41B)l*&SSrth8U6 BktertGuMl 

3 65-4306 WU38URY UD (30) D Lamb 7 11 B A ll romw (7) 

4 0PQ2-33 C4HS0W CfIY(38 ) JBF) Mb M RB vetey9 116 Ptato* 

5 PP22-34 OWlgWCHABDS(20)MBLteflaTB0n91161 C l te(J i ii B 

6 P254-60 COOLWEATlEB{44)POientnuffi8ll& RStepfe 

7 (W326 f**U BEAT (Slj/QrtJ 7116 LCTHan 

8 Q14LB-3 KB8T BANK (44) J Hoaart Atwan 7 11 6 PCBtany 

9 BlBm SOtflteW 3rW NB S gqM»Vtete6116-PtotarB 

10 P StN4VStaEUP(18) JBradtarii7116_ — — — State 

11 CCPS-X3 T)CO GOU) (41) P Pewtra^i e 11 6 — TRaad 

12 224 MOreRONE(S»MBsLVTtasei7116 AllBrriCB 

13 SP12-33 WISEAPHCgBtaMI tenron flBUa ADobfata 

- n <»l ml 

BEITWG: 94 Hal«4,MTMMAtelEB,S-l Cram tty, 10-1 MBtafBrate 
Snaqtida Up, 12-1 Ike Par Giro, Ifco Odd, 14-1 eteere 

fO 4rtl NORTHERN ELECTRIC CHARITY NOVICE 
1*"1 HURDLE (CLASS E) £3^00 added 2m 

1 214-213 TOH BROHE P8) (CD) J H Mreon 6 11 13 PCtetenr 

2 21Q B4DfHWOCH(H))»F)MHE»at9-7116 L Wfm 

3 BAVWfirS BHD P Ores&itt©! 6 "SWF** 

t 000 BffOFADfEAM(17)MsSSfflBh6416 — MteteriGreti 

5 30 CLEVBIB07(29| JCuts5116 JLOltam 

6 0 EUK>THmE(27)MHEas»Bitiy6U6 ROartKty 

7 CO-O G8BAL MUCK dS) i H ionnsen 7 11 6 OiMrtMt 

8 05 W8nfHOOin(99)PM(wetii7U6 AfoMKI) 

9 5030 MGKB£A7H{aJJMsMft3aky5116 Pltere 

10 435V21- flGWAinMN (42^ J Hatiare ID 11 6 BHan tee® 

U OFO-250 JD«aifla)W5£Sta*6116 1 Dariteea (7) 

12 01-40 MONriMN (2Q M haninand 6 U 6 UrCBeteiw® 


top of the tree is not as com- 
manding as Celtic Swing's last 
year, but only Royal Applause, 
on 124, is rated within 61b of the 
2,000 Guineas and Derby 
favourite. “He demonstrated his 
immense versatility, answering 
everything be was asked most 
impressively,” Gibbs said. 

LEADING PRICES FOR Uff CLASSICS: 
fC^Corat H-WlSaB Ha R L-Lactinikas): 
2^)00 OXNEAS: 2-1 AVtaerthfH). 14-lffor 
Bl Arefoute IH&O. 20-1 Seauctemp Ku«0J. 
20-1 DaneMI Dancer (C&U. 20-1 Mate Ot 


atmm m, 25-3 B*)i Dfocte OXg - 1 ^T 
stream (H). 25-1 Uxd Of Man WO. 33-1 
Ate*rt Rwes (HI, 33-1 La Trttori IH). 

1,000 GUINEAS: 3-1 Basra Sham 
1 Blue Duaar (C.H4L). 20-1 Brt 
(HAL). 25-1 BW Salsabfl (HAO. 25-1 Prich- 
«(C&U. 25-1 Sea Spray AHW. 294 So- 
la- Crystal (HSU. 33 I Apptatf (U- 
DESSY: 7-2 AITBartft (C). 25-1 Math Of Es- 
teem (HI, 20-1 Beauchamp King tCMJ.20- 
1 Coldstream IH). 25-1 Bijou DW ItW 
25-1 Lord Of Mm IH). 25-1 MoftS (U. 25-1 
sacbo (HAL). 25-1 Sihrer Dome iCfii). 33-1 
Micte Lowe tO. 33-1 Hainan (C&H). 

OAW: 16-1 BWSafssiri (ty«0. 20-1 BOT 

Sham (C&H). 20-1 BrtShadayti (C&H). 25- 
1 Lady Carta (H), 25-1 tasnama. 


SOUTHWELL 


13 0- OtNSrSIMEGBl) PD oik 6 116 JGntiteP) 

14 S3 SW«Fnti»CSrp«MoAteud«of»7116 MRjter 

15 06 SWOWSAIfl>ta8)PMeimih6U6 » P* M " 

16 8060 5**SS BOLDK) l*S5 M Mrigar 6 11 6 B tate 

17 TWfffl£T HB1 J DoOSsB 11 6 r~? . 

18 00 XMPHE (38) 6 M Mo w a * 1 0 8 ICatefftei 

BEIT>IB:3-1T— ftnfle. »2Btei«teBre.61Ganaral Ha*. 7 -lHnn y- 
wm. 12-1 HJfcntoan, SaynY Daur. U-l Mutate. 161 after* 

PoaaI HAZELRIG 6 HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
^r*yl D) £5^00 added 3m 

1 UF-543 SmONGDBL{2(Q|C&9 WReedBUU TRaad 

2 UZ32F HYaB0HBUaOSB2)[D)(BF)MiS£LVHiJ6s49119 — 

„_____~ATkon4oa 

3 213-2UP SIMNSSOU»(2«tCO)POtoediiC»«i91l9-AOoMa 

4 25-US23 vaHWl I (ZB (D) IAS S tonal 9 II 3 ,aA * 

5 21113-P MA8C RMN (IQ P) D Eody U ID 12 ICtitipn 

6 5132-53 OEEPOEOSKm (41) (d P CheeSOnugi 10 10 U-R&p|4a 

7 113-140 NUSOUMttetaJ<toaMMi91011 — Mteatdtaati 

8 0GU53 MU1KWR (219 (TO JOorten 7 ID B State 

9 P146Q6 SN00KP0Gfr(39)DlBTT«9iD5 AlttM»(7) 

10 FP5R64 tNCONCU)SNEp0)tasSBiainafi9104 fleetly & 

11 564P1-5 JEWe|4taJHBtensBlD0 S1%tor(7) 

12 1)40055- GABStaIG TOE (2951 MsSSrrtblOUO 

H-pManaym 

-Uriadwad' 

hMnm edge Jflst 7n« tawfcv ■a^crienDbe as 7ft, SWiotig 
Time 9 h 6b 

BEI7P» M SUonS flMi 7s2 RntaVi Bata. M Date DkMob, 7-1 
Valeria B, ID-111 tenter, btoOBCte d ra . 12-1 efoen 


•• i nnw.9 ijii 

HYPERION 

12-30 Hawwam LOO Eastleigh 1-30 Spencer’s 
Revenge ZOO Castle Governor Z30 ParkJife 
3 j 00 Tartan Gem 3^0 The Wad 

GOING: Standard. 

S Plbresand snrfaca; leftrhand sharp, oral course. 

Racecourse Is 3 miles south-east ot town and 5 miles west of 
Newark at Rollesttm. RoUeaum Junction railway Nation adjoins 
the cottree. ADMISSION: Chb SI 2; TatteissUs 58 (OAP man- 
beta of comae's Diammd dub S4, accompaiued under- 16s free). 
CAB PARK: FYrfc 


rygyi FENHAM NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
b”£J £4^00 added 2 m 110 yds 

1 5111-61 UM) DORCET (21) (tfi J Cn8rton 6 11 11 B Storey 

2 12060-0 FWETOSEVHf [21) C Thomttn 7 U 4 PCwfiany 

3 00334-3 n0WMGBreEBC20taWBamerlOU4 Gftariar 

4 1PK2- W0H0KMaClfS»WtSBatW71H ) Catalan 

5 542203 M0faWUE(EqPManeei7114 ADabbta 

6 0PC3P5 SIRDNOMEASUCmPOsertm^iBll* — RSapta 

7 ' 050LL56 JUSTM0UY(30) Wltoed910l3 TReed 

» 7 d frkn ty „ 

BETTWft 7-4 mm Dorest. S-2 RraTo Sewm, 7-2 Uoatrara. 10-1 Row 
tag taw. HcHkntic, M-l Strong Menraa, 25-1 Jut Mdy 

l 0 4Vf 1 MEUDN HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS F) 
L±zrl £2,880 added 3m 

Z 100340 M08IHMBRMN KMB (39) (C) Ms K Mfeton 10 11 12 

— _J CUaffHi 

2 Cftnoo IBOfOUS PLANT (38) J Gckte 7 11 11 AWaltf7) 

3 SIP-606 TQfflEGflKIH (17) (D) PBeauncm 7 11 9,_B tottao [7] 

4 IIOOFD4 CftWBTO{20) RBro«s9119 4tnR0 

5 53-2216 AT1BI0N GffSI (44) J Gtoto 6 11 7 ASSoBh 

6 622-360 MOfHSU (2CQn Mts M Rnefey 10 116-C HcCarmadi (7) 

7 5454/46- CgnCB HBEU. (870)(D}WsAteu9tenl3115MPtfar 

8 3-F3663 PORWMTD GLBI (32) (Cl P Cneeataouffi 9 11 0 — HSoaftm 

9 P-642Z3 ABLE PLAT® p3) S ftama* 9 10 12 IBDriw 

10 60-2321 AMDS GAIE (46) J H toiffion 7 1012 .PCadraty 

U 4-21P06 KUSmO (231 (p) W Currmffem IP ID 11 JLThormrn 

12 310-335 «SBIMlBSDtmmDLaiti6109 — AMaanan(7) 

13 POQ20B BtiTEBS DREAM (43) J HeSens 6 10 5 Sfojtorf7) 

14 2-54425 E»teU«C17)iaisSSlW.81D4 tadwriGast 

15 006-34 HSIBRON [80) G H£*nes5 1D3 LWyer 

16 2-13445 T0NYSISMaspQ(D)TDyar8103 Allatan(7) 

17 0004/50 AURQM LAO dfi) M Hammnd 9 10 0 R Bans (7) 

18 I9KS3 SMOKWGlWfotolVTtasellUIOO FUafiytfl 

—18 icd&rod — 

MtiiunNetptlta. fiwftrooicmr're^4^iw»iaSi.WNfcs 

9a 9ft. 

BEITOte 6-1 Attiertw Grven, 7-1 Gcnsan Intend, B-lEtsapto. 10-1 
Caraettn, Bajero Dram, Amkos Gale, 11-1 AUa Ptajw, 12-1 others 


rifinj N0TTTN6HAMSHIRE HANDICAP (CLASS 
D) £5/450 added 3YO Of 

1 00100- mSTHME0>)SBnm«9 7 C Tea®* <5)7 

2 241820- lUEDlMirs WBGH (BS] R HoAnaxad 9 6 — MVIR0aaa9 

3 006132- lAWfieurmp) JGkMT 91 SDWm2 

4 110600- CtSdCAST UD D Ntorts 9 0 Max G«ms 3 

5 056220- fWIWEY»PCiaSJJtta»t90 l®ta5 

6 000000- EteOAMOOIE (35) S Baoc87 NCartrieB 

7 000030- EF6EH)E(42}NB)cg4r83 SMakMyl 

8 3206 MA0AMZANDOtlDta)Bridr«82 OabaBakfoge 

<i 060- CASMGOAIBBO RpftP TOanai M Bart (5)4 

ETTMG: 9-4 WteMta's Waite, Hr* lady Etta, 03 Caatla Sncmor, 
5-lRotitey tap. 61 Rnrt IMa, 61 RriteMOM. 161 CapeSta, 20-1 


WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. 
LONG-OLSTANCE RUNNERS: 80*0(12.101 has been sent 173 
ante fay D Haydn Jones from Efall l»af. BBd Gtamorgatt- 

fmft l LBCESTBISHRE CLABMNG STAKES 
| LCJU| (CLASS F) (DfV I) £3,200 added lm 

1 564034- RM«>W»UZai(5«nDllch*493 -Ate iHMl 

2 610504- FIRST GOLD p4)JWfmr 7813 RQxfraoa* 

3 430000- HMMKftil (27) (CO)E4teDfi 1D811 SDMta) 

4 6 RBESTOONSOW»OTNUiWx»58».TGI«Mte*il 

5 416600- ABSOLUTE RUBt (18) J L Hems 5 B 7 5Sradn9 

6 506050- U«DBMPIMTD(«CMunay687 OBfoB 

7 0600- DUBIPl tfoaefTY (36) (CD) M Betiy 7 8 3 — Jftart«8 

6 CWC600- FSE2 (74) R Smpson 683 6Badtad3 

9 080000- BEXHBlB4)DH8y»tona4B2 — ABtaday? 

_ | dodwd* 4 m 

BE7TW& 64 Nateara. 64 ftado NUtor, 61 Rmc; 61 Rret GoU, i6- 
1 Dnbta tadauBy, 20-1 Abcototo Rater, 2S-1 ottan 

(i rtn'l L 1 NCOLNSHRE AMATEURS HANDICAP 
h"rj STAKES (CLASS F) £3,700 added lm 

1 150- WMCKHW SQLffiSS (188) (tfi D HcMs 4 11 7 

*S A Pared 2 

2 4U300- ROHR ON TOUR (280) (CD) Me M totisy 7 11 4 

HrlfHNtatetatS 

3 00300- MMNSKA(831(CD}MaapnBi6U0 

MrHHtolteyW* 

4 QOOOO- AMBOYBRL (73) R 8ktpgon S 1DB — Mr E tan (4) 1 

5 6Q504& EASnDOfpi}(QmRHDlMad7105Jlft'Mftfael8 

8 030005- KMWAIIE(38)SBo»mg4105, — Mretaltoria(^33 

7 044015- irai£GB0(4U(QDAtMfctolll04 

IhsDArtattant 12 

3 603165- CESU(E(46)(CD|JLHffre6913 — JSssPBoteon 6 

9 023400- StaWHf VBJA (34) (CEft P Itestaro 4 9 11 

- MnDfcUndU 

10 040000- JOTS CHOKE |24) B fan 8 9 ID -Mb LBonal (7) 15 

11 206000- lEBALpai] lfcsJQse496 *W»tajon(7)7 

12-150000- IBMME5SENESlCtKNIJOrafen794 

»DBtater(7)9 

13 004320- PBSONBUSaaqbptlVNEtnfiBl Ms A Farm 3 

14 080003- n SO EASY (22) A tons 5 90 IfiasABnylO 

15 000506 SWTIEYMIUf (223}NBycraft690 

MaCMatomU- 

-ISdedart- 

I !**«7iiidSt9sLTnN/Hntfcflp«<?cirsSo£8S?83fl3t-5tofo'4^ 

aai2s. 

I BETTWtt4-iacwuna,6lKarkri^M&*fWte.7-ir»5oE*9,8«i- 
teMteto, MBddbrt Sqwaa, M low trig** 10-1 ottas 

Pf Sftl LEICESTERSHIRE CLAIMING STAKES 
(CLASS F) (DfV 0) £3,200 added lm 

1 001400. SUNtrGUSr(183P)UH>iB497 

2 011121- SpacSPSiClTOBE(2V(CD}M^an791 

- A BattocS 3 

3 5W305- SWffIl£(W3((lff7)(CD|MHNMaeaJky5811 

4 OOOCOO- aa0Para(3SPHflkkS4SU It&mS 

5 PRESTIGE LAD 8 Star 4 8 9 SSwtasl 

6 4&WX3- teWAiRSTOaDCTPMrt«fc5B7— Jdliwianp)5 

7 5*0046 »srass«*(^(c«DCto»™nlD86J'F**re)rBa 

8 003X0- UUC RAM {39| 1 Ante 4 7 12 „Cftrtter4 

-Sdedtefid- 

BtnWfe 31-10 Spenor's Rmoaea. 5*2 Start Qtati, W No State, 
skn, 61 Mutibcwk, Hatwst. 10-1 Soto Pttre. 25-1 oitan 


( O' on l DERSYSHREMAB3Q4 HANDICAP (CLASS 
E) £4^00 added lm 4# | 

1 00003- AL2D0M0pn)lGfoer491D Vktata AftMfffniD ' 

2 2245273 ROSfflERHYTOPtta (35) Ms M RMtay 7 9 8 

— _ — QPattn(5)ll 1 

3 000060- 7000(37) PMttbol 596 ACtafcB I 

4 255- ANCHORENA (78) J A HanE 4 9 5 -JWaarar2 

5 flMO® CUQUE(4taDCftKintan4Sl JlCeSma IB , 

6 6732005- TWOCHBrS ERA (B8) T Baran 4 9 0 J Fortune 5 

7 00063 NEKHIH0FFWE(55)AJHBron589 ft Start (7) 3 . 

8 334240- TOO®BR)(42)CwJVWson6B7__ AHactayB 

9 050035- MUDLARK (203) J Nonon 481 Dale Gilson 1 

10 626350- BOdnrS DREAM (70) M Tnnpkns 4 80 ,BBw*nll5 

11 QS055- PAaOKCBO)PI«am4 712 U Btetf (5) 12 

12 40003- TOVAR (204) C Boodi 6 7 10 NKHfWdy7 

13 000000- ASnUl07(22)SKne«4 71D SSandn4 

M OSOf BUZZARDS HAU.(SOtnuaetnm.B 7 lapfossey PI 13 

15 640400- WM0«WWTY(n4)SBOMre5710 NCMkrialA 

16 000600- NE8BINGUS(309}NB)cfot4 7 10 SMakuor 6 

-Ifidadaieri- 

Mnimra teftt Tsi lOSa. True hardfcap v*tg c tnaat 79 Tb, tan fry 7a 
5b. Buaads Hal 79 5fe Mr MoriaiQr 79 2a, NOnarga a HZ. 

BEntO: 3-1 Abtesno, 92 Thatetarf* Era. 5-1 Roseberry Topping. Part- 
Ba, 61 HriteM « TOa*. 16-1 taw. Androrana, 14-1 titan 

J 6 l YORKSHRE SELLING STAKES (CLASS F) 
£ 3^700 un 3f 

1 7211510- OIDPROWBKE(27) RH3nfi696 AMaetaylO 

2 540601- S4a4SJ(Z7?MCSr7aS»493 lOanw*5 

3 600000- KTOAX00U(104)UCKoran591 0MuKtay(7)8 

4 051000- fWTHWta® JAH»rt591 IWanwrU 

5 200003- SEA SPOUSE (Z7) (C) M BfenshatJ 5 9 1 N Adams 11 

6 52W2- WHAN GSt fZT) M Brcari 5 9 1 — — R Codwane IS 

7 000- ARECfflO (88) J (toe 4 8 12 IFtflMl 

8 Q045- IE110 FBSt (1151 MTompUB 4812 -JGafSbad (7) M 

9 62400- TROUBADOLRSON6C1021WHa^4812...J>aleGtiSDn6 

10 006030- MA6BMT0N fM) B Rchmtrt 6 8 10 l<Rtea2 

U 003050- SHIV 0A2EUE 0SS|8 SroaiGBrt 8StadflfS4 

12 QQGO- AADLA ANffl. (122) C Egtflon 4 8 7 ACbrk7 

13 280040- B3OLS0FPRDE(22 R fttei^eaQ ■< 5 T ._FLj«*(7]l5 

14 6C&486 ROSECHBt (B(8 JLfttns487 -w.TW*aM*9 

15 Q05- IEWnWCZ3niNMW4«7 ACDfta»3 

-iSdedared- 

BEnUflt 7^2 S«m 4-1 Tartan Brin WOW ftowme*. Sea Spw88,S- 
1 Halo PMsr. IbapCtoft 7*1 traubndoir Smm. 16-1 titan 

In QAlLAPBROKE allweather handicap 
(CLASS F) £3750 added 3Y0 Tf 

1 5424- LA07MBWfY(5^P»tNn 9 7 — _J)CKtoa»7 

2 422- BraFBO!HBl(196)TEtamn97 — 1 Fortune 11 

3 2 10064- aCWBWOT(50f J«t3rsn95 SDWSwt2 

4 436001- TffiATRE MAStC (4Z) (CO) S Boailg9 3 — CTra#* (5 4 

5 002066 7ttVW©f2)D!W**58l3 — AkK&WtelO 

8 616000- CHfttA CASJl£ (50) (COJ P HasJari 8 12 J Waiver 12 

7 144446 MI4GE MINER £4} B Peace £ 11 — EAtemal 

8 068450- SHAN00RA(34iqMskMaate)r81D 

te akto seam ^ 9 

9 616003- HCKATBKA1MNG(6Q(QDMiiib«89 

Hwtin Dwyer {7) 5 

10 00000- 6RBHAN FUTHt (42) BftdrrerdSl™. Il>ten8 

11 COCO- SffiWBDBTTN»(4fi)MCf20rranTU — PFe**ey(S)6 

12 005600- DGRBIS BO (84) N 7 12 SttotaKy3 

13 350040- FORTUITOUS (ID® JfoSons 711 BriaTOsoolS 

- 13 declared - 

BETTKe 7-2 Theatre M*c, 61 Bnqr Bay, lady Ktofty, Tide Tkha 
TW« 1W The Wad. 61 Bft U Bother, 8 SeaUag Destfoy, 10 tibau 


sport 

Warming 
for Oats’ 
backers 


Kim Bailey received a pre-lting 
George VI Chase fillip with a 
653- 1 treble at Nottingham yes- 
terday. The trainer, who will be 
represented in the King George 
at Sundown tomorrow by Mas- 
ter Oats and Book Of Music, 
had not saddled a winner for al- 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP; Court Melody 
(Tbwcester L20) 

NB: Beauchamp Grace 
{Tbwcester £20) 

most a month, but returned to 
form with Dominie, The Bud 
Gub and Fellow Countryman. 

With Norman WDIiamson in- 
jured. all three were ridden by 
different jockeys and Bailey has 
yet to confirm who will be on 
board Master Oats - backed 
from 11-2 to 4-1 with Lad- 
brokes - ar Sandowa. He is 
clearly hoping that Coulton will 
defect, allowing Jamie Osborne 
to resume a partnership that be- 
gan at Chepstow. Mick Fitzger- 
ald will ride Book Of Music. 


RESULTS 


UNGF1ELD 

LOO: 1. EHLMNG 1C Mittert 10-1; 2. Nev- 
er So «t» 8-L a TWnaJ 7-L 13 ran. 4-1 
feu Chet Catalan. 2. a lS Memo. Tote: £9.80: 
£1.70. £Z30, 13.00. OF: £30.90. CSF: 
£86.40. Incase £555^8. Trio: £146.80. 

1.30: X. RAINBOW TOP (R Cochfana) 6- 
1; 2. Secret Spring 9-4 fair, 3- Fretii Frerit 
Data 11-4. 10 ran. S. 4. IW Haaps). Tote: 
£4.90; £3.00. £1.10, £2.10. Of: £14.80. 
CSF: £20.62. Tno: £1080. NR: Bay Bob. 

2.00: 2. ROWLANDSONS CHARM IN 
Adarsi 6-J lav. 2- Rawi ID-1; 3. Righteous 
tort 8-1. 7 an. Sht-M. 8. IG L Moore). Ttaa 
£2.40; £2.40, £7.20. DF: £17.00. CSF: 
£16.02. 

230: L PAGEBOY u Fortune) 4-1 jt-fm; 
2. Fort Kim 10-1; 3. Rodtcradror 16- 3, 
10 tan. 4-1 jt-fov Distant Dynasty. 3 Vi 1. 
(P Hastarii). Tata: £330; £1-90, £3.10. 
£2.00. DF: £20.oa Cff: £4033. TncaSC 
£534.48. Tno: not non. 

3.00: 1. RIVAL bid (Amanda Sandal) 6- 
1; 2 . Seeratoy 01 state 13-2-, 3.1Mal Raeh 
5-1. 9 ran. 3-1 tav Tadellai. Nk, 4. iMre N 
Maeauleyl. tote: £7.10: £2.60. £230, 
£2.40. DF: £17.40, CSF: £44.49. Tna 
£88.40. NR: Tborrawama 

330: L BANZHAF (S WNbWrthl 9-4 fair, 
2. Bans Of Hofland 10-2: 3u TkM Ctaafi 7- 
2 8 ran. 3. IVi. IG L Moore). Tola: £2.50; 
£2.00, £4.00 DF: £1430. CSF: £20.72. 
naorewt £311.90. Quadpot: Ntiwon. Pool 
erf £54 JO cameo ftxwaid to TowcBsteMOdte- 
Place 6.- £30913. Place & £4832. 

NOTTINGHAM 

1. KB4G UX3FER (A Magmel A- 

6 tar. 2. Ocean leader 9-1: 3. BaRymgyr 
33-1. 12 ran. 7. 2. (D Ntclwteon). Tola: 
£140; £140. £190. £420. DF: 1530. CSF: 
£7.00. Tna £35.00. Nit fonwah. 

1230: 1 DOMINIE (T J Muiphy) 9-2 tar. 
2. Pyramte Prime 12 U 1 The Wnder 10- 
1 4, Iky Nett Door 12-1 19 ran. 6. 4. IK 
BaUeyj. Totte £510; £2.40. £3.10. £2.00. 
£230. DF: £2330. CSF: £5437. Tnuse 
£475.72. Tno; £137.60. 

120: 1 TAKE HE BUCKSKIN (GMc&UU 
10-1; 2. BaDyea Boy 11 2; 3. Bukos Bay 
12-1 20 ran. 7, sin-hd. (T Thomson Tonesi. 
Tote £15.60; £5.70. £2.10. £3.60. DF: 
£18.00 CSF: £ 6a54. Tiw £115.00. NR: S«s 
cretan. 

ISO: 1 THE BUD OUB 0 Osborne) 6-1; 

2. Pennine Pride 100-30; 3. WestweB Boy 
12-1 10 ret. 3-1 lav Beaureoane i4di). 6, 
6. IK Bariey). Tote: £630: £170. £2.90. 
£Z4U OF: £15.40. CSF: £24.42. Tncast 
£207.05. Tiro: £2190. 

230: 1 HAILE 0 ERRING fT Jenksi 8-1 
Z Coastals Soy 16-1: 3. M Medley 12- 1; 
4, Rs Grand 16-1 19 ran. 7-1 R-ftws Al Cor- 
niche. Owens Quest- 11 3. (N TwsrDn-Cwnes'. 
Tote: £9.90; £160. £230. £450. £23.70. 
DF: £3*38.90. CSF: £130.5*3. Tricast: 
£143739. Tna £224.90. 

Z50: 1 NO UGHT 1L Havey) 121 Z Gen- 
eral Tonic 8-1 3. Habmhn 4.1 lav; 4. Tm 
A Dreamer 1(11 IB ran. 1 4. (Mrs I McK- 
«). fate: £20.80: £6.70. £2.90. £160. 
£3.50. DF: £70.40. CSF; £10733. Incase 
£428-97. Tna £83.50. NRs: Ajttef. Rirer Is- 
land. weeiwtiy. 

330: 1 FELLOW COUNTRYMAN (G 
Bradey) 16-1 Z The Boofoy House 10-1 

3. Braes Of Mer 2-1 far. 11 ran. 1, 2. (K 
Bariev). Tote; £8.40; £2.60, 12.70. £180.- 
DF: £47.40. CSF: £149.49. Tno: £200-30. 
NRs: Factor Ten. Sofoman Springs, 

830: 1 MIGHTY MOSS (Mr F Hutsfcy) 9- ’ 
4 lar, Z Shafagarfote 8-1 Z Md Dey Chas- 
et 7-1 24 nra. 1. 10. (D Ncholson). Tote: 
£4.20: £190, £2.20. £4.40. DF: £1830. 
CSF: £27.51 Tm £105.70. NR: Daan In- 
v&dcf. 

tariqiot: Not wfo. Pod of £2,354.94 cat- 
rfod forward to Towcester today. 

Quadpot: £46.10 - part won. Ifool ti £49.93 
earned fonranf to TouAXSter today- 
Ptacepot £666.50. 

Place B: CM125. puce 6: £250.63. 

SEDGEFIELD 

12-40: 1 HIGH PENHOWE CD Byrne) &- 
1 Z Tuffa 5-4 (bv; 3. Ruby Rock 3-Z 8 
ran. 10. Mi. U Quimi. Tata: £9.40; £3. 70, 
£120. £110. DP £1170. CSF: £1851 Tna 
£5.60. NRa Daisy Days, Rascally. 

110:1 STATELY HOME (R Job ttsoni 10- 
1 Z Emerald Ventura U-2; 3. Thomas 
Rand 16-1 14 ran. 7-4 fav Kimberley Boy 
(4th). 13. nfc. (P Bowen). TotK £830: £2.40. 
£230. £2.60. DF; £5430. CSF: £7239. Tn- 
cast £85230. Trio: not won. NR: Dftjmtlonna. 

140: 1 23CNNAGRAM (PTtoen) 30-100 
(av, Z Premier Ffcst 33-1 3. CBvine 6-1 

7 ran. 3. 3Vi. (Mre M Reveleyl. Tote: £130: 
£110, £430. DF: £24.80. CS 7 : £123 3. NR: 
Mortrave. 

2.30: 1 DARK OAK (L O’Hara) 4 1; Z 
Cross Cararon 15-2:1 Watt Yba Than 11- 
2. 8 ran. 2-1 fob Hougnon lAthi. 1 30. U 
Curbs). Tote: £4.40; £2.00. £140. DF: 
£18.80. CSF: £29.22. NR: Son Of Ins. 

240: 1 TOSH GENT (R Supptai 4-7 lav. 
Z Ah Daley 2-1 3. Mtetur Hochberg 25- 
1 5 ran. 4. 30. IP Beaumonu.Tote: £150: 
£110. £2-00. DF: £160. CSF: £2.11 
ZUK 1 AU ON (D Byme) 3-1 Z fcB- 
De* Image 14-1 3. Meadonfaum 33-1. 10 
ran. 4-6 fav Cumbrian Hbapsnfly lien. 15, 
1 U HrtWOfl). TotK £5-40; £130. £3 JO. 
£12.10. DF: £22.6a CSF: £42.00. Tno: 
£9430. 

3.40: 1 CUTTHROAT KID IP ftaen) 6-4 
fov; Z Rye crauing 5-1 3. Shannon Glen 
14. 1 9 ran. Mr. IPfc. Hire M Reratey). TotK 
£230: £1 60, 0.50. CAM. OF: £730. CSF. 
£1031 Tncasc £76.65. Tno: £S3.«). NR: 
Tmotneronwacing. 

Ptacepot £113.10. Quadpot £44.00. 
Place S: £11106. Piece 5: na.74. 


y IHE INDEPENDENT 

Horse Racing 

Results 0839-111 171 
Commeotaxy t839 - 111 175 

Sane taitaft i utiB dpite<fll 4BS5964 
Ctarte^tisfopyartaiteipiiB. 
Afoyurtiateataritart. 


FULL RESULTS SERVICE 

0891-1 68*1 68 
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sport 


Gravesend venture into another 


4 




Ken Jones visits a 
former haunt as a 
little club gear up for 
a great day out at 
Villa Park tomorrow 





W e were silling in the 
cluttered, dusly room 
that passes For an office 
beneath Graver nd ..nd North- 
fleet’s ancient grandstand, and 
it was about 11 o'clock in the 
morning. The only warmth 
came from a small paraffin 
stove that stood in front of a 
battered desk, and it was cold 
enough for an overcoat. 

The telephone rang con- 
stantly. “Tickets on sale here 
between 10 and four tomor- 
row." Dave Stevens could be 
heard saving. “£J3 for adults, £8 
for children and senior citizens. 
£8 to travel by coach and £l to 
join the supporters' dub." 

Never mind the romance of 
the FA Cup, the giant-killer 
theme that has helped to make 
the competition famous in- 
ternationally: in Gravesend and 
Northfleet’s golden jubilee sea- 
son. this is the week of their sal- 
vation. 

Drawn against Aston Villa in 
the third round, when non- 
League clubs gel 50 per cent of 
receipts. Gravesend and North- 
FTeet will probably make more 
than £100.000 from conceding 
home advantage. 

In troubled times, the 
ground in a miserable state of 
disrepair, the lease still unse- 
cured and attendances for 
matches in the Beazer Homes 
League Premier Division av- 
eraging barely more than 500. 
tomorrow's match at Villa Park 
is a godsend. 

"We haven't even been able 
to afford an exit required by 
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Grass roots: Gravesend entertain Crawley on New Year's Day, watched by 633 people. 


Tomorrow they enter the big time at Villa Park in t^tt^ird 


round of the FA Cup 


Photograph: Adam Scott 


safely regulations. That restricts 
our capacity to 3.300, so even 
the idea of playing the match at 
Charlton or Crystal Palace 
didn't make as much sense as 
switching it." Stevens added. 

Since taking early retire- 
ment. Stevens, a director of the 
club, has more or less been its 
full-time chief executive, his 
sense of humour still intact de- 
spite the various problems that 
beset small football clubs. 

“If it isn't one thing, it's an- 
other." Stevens said, reaching 
out to lake another call - “yes, 
tickets on sale tomorrow be- 
tween... - safety inspectors, 
health inspectors, all sorts of 


people make life difficult, but 
we're still here." 

In the 1960s, only just. After 
the excitement of an FA Cup 
run in 1963 that saw them de- 
feated 5-2 by Sunderland at Ro- 
ker Park in a fourth-round 
replay, Gravesend were rele- 
gated from the SouLhem 
League and almost went out of 
existence. “By all accounts it was 
touch and go," Stevens said 

Going back to Stonebridge 
Road on a damp, misty day lost 
week was a strange and slight- 
ly disturbing experience, evok- 
ing memories of a season spent 
there long ago along with oth- 
er fugitives from the Football 


League's iniquitous retain and 
transfer system. 

Supporters today may find it 
astonishing that the Gravesend 
and Northfleet team of that 
time was comprised mostly of 
full-time professionals. Look- 
ing around the dressing-room, 
I could see their faces clearly, 
hear their voices. 

Kevin Oarke, a cool, stylish 
centre-half who joined the dub 
from Swansea Town not long af- 
ter representing the Republic of 
Ireland: a craggy Scottish full- 
back. Jack Flockhait, who came 
with me from Southend United 
George Brewster, who scored 
goals for Sheffield United and 


Bristol City. An irrepressible 
cockney. Charlie Carroll Fred- 
die Blowers, as daft as goal- 
keepers come. 

All before Dave Stevens* 
time, together with those who 
formed the Southern League 
championship team of 1957/58 
which included Jimmy Logie, 
an outstanding Scottish in- 
ternational inside-forward who 
sensationally took a £1,000 
signing-on fee to join Grave- 
send when in dispute with Ar- 
senal. 

Managed by a former .Arse- 
nal and England full-back. Li- 
onel Smith, every member of 
that team had appeared 


regulariv in League football By 
contrast, none of the 
Gravesend players called upon 
at Villa Park tomorrow have se- 
nior experience and the man- 
ager. Chris Weller- is employed 
by the prison service. 

If none of the 5.000 sup-, 
porters Gravesend expect at 
ViDa Park imagine the team to 
have any sort of a chance and 
only show up in hundreds for 
league matches. Stevens is en- 
couraged by their sense of 
c ommuni ty. Tma non-League 
man," he* said. “Of course, 
even- club like ours keeps alive 
the (beam of entering the Foot- 
ball League, but it isn’t critical. 


“We’re on a business footing 
now," Stevens added, “and 1 get 
the impression that a lot of peo- 

g le in the area are finding it dif- 
cult to meet the cost of 
watching matches in London, 
especially when it involves tak- 
ing along children. An alter- 
native is (o come here, but 
we’re got to provide them with 
a reason.’* 

Profit from tomorrow's tie 
will enable Gravesend to effect 
the ground improvements that 
are necessary before the)' can 
apply for a grant from the 
Football Trust “The Premier 
League is a world apart from 
ours." Stevens said. “Other 


than on television. I'd never 
seen Villa Park until we went 
there last week to sort out 
arrangements. The hospitality 
boxes are bigger than our board 
room. The place is enormous.*’ 
Leaving Stonebridge Road, 
collar turned up against the chill 
air, scarf pulled lighter. I 
looked back fleeting!}'. Paint 
peeling off the old stand and 
covered enclosures, the re- 
membered rickety white 
boundary fence that was always 
a hazard for timid wingers, 
power lines strung between py- 
lons that straddle the car park- 
in the sweet long ago. it seemed 
so different... 


scoons 
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Lake retires after 14 operations 


Liverpool set to 
play Juventus 


Stevenage in fine form 


Paul Lake, hailed as the new 
Duncan Edwards in his teens, 
finally gave up his Gve-and-a- 


halfyear struggle against injure 
vesterdav and announced his re- 


yesterday and announced his re- 
tirement at the age of 27. writes 
Phil Shaw: 

Promised from the age of 10 
to his boyhood favourites, Man- 
chester "City, Lake became an 
associate schoolboy at Maine 
Road in the John Bond era and 
went on to play a wide range of 
roles in the 1988/89 promotion 
season. An Under-21 and B in- 
ternational, he was in the pro- 
visional Endand squad for the 
1990 Worlcf Cup finals. 


Later that year, playing in 
midfield against Aston Villa, 
Lake's right knee twisted and his 
cruciate ligaments shattered. 
He broke down again at Mid- 
dlesbrough when attempting a 
comeback two years later but, af- 
ter surgery in America, in which 
he received Achilles tendons 
from dead men. he resumed his 
career at youth level last spring. 

The pain and swelling kept 
recuniijg. however, and after 14 
operations Lake has finally 
conceded defeat. He will now 
go into physiotherapy. “I’ve 
tried hard to get ray fitness back, 
but it wasn't to be.” he said. 


Terry Venables will launch his 
team's European Champion- 
ship preparations with two 
training sessions in the next six 
weeks. The England coach, 
without a fixture until Bulgar- 
ia play at Wembley on 27 
March, will ask between 20 
and 22 players to gather at 
Bisham Abbey from 22 to 25 
January. Players from West 
Ham and Manchester United, 
who meet on 22 January, may 
arrive the following day. His sec- 
ond get-together will be at As- 
ton Villa's training ground on 
12 to 15 February. 

Arsenal have denied a report 


that their Dutch international 
striker, Dennis Bergkamp, is a 
£9m transfer target for one of 
his former clubs, Ajax. The 
Highbury managing director, 
Ken Friar, said: “It is non- 
sense. There has been no con- 
tact from Ajax or anybody else, 
as far as 1 know." 

The former Arsenal and Re- 
public of I reland striker. Frank 
Stapleton, has landed a top 
coaching job in America's new 
Major Soccer League. Staple- 
ton is to be head coach of New' 
England RevoJuiioa one of 10 
teams in the new league which 
kicks off in April. 


Liverpool are arranging their 
first game against Juventus 
since the 1985 Heysel Stadium 
disaster. More than 10 years af- 
ter 39 fans died as a result of ri- 
oting before the European Cup 
final, the two dubs are negoti- 
ating to meet at Boston's 
60,000-capacity Foxboro Stadi- 
um on 11 August 
“We've been trying to organ- 
ise this game for some time and 
it looks as if it is coming to 


Non-League notebook 

RUPERT METCALF 


fruition," the Liverpool manag 
er. Roy Evans, said "We havebac 


er. Roy Evans, said "We have bad 
a great relationship with them 
over a number of years -certainly 
since Heysel and with the trans- 
fer to ana from of Ian Rush." 


The strongest challenge to Mac- 
clesfield Town, the leaders and 
defending champions of the 
GM \auxhall Conference, is 
currently coming not from the 
expected sources, Woking and 
Kidderminster Harriers, but 
from Stevenage Borough, who 
travel to meet the leaders at 
Moss Rose tomorrow in one of 
the seasons most eagerly await- 
ed non-League encounters. 

Aron of sri matches without 
defeat has taken Stevenage, in 
their second season in the Con- 


ference after finishing fifth last 
term, to second place in the 
table, five points behind Sam- 
my Mcllroy’s Macclesfield bui 
with three games in hand and 
a vastly superior goal difference. 
“Its a monumental game on 
Saturday," Paul Fairdough. the 
Hertfordshire club's manager, 
said yesterday, “but it may not 
have much relevance at the 
end of the season. We lost to 
Enfield twice when we won the 
Diadora League." 

The Hertfordshire outfit 
have done well to compete with 
the GMVC elite, as they have 
hardly been big spenders com- 
pared to their rivals. “We’re a 


selling dub," Fairdough said. 

Since last season, he has lost 
Leo Fortune-West (to Gilling- 
ham). Phil Simpson (to Barnett 
and Richard Nugent (to Yeovil 1 1 ■ 

- so this season's form is all the j 
more creditable. " We've just I 
been swept along by a tide of I. 
well-being." Fairdough added. 

If they do win the title. ihe> 
will not be promoted to the 
Endsleigh League, however. 

“Our ground is councu-owned." I 
Fairdough explained, “and if. #- 
while Stevenage Borough 
Council have done well to get 
us this far. they cannot afford 
to improve the ground further 
this year." 


Luge on downhill slope to an uncertain future 


The governing body of a sport 
that half (he country' enjoyed 
over the past few weeks has 
been forced to cancel next 
month's British Championships 
- because so few people are in- 
terested in taking pari. You can- 
not really blame the organisers. 
After all. just 25 turned up for 
Iasi year's competition, and a 
mere seven of those competed 
in the senior men's event. 

“Strange, isn’t it?" Chris- 
Dyason, former secretary of the 
Great Britain Luge Assoria- 
tion, said. “Almost everybody 
in this country has had a go at 
tobogganing, but we haven't got 
enough money to achieve any 
of the things we would like - 
and we don't get a penny from 
the Sports Council now." 

Mind you, there is a slight dif- 
ference between sliding down 
your local hill on a plastic tray 
and riding a racing luge. About 
60mph difference, for a start. 
Even bobsleigh is staid by com- 


parison. Dyason, who has rid- 
den the notorious Cresta Run, 
said: “It wasn't the same buzz: 
it was desperately tame and easy 
in comparison (o luge." 

Luge (French for sled) is a 
theme-park ride designed by 
Stephen King. It's like plung- 
ing down a giant tube of ice at 
80mph on a supercharged 
saucer with your face inches 
from Ihe ground. The luge has 
no brakes and rudimentary 
steering. To make it go faster, 
you lie back, feet first, think of 
England and don't look where 
you're going. “You use a lot of 
peripheral vision," explained 
Derek Prentice, the British 
chairman. 

Prentice and Dyason dis- 
covered the sport back in 1976, 
although Britain has compet- 
ed since luge became an 
Olympic sport in 1964. At the 
start, our team comprised the 
same few people better known 
for their partying skills than 


their luge ability. After three 
Olympics, they were getting too 
old and sensible to keep sub- 


jecting their bodies to luge's 
punishing G -forces. 


An advert in a hang-gliding 
magazine (clever psychology, 
that) drew a small crowd of 
daredevils to Innsbruck for a 
trial. Dyason recalled; “They 
bought six new racing luges for 
the week's triaL but we didn’t 
have a clue how to put them to- 
gether. They were almost un- 
usable because we didn't 
understand about getting the 
right profile for the runners. 
The steel curves just came as 
raw pieces of metal but we ran 
on them straight away.” 

He found the sport totally 
addictive. “It's very scary before 
you start. The image I retain is 
early morning, with floodlights 



KEITH ELLIOTT 


at large 


giving the course a grey gleam, 
ft redly looks cruel. You think: 


ft really looks cruel. Ybu think: 
‘What am 1 doing here?* But 
when you start, you concentrate 


totally and, a minute or so lat- 
er, you think: “That was bril- 
liant, let's do it again.' 1 have 
not found another sport that 
gives the same buzz." In the 
1980 Olympics, he and Prentice 
finished 14th in the pairs, still 
Britain’s best placing, “al- 
though my leg was in plaster at 
the time," Dyason added. 

Luge enthusiasts get used to 
injuries. “Yes, you get a lot of 
bumps, bruises, scrapes and 


breaks," Prentice, a London 
brewer, admitted. It was once 
considered too dangerous for 
an Olympic sport, an argu- 
ment reinforced by the death 
in 1964 of KazLmierz Kay* 
Skrzypeski, a member of the 
British team. But deaths are 
very rare. “Our crashes tend to 
be more frequent but less dan- 
gerous than bobsleigh,” Pren- 
tice said. 

Thrilling, fast, dangerous, 
and undeniably glamorous - so 
why is it not more popular? 
Money, inevitably, is a factor. 
Back in the mid-1980s, it at- 
tracted significant funding from 
the Sports Council. “We put in 
an eight-year plan but said 
very clearly that there was no 
point in looking for instant re- 
sults," Dyason said. “It ran for 
two years, and then they turned 
the tap off." 

Luge had its grant cut by 
£47,000 overnight in 1988. Like 
bobsleigh, it was told that it 


could not expect money for de- 
velopment because it did not 
contribute towards increasing 
sporting participation in the 
United'Kmgdom. This hit the 
sport so hard that the British 
Racing Toboggan Association 
had to delay changing its name 
because it could not afford the 
cost of altering its stationery. 

Hie association has struggled 
on - but it only meets a cou- 
ple of times a year now, all its 
officials are honorary and it has 
no money to support promis- 
ing prospects like Aonabelle 
Nash, the daughter of a 1964 
bobsleigh gold medallist; Steve 
Ovett’s brother, Nick, the 
reigning British champion, who 
has temporarily retired be- 
cause of the cost of five months 
on the World Cup circuit; or 
Paul Hix, who at IS was 12th 
in the world junior champion- 
ships. Hix was born on the Isle 
of Wight, but his parents 
moved to Milesbach, Germany, 


when he was four. He learned 
the sport at school: 10 of the 
schools in his area of Bavaria 
teach luge as part of the cur- 
riculum from the age of eight. 

The cancellation of the 
British Championships next 
month, a competition that for 
the past 20 years has coincid- 
ed with a training week for be- 
ginners, bodes ill for the sport 
Its disappearance would be 
doubly sad because, after all, it 
was the British who organised 
the first competitive tobog- 
ganing race back in 1883 in 
Davos, Switzerland. 

Prentice admitted: “We’re 
really going to struggle from 
here." But he still hopes to hold 
a beginners' course this year, 
and believes that the rapid in- 
ternational growth in the nas- 
mrbakn (basically, an icy road) 
could be the salvation of the 



Ovett: Prohibitive cost 


sport in Britain. One major 
problem, despite last month’s 


problem, despite last month’s 
snowfalls, is that we do not have 


luge or bobsleigh tracks, so 
there is little chance to partic- 
ipate cheaply. A natural-track 
course could be set up in Scot- 
land for less than £50.000. 

Dyason also believes that 
wheeled sleds, a training system 
used by the Germans and 
Americans, could help to pop- 
ularise the sport. “We’ve been 
having talks with the Scoots 
about this, and our plans are 
fairly well advanced," Prentice 
said. That should do wonders 
for the image of Scouting. 


JUST THE TICKET: a week ly guide to what's on where for the sporting spectator 


PICK OF THE DAT 


Sunday / Rugby urion 

Heineken European Cup final 
Cardiff 


Not everyone took It seriously, not 
eveiyone opted to enter, but the 
final of the inaugural Heine ten Eu- 
ropean Cup has thrown up Wio wor- 
thy opponents from Hie 12 teams 
who started the competition. This 
Sunday at the hallowed venue of 
the Cardiff Arms Park, Cardiff, the 
Welsh champions, play Stade 
Tbulousain, the French champions, 
for what will become Europe's 
biggest prize. Next year England 
and Scotland will enter and the Cup 
will have at least 20 teams com- 
peting. Cardiff, who fielded a 
team containing 14 internationals 
in their win over Leinster in the 
semi-final, are likely to be un- 
changed. Toulouse, who have 
won the French Championship 12 
times, have injury worries after their 
semi-final and may have only six 
internationals in their side. 

How to tfrt toK Cantu Aims Park. West- 
gato Sweat, is in the cflycantre. Cardiff Cen- 
tra; rawwy slaoon a, 200 ifcnare. TeJ«C-: 
£JB Upper Stentfc, £5 Lower Stands. The East 
Temice ana West Stand wifi rur be used the 
tlcfcta offl» at ttro Ams Part te open todfef 
hum Sam to 4.45pm. tomorrow from 10am 
ana ml stay open subject to demand. Ticfc- 
ets'wfli oeawAabie on Sunday trem booths 


This weekend 

TODAY 

DARTS: Embassy world Professional Cham 
ptonsMp (Fnrrtey Green], The remaning two 
puartEf-ftnaK. wKi be nett today, from 7 - 
10.30pm f£4). SMjfday's sen* -finals are from 
l-4pm (£61, with Sunday's final played from 
6pm lo conduaon. The final 6 sold out and 
capacity for the later stagacs very bitted. Chock 
MdiCotxmyCkA. Latest*? Cowry Quo, Ktvarf 


Road. Fnrriley Grew, nr CambWfeV, Sumy- 
Lea* M3 otumon tour. BttngA32l remark 
Gutffertl to Nniey Green, where Wharf Road 
Is on the left. (Tel: 01252 8364641. 
SMUNG: London International Boat Snow 
(Carts Owt London] . The London Shows ona 
tna largest boat shows In the wortt. More than 
650 ettUMore mil show 850 craft and wmo- 
surtsre. There mil Be an free informs bon stand 
on Iww (a get started In seeing. Opening ernes: 
10am. 7pm except tor Thursday 11 Jarusy 
when the show remains open lftw 9.30pm. 
Sunday 14 January lCWn-fijm Admission: 
£8.50 adults daily. Two accompanied cfSdren 
under- 16 admitted free, additional children 
£6.50. DAPs £650. Entry after 4pm £5.50. 
Earts Court. Warwick Road. London 5WS gel: 
071-370 8311] (s opposite Earts court rule 
station pisthct and nccaddylnoj. 
SNOOKER: LiWfOTd Victoria OamyOiaJler^ 
(Bnmingttml . Tickets are sM available tor afl 
seams. rotas quarter-finals: 10am. lpm, 
4cm. 7pm. (£3 par session or £5 afeday tick- 
et). Tomorrow's stm-flnafa: noon i£ 5 j end 6pm 
i£7.50 or £10 for both}. Sunday's final: noon 
l£ 7.50J and 6pm (£10 or £12.50 el day). In- 
ternational Conference Centre, Efiwd Street 
Bmtirtgham. is on Centanaiy Square in the oty 
centre, get 0121 212 3333). 

SPEED SKATING: British Short Trat* Cham- 
pivtshlps (QJdfeire). r*t*y Gooite. the Oynpc 
bronze medalkst ***> won me man's ctiampr- 
onsivp m 1993 and 1994. uffl put no swig 
eftafiangp to regfin the title he lost to Matthew 
jasper, fiwnM»*«fam. test j«r. Gooch. Mo 
Gdiofoni, *n haw local swart, but VWf OTffci- 

I.. DiH-ynV mnd ennrMctll «4w( trarU CfWVWl 


tomorrow: lpm: finals of al classes. Adme- 
mn: £8 adulrs, £4 children. Girittftxd Spec- 
trum. Parkway, Gurttfom. Surrey, is dose re 
A3 and sen posted, ffel: 01483 444777). 

TOMORROW 

RKUBAil: 6ft Qjp third round. TersierB Scot- 
tan Cup second round, Endsie^h Insurance 
Leagje and ScottEh League progranmea. 
RUGBY LEAGUE: fe&t Trophy seml-lwl: Wtan 
v Leeds 0J». 

RUGBY UNION: A International: Italy v Scot- 
land A. Under-21 International: flaly v Scot- 
land. Couraffi Outo’ ChamproratBp, Henaken 
Wefen Lea&ie and Tennants Scottish Cham, 
pronshtp Regional League progammaa. 
RACING (Notional Hunt wiles* stated}: 
umFlELD (AW Hut): Ail enclosures £8 


emony; 11.05am Under- 14 fin* 13.05pm 
5tW6th place play-off; 1.55 3ntf4th play-off: 
3.45pm Final. Artmtssion: £5 adults. £4 cNI- 
dren under- 16 ; £30 wretena family a*et (two 
adtits, mo chadren under- IS). Crystal Pataca 
National Spores Centre, igonnhon Road. 
London SE19. (Td: 0181 778 0131). 
MOTORCYCUKG: Sheffield 96 Irtremanonal 
Arena Trial. The inaugural British mdcor trials 
ewrt induces the seven times World trial nfarn- 
pnn, Jordi Tamaf. from Spam and fetew ctm- 
patrot. Man Cotomer, the Wortd ndoor 
champion. Steve Colley, the Bnbsh champr- 


on, leads the domestic ehaflenge of raang over 
oastaeies on spacisf moeweyefes. me fere 


has only some restncied-v»ew seats remain- 
mg a £12 adults, £8 enitfeen. The proearrene 
slots at 7 pm. snoftoid Are*®, Brouanon pane, 
tsdgnposted one mle fiom tjnction 34 of ml 
W wia A8178 towarts the oty centre. The Are- 
na Is situated m the Jwicdon of A6I78 and 
Brtxrghton lane. (Td: 0U4 25B 5656). 
MUSHUK1: Omega British Husky Racrng 
Otampronsfus ffbrest of Dean). H«s. m me 
{oath mitt start s sroam tomorrow and on 
Sutday. Spectators vwhmg to watch ttw lam- 
er. taster teams, kte me st»-oeg tears, ahoJd 
atartteertyaa thaw dasagmn lira. Thy frjM 
at Matards ffl®, Fores of Dean, can be reatfnd 
trom the South by function 22 of M4. takittt 
A466 and A48 towante Lydney or A4Q from 
Gloucester and M8 re Lydney, B4234 rath 
to Ratend (tat turn Iron South, nght nun from 
GtauoasteiT. AlT Juncton m Parhend. turn rWrt 
and Mahanis Ffthe Is two miles on the left. 
SUNDAY 

F00TBA11: FA Gift thnl round: Oertyv Leeds 
lUJfc Otfsw v Nwcadte ( 10 *; Bonn vssk*- 
port 0.0): Southampton v fatsiruum 02 . 0 ). 
RUGBY LEAGUE: Stones Cantanary Cnampe 
onsrtp. 

RUGBY UM a* Hemetan Cup firet Cardiff v 
Toukxise (1-301 1 at CmUffArms Pariil. 
CYCLO-CROSS: Vstwan and Juvenle Cham- 

p»nsf*s f5mens88l veterans’ race noon. 
juveniles 2pm. Marfa ScadkitL Swansea, 
Wes Gterraran. b on the east sde at the oty 
on the A4217 Uansamiet mao; leave M4 » 
Auction 42 and feteM Regional Sports Cen- 
tre sgfK. Other emus: Octagon Veto Ctubllp- 


112.45). Hmriodc County Stand £15; Tat- 
tBrsois £9; Nawton Stand £4 {Wft naff-pme 
in TatzarsaOs and Newton Standi- 114)). 
Sandown: Club £15, Junior cum flfr25yrei 
£13; Grandstand and ffeddoek £12; Silver Bng 
IS. 11255). WarwMe Club £12 (16 to 24. 
year-olds iSr, Taoassfe £8; Course £5. U.05). 
PVCLO-CROSS: Bradford Otympc RC deeds). 


Ihe juvenAa race apans thepra0Hmme at lpm, 
wtn ihe matt event at 2.15. Bmmtay FaO Pan, 
te on the Leeds to Bradford roaa benrean Krt- 
stau and Rodey. 

FENCW8E AWersnot Open. Men's fipee starts 
at 5ram tomorrow, with the tod event on Sun- 
day. Spectators are BdTitaxJ fee, but vdl need 
identification. wand-Tetiey Gymnaskm. Amry 
School of Physical Tram rig. Quean's Avenue, 
Aktershot. tfampshire. 

K0RF9AU4 European Club OumfUmnp 
(Crystal Palace). Korfbai m Britain celebrates 
KsSQth birthday this year, neare 300 teams 
and 4.000 [Moya^. The sport B from th6 same 
femiy as basttesbal and nettial but ts deeigwd 
to use mnd sport, wtn teams comorfeine tour 
men aid tour women. Mtetwn, the South Lon- 
don dub, hove qualified by wmrg the BftWh 
Championshp and are jonred by fce European 
cftitis- Tomorrow’s ptewvt schedule: 9. lCBm 
WereutKws tBte) vfSEF (Pen); 1150am Dea- 
tos iNetts v Mncham: 1.06pm Guta Weiss lGsn 
v Mwomis; a.dspm si uorem ism v Dee. 
tos; 5pm Gnin wass v SEF; &20pm Mncham 
r St UOrerti. Sunday: 10. 30am Opening ear- 


outsWo the eound or through the tumstves 
of the South Stand from llam. the match 


of the South Stand from Horn. The m 
UCKS Oft 31 1.30pm. 101222 390 UD. 


ly, Britain's most successful short track speed 
skater, rsalsocompednfi. Defttoe ramereihe 
leafing British women and Is uwnreg tor her 
sfath British title- Today: 5pm: opening rounds. 


SMCh). First race 10.15am, main event 
1.30pm. Fatten Heath Stadium. Fottta/l 
Road, ts oft A12/A1214 north-east of Ipswich. 
Suffolk. Baytua Bash '96 ffimshp). llam, 
2J30pm. Bsyshust Wood soft Efeatapear Road 
South, RUtsfip. MitaSesex. reached from the 
Swatateys roundabout on A40 and B467 north- 
bound. UMtow CC (Uidlow)- 10.30am, noon. 
Brumfield Gravel Pit s matted by tumng nghi 
atrheCfiveArms, wtwft a IV: maos frem Lud- 
low on M9 atrawsbuiy road. North western 
League Nlfigprtj. 10.30am, 12.15pm. Beacon 
Country Pare ® near Uphonand. between 
Skfitinoredalo and Wigan. Amctior 26 of M6 
then AS77 rewords UptwBand. turning right at- 
ter two mites at Victoria pittc house. Severn 
RC (Brstei]. 10.15am, llam. Confront River 
Parte ts reached from junenon three of K32. 
turning toft JWo Easton way, menMM (sec- 
ond etti on targe roundabout) and finely ngft 


Leeds v Reeditg t7.-V5): NonMCh v BcTning- 
lum (7.45). EndsMfh btsttranew Loajpie 
Second DMsten: SwcHportvBradfanl: Swin- 
don v Swansea <7.£5i. SpaMttjt Cup second 
round: Gaie^ead •j Lfeife* f7.45), BeTs Scot- 
Bsn League AenfarOhfefon: Hoarte vMdCh- 
erwen. Bret UvMon: Hamiftnn v Si Mirren. 
Second DMstac Queen of the South v Sten- 
housemur: Stranroer v BenwcA. INMIMiMteff 
Lmn^ren v Queen's Bart: Hos Courtly vAr- 
broam. 

fHJ®Y LEAGUE Wodnesdny: Stoneo Con- 
taoiuT Bn* DfarWaic Wutehaven v Ufidnes 
(7 JO). Second DMstoru CadUe v Barrow 
(7 JO) isr CarfisK ana: Yort v Sumton. 
RUGBY UMKWfc Toesday: WRU Mhtweak 
Coropotibon (TjOJ: Pool K Abenyton v Bk*u: 
pontypool V Cross Keys. Pool 8: Uandovery v 
Olivant: rantiy um vNWbertfi. Pnof & Caar- 


Frideo^ SOUTHWHJ. (AW Rat): As Monday. 
gL20). Ascot Memtns £12 Uunior Members 
16-25 years, half puce): &andstand«nd Pad- 
doefc £8: Sftra- Rrog £5. Muasefcwgh: 

Cite £11: Tadamls £B (OAPsdnd trattobyed 
£3). Accompanied under- 16s Are. {LIS}. 
NEXT WEEKH4D 

FOOTBALL: SattatlaicFAOirtingPranrwrsnip, 


erttPa0Uaw» and Scottish )eo 0 je pro- 

ffamroea. Sunday; FA Caring Premiershtj: 
Owensy vNewcasfe I4.0L Enddagh Inamce 


League First Division: HmnlngTBn v Chariton 
0-551: Sunderland v Nonrich C3.0I- 
RUGHY LEflQlf SalinJsy: Rt-*al Tmphy fr 
ral at)) ( « MoWXhe ScrcArm. HudotersdeW). 
Sunday: Stones Centenary Champtorahlp. 
RUGBY IWKHC Satiwday: CouragB Dubs' 
Champronshfp, Henahen webn LeaSJB,Ten- 
nans StrotOGh Chanvunshto Ffe0teid LH^je. 
BfldNB: Saturday: L1NORELD (AW Rot): As 
Monday. 1 12. 501. Ascot Members £16 (Ju- 
rVcrfiVm&ere 16-25 years, half pnee): Grand- 
■3andanvParklockLlO;$*terRng£5. ft®. 
Newcastle: Dub £12; Tansoafe £9; Silver 
Ring £4 (£2 farOAPs and ratestered dotted}. 
(l£40i. WaraWc CM) IE (16 » 24-year- 
okb £6); TattareaBs £ft Coursa £5. 1 12.25). 


at fourth sat of traffic fcriits rto aactawanh 
toad and Crew's Hole Rood. Hstwrth Brtd^ 
Alers 'North Yorishnia). Noon, 2pm. Hefwiflt 
Brldffi. nearftorton-WatelaBlsfe, s ftiirmfes 
noraiPT Settle. 


pliDy v Llanharan: South Wales Police v 
CanUI tnsL Pool Tk Maedeg v Tondu; Vstradg- 
yrtata v Bonymaen. Wedoeftday: Rnpresen- 
tetfve MBtefL- Royal Navy * ComBinea London 
OB ( 7 . 0 ) rat Bumafy Road, Porttmoutftf. Taa- 


NextwMk 

FOOTBALL {7-30 unless stated): Moncltnr: 
Boffa Scottish League Premier OMstaic rt- 
bensai) v Abemaen (8.0). GM VaudnB Con- 
ference: Stevenage v Fambcra^Ji (7.45). 
TueMtey: Representative Match: British 
Students v FA JO fit HBdhesftitf roen FQ. find- 
sMgh Insurance Uagua Thin! Dhristoo; 
Gfln0nmvOnesteri7.45i:ScaitHroitf>vBar- 

ra. Auto Wods c reerw Shield Que rte Mtna to: 

Southern Section: Fufham v Bnsiol Rovers 
r7,45); Hereford v Northampton 17.45): Pe- 
tert»rou01 v Cofchestar (7.45): ShrewsOuty v 
BntJWn. Northern Section: Btacfcpooi * 
Cnesasliett; Rothaham vLmcolrt YOritv Nona 
County (7j45). BelTa Scottish Lea£uo Pro- 
mler DMaion: Partickv FalMrK Rarth v Celtic. 
First Division: Qydetianh v AHWie; Dumbar- 
ton v Duntermbna: Dundee v Dundee UU; S( 

Johnstone v Morton. Second DMakirr Ayr v 

Clyde; Forfar v East Fife. Third DMsteoe Al- 
bion v Caledonian Tfvsae; Bretfvn v Adox Cdw- 
dentieeth v East Suiting. Wednesday: 
Cooa-CofciCupquartar-ftnalKAraervVrNriw- 
casdr- 18 . 0 ) A3nn Via vWotreitia-tpton (7.4®: 


Scottish Bales » South of Scotland (5.0) fat 
Kcfunenm. dots Match: NncastlevNw- 
csstte unw (7 JO). 

RACING: Monday: SOUTHWELL (AW Rat): 
Oub £12; Taoersals £6 tOAP members of 
course's Ottetiond CM) £4, accompanied un- 
dar-lfe Deal. IL15). UngfloU: Al endcouras 
£9. am. Tuesday. UN8FELD (AW Rat): As 
Monday. (1 JO). LetenatoR dub £12: Tat- 
tereaas £8: SdverRtna £4. (aemmoarued un- 
der-iBs treej. Free rececards. U.J5). 
Wednesday: WOLVERHAMPTON (AW Flat): 
Entrance £6: addroonri £10 tor entrance to 
Tteang Fteiaaant; additional £1550 tor meal. 
030). Kabo: Members £10; TaOersaib £7 
(OAPs £4, Bccomponed under- 16s heel- 
(1.10). Pkimptoie Membere £12: Tanereate 
£8; Come £4. ri.20). Tfenday: UNGHBJD 
(AW flat): As Monday- il.oi. wattiuttytCUib 
£12 (accompanied unfler-ifis free); Tmersaas 
IT: Course £2 tears, naming up re 4 adiits 
£6). iL20i W i ri caii t o n : Members 111L50 Ur 
nor Members. 17 to 22 yearn. £650); Tat- 
teraafe £8: Course (and cars Id cause) £4. 
(U«Jer- 16 s tree wiro ail enettsuiBN- ( 1 . 10 ). 


The popuiariiy of the Winston Cup, the 
National Association of Stock Car Auto 
Racing senes of 31 races at venues 
across the United Scales, Is legend be- 
cause it is fast, exciting and cheap. The 
Daytona 500, at Daytona Beach, Flori- 
da, opens tfe senes on Sunday 18 Feb- 
ruary In the sunshine state. 

Daytona Beach has a long oadroon 
K Of motor racing when events were ran 
on the beech before the speedway was 
bull tn 1359. The 500’s popularty, with 
Fort Thunderbirds, Chevrolet Monte Car- 
(os and Pdntiac Brands Pnx, all modi- 
fied road cars, lining up, ensures the 
100,000 plus seats sell out well in ad- 
vance. It is possible to watch the race, 
though with some restricted views, fiom 


the rnfietd siea. Tickets sold or the day 
are 545 (£30) and $15 parking. A two- 
day ticket for the Infield to include the 
Goody's 300-mUe race the day before 
cost 585 and 425 parking and go 00 
sale on Friday night. Seats for the 
Goody's 300 are $35-60. 

The Daytona 500 is the culmination 
of weeks of testing ana qualifying. On 
Sunday 11 February, the Busch Clash 
ts run. Here seats cost S35 and the in- 
flea £25. On Thursday 15 February, the 

infield for the two qualifying races for 

the 500 cost $40. 

Page and Moy, the Leicester-based 

travel operator speciali s ing in motor 
sport, is organising a trio to the race, 
but has limned ewiiabffity left The sev- 
en-nltfrttour; from 13 to 21 February, 
is based Jn Oriando. an hour's cfcroe from 
Daytona Beach, and costs £599. 
Grandstand seats are extra - £66 In foe 

Joe Weatherly Grandstand and £40.50 
In the Otdfityd - and can only be bought 

with foe package. 

DBytofM 500, is February. 

Daytona Internationa Speedway, PQ eat 
2801. Daytona Beach. Borate 32120-2081 
(Tot 001904 253 7223). 

Page and Moy lm, fntematonaf Motor r»q. 
fW'ftwfS, 136- J 40 London Road. L&eeaer 
£Bl0V |Tefc OUS 250 7007; Car 0116 250 
7009). 



Details of forthcoming events with 
information on tickets and venues 
should be sent to: The Sports 
Desk, The Independent, 1 Quia- 

SSBtgSftSf&f- 
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sport 


Stewart returns as a serious contender 


■«* *>«* con- 
fetned m Detroit yesterday 

pionship. Britain's only three 
tones world drivers’ cUpbn 
also acknowledged the five- 

the track m 1997, represents the 
greatest challenge 5fS e 
Have n° doQhts, this is a 

g“*J? *T head of Stewart 
Grand Pnx. At the age of 56 
most would be counting down 
to retirement, especially having 
achieved and earned all he 

has. 

But now here he is, embark- 


°.? Whai he wes ^ final 
frontier, an adventure more 
demanding than mere driving. 

hiL° Qe . de! e™ined by the 
head rather than the heart, 

tins is the most exciting thing 
i have ever done in my life," he 
said. But, tellingly, he added: “1 
know I will be putting my rep- 
utatioii on the line, but we will 
be doing the best job we can. I 
am not just here for the beer." 

Stewart has never been a 
man to do things by halves, be 
it racing, pioneering safety mea- 
sures, negotiating personal 
commercial deals, organising 
chanty clay pigeon shoots and 


karting events, or entertaining 
the royals - and his Formula 
One campaign is planned not 
only to slay the course but to 
take on the most powerful. 

Typically, he has landed an 
exclusive comma with his old 
cohorts at Ford -which ensures 
the exclusive supply of their best 
V10 engines - and will contin- 
ue to exert his enormous influ- 
ence this year to recruit drivers 
and staff, and raise sponsorship 
to fund an annual budget tar- 
geted at £30m. 

Stewart will now be embarking 
on a world-wide search for “part- 
ners 7 ’ as he calls sponsors. “I think 


Britain’s most successful driver wants to 
beat the world again, says Derick Ailsop 


you do it too early it can be ex- 
traordinarily expensive and cost 
you a lot of money. The time 


we are going u> illustrate a new 
way of doing business in sporL 
The biggest, single, roust impor- 
tant thing is the financial struc- 
ture - that will allow us to meet 
the technical and personal re- 
quirements we need to be as com- 
petitive as possible. 

"Formula One is by far the 
most competitive and highly 
technical business in motor rac- 
ing. It took Frank Williams JO 
years to gel where he is. 1 hope 
it will take us less." 


He will be chairman of the 
team and his son, Paul, head of 
the Paul Stewart Racing Or- 
ganisation which laid the fam- 
ily foundations in the lower 
formulae, will be the managing 
director. The Stewarts are al- 
ready seeking new premises to 
replace (heir present factory , at 
Milton Keynes. 

"I have not lost the feel. I 
have not lost the passion for 
Formula One. Now is the lime 
to go back in,” Stewart said. “If 


now just happened to dovetail 
vith Ford's 


I s programme 


nicely with 
for the future/ 

Ford, too, are going out on 
a limb by making this five-year 
commitment to a team that 
does noi exist in Formula One 
terms. Only 14 months ago 
they were celebrating Michael 
Schumacher's first wodd cham- 
pionship. They, however, also 
feci the tuning, as well as the op- 
portunity, is right. 

Stewart will find it difficult to 
unseat the likes of Benenon-Re- 


nault, Williaras-Renaull and 
Ferrari. Their resources alone 
will ensure they avoid the ill- 
starred experience of Snntek 

_ J n !IU nnnninD At tfllS 


and Pacific, but winning at this 
matter. Ask Fer- 


lewl is another matter. 

^Inevitably, David Coullhard, 
one of Stewart's proteges has al- 
ready been linked with the 
team - he has a one-year con- 
tract with McLaren- So has the 
American, Robbie Gordon, 
which would provide an im- 
portant Stateside connection 
for both Stewan-Ford and For- 
mula One. 

As important as drivers - as- 



StewarL- Five-year venture 


suming Schumacher cannot be 
lured - are designers and Stew- 
art will try to secure some of the 
brightest men in the business of 
making Formula One cars. 


Ploy of playing five 
bowlers backfires 


w-. 
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Fbr connoisseurs of the batting 
collapse the fifth Test at New- 
lands was a dream come true. 
England were bowled out twice 
. . for 150 and South Africa only 
- , made it past 200 thanks to an 
- ’ implausible burst of overthrows, 
byes and slogs in a lOth-wicket 
• stand that changed the match. 

- • No one really blamed the 

. . pitch, which looked good 
enough when Graham Hick 
•. ; hoisting Paul Adams for two 

; J- »rand sixes in the row, or when 
; Thorpe was slicing Allan Don- 
..fiM through the covers. But the 
' lendency of both sides to lose 
wickets whenever things grew 
- ; : t ense put an embarrassing com- 
. olerion on England’s strategy in 
- his match,whic± was to pick an 


Robert Winder reports from Cape Town 
on the failure of England's bold strategy 


extra bowler and play just five 
batsmen. 


At the outset, it seemed a 
heartening, positive move. With 
four bowlers. England had been 
finding hard to see off the 
South African lower order. Sev- 
eral times in the series they had 
made good early inroads (nei- 
ther Hudson or Cronje made a 
fifty) but they were never able- 
to drive home their advantage. 

Perhaps with Devon Mal- 
colm back (by popular demand) 
to blast away the tail it would 
be different this time. But it was 
terribly risky. No other top side 


Illingworth blames 
‘irresponsible’ play 





. We blew it” was the response 
f England's chairman, Ray 
Jingworth, to his side’s 10-wick- 
’ ■* • t defeat yesterday in the fifth 
est against South Africa, which 
. _ rough: with it a 1-0 defeat in 
ie series. 

“We hare put in two and a half 
ion ths of hard work and thrown 
- . all away in a couple of days, 

Tiicfa is very disappointing,” 
Jingworth said. “We should 
ave made at least 250 in the first 
mings. The outfield was slow 
ul 250 to 300 would have been 
fair score on that pitch. 

“We played a lot of irre- 
asnsibfe shots. Test matches are 
ot won like that At Centuri- 
; ;;n Park in the first Test, we graft- 
d. That’s what we had to do on 
tis pitch and we didn’t do it. 

“I thought when South Africa 
'ere 171 for 9 in their first in- 
- mgs that was our best day in the 
idd of the series. But we were 
waste of time with the new ball 
• "We Wew it If we bad re- 
trieted them to a lead of 20 or 
. K) we would have been 
avouriies.” 


Asked about the umpiring 
rth 


TH 


Turing the day, lilingwo 
replied: “We had some so-and- 
so decisions today. 1 don’t want 
to say any more than that” 

Illingworth insisted that Eng- 
land are progressing along the 
right lines -despite another se- 
ries defeat. 

“We have made progress in 
certain areas. I think we have 
the nucleus of seven or eight 


players. We have two or three 
players from the A team who 
wifi certainly come into the 
reckoning,” he said. “We will go 
forward with youth. I wouldn’t 
go as far as to say that some of 
this team have played their last 
Test but there wifi certainly be 
one or two changes." 

Mike Atherton blamed his 
team's batting for the failure. 
"We battled hard for much of 
the series. We played well in 
patches. But we didn't bat well 
enough as a unit, as a team, to 
win the series. Tbo many of our . 
batsmen will look back on a dis- 
appointing series,” the Eng- 
land captain said. 

“I was very happy with this 
squad when we came out here. 

I thought it was a fairly youth- 
ful squad. 1 thought the com- 
position was good. In the end, 
not enough individuals had a 
good series to turn it our way. 
But if I'm stiH captain next sum- 
mer, I would not envisage too 
many changes.” 

Ian Botham, one of Ather- 
ton’s predecessors as captain 
who was summarising the 
match for Sky, said: “We real- 
ly do need another strike bowler 
of quality. South Africa bad the 
edge with Donald, Pollock and 
McMillan. They have rarely 
wasted the new ball and always 
had England’s top order under 
pressure.” 

Donald was named both the 
man of the match and the man 
of the series. 


in the world these days gambles 
on only five batsmen, especial- 
ly batsmen who on Lhis tour 
have proved anything (Alher- 
toin and Russell excepted) but 
limpet-like. 

At any rate, the gamble did 
not pay off. As it turned out, the 
match only lasted three days, 
and England's extra bowler 
(Malcolm) had a horrid time. 
South Africa took the opposite, 
seemingly defensive, position 
and it proved right, Richardson 
coming in at No 8 to play the 
decisive innings of the match. 

Afterwards, Atherton con- 
fessed to a desire for a batting 
all-rounder. “The difference be- 
tween the two sides was Brian 
McMillan," he said.“He al- 
lowed them to pick a balanced 
team." 

In a way the story of this 
match was summed up by the 
wildly differing fortunes of the 
two No 11s. Paul Adams wowed 
his home fans, both with the bat, 
in that surreal innings on 
Wednesday afternoon, and yes- 
terday with the ball. There was 
a moment when Hick and 
Thorpe threatened to ruin his 
average with some fine, clean 
hitting, and Hansie Cronje and 
Gary Kirsten ran over for a chat 
with their little protfige. It 
looked as though they might rest 
him, but the captain's neive 


held. Adams’ lucky stars earned 
;Hick 


on twinkling: Hick and Thorpe 
were dismissed (both contro- 
versially) and Adams’ next six 
overs yielded one wicket for 
eight runs. 

Naturally, when Peter Mar- 
tin skied Shaun Pollock to- 
wards the brewery at the end of 
England’s innings, it was Adams 
who scurried round to take the 
catch. 

For Malcolm it was all so dif- 
ferent. At the very end Kirsten 
flicked Mike Whdanson to deep 
square leg. Malcolm went down 
on one knee in the approved 
manner and the ball squirmed 
through his legs for four.The 
crowd had hysterics. 

The following baB, Kirsten re- 
peated the trick and when Mal- 
colm picked it up and threw it 
in, there was a cruel burst of 
loud sarcastic applause. Poor 
Devon. He did not seem to see 
the funny side. He puDed his cap 
over his bead as if he wished it 
would go all the down to his 
knees. 





Party time: Shaun Po flock (left) celebrates dismissing Jack Russell yesterday 


Photograph: Laurence Grrffiths/Empics 
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past and the future 

soumpswcmimmioifD:: > and stwLtocome.-. 

Fourth Test 

EnflMid > MnTrTrnriiwji . - ; ■ ^ dohannestargj. . 

FWfa M Soum Mini a4W7tM> MMeSr* Wetwfcwat Scorn 

153 & 1ST SootbMtKS w: ■Mke.V : pi^Bnd;(fielonu ,-'' , 


xrjmmionHfynmzss*^$o&.PS& 
v Engand (Dudwffl. 

IB jNoSoafi ore-day rtranaKnat Saieh ASica 
y Efitfand. (East London). 

2Uan Serendi one-day mammonac South 
MKa if Eftdancf tBort Saaoetfti. 

XI Fab Wodd Cm sons. 

March Wodd Cup flnet (Lahore. Rafcaan). 


Cobner to look for dynamism in Wales 

Rugby Unton 


ROBERT COLE 


The Welsh Rugby Union have 
extended their raid on English 
public schools by appointing the 
head of sport at Oundle, the for- 
mer flanker Terry Cbbner, as 
their first director of rugby. 

The man who led Pontypool 
for 10 consecutive seasons beat 
off 59 candidates to win the 
£50,000 per year post and fol- 
lows the Union's raid on Clifton 
College to net Kevin Bowring 
as their national coach. 


Many thought the appoint- 
ments came the wrong way 
round, especially as Cobner wifi 
be in overall charge of Wales’s 
new Directorate of Rugby aL 
Gudiff Institute, but the big puz- 
zle is what will happen to the 
current technical director. Jeff 
Young, and his 10 regional de- 
velopment officers. Geoff 
Evans, the chairman of the 
powerful technical sub-com- 
mittee, said that Cobner would 
head-up “an embryonic struc- 
ture that wifi need to evolve.” 

One of Cobner’s first tasks 
will be to get around to the 


coaches at the First and Second 
Division dubs to talk about the 
need for a more dynamic ap- 
proach to Welsh rugby. 

“There is a lot that is good 
within Welsh rugby, but there 
is also a lot that isn't For in- 
stance, our set-pieces are ade- 
quate, but where everything 
breaks down is when we get 
away from scrum and line-out,” 
Cobner said. “All the great 
sides have a number of world- 
class players and we had that in 
Wales in the Seventies. But to- 
day we don’t have that nucleus. 

“However, there are struc- 


tures in Wales now that wOl en- 
able players to be fast-tracked 
to the international stage, and 
it is my job to help develop in- 
ternational players over the 
next four years." 

■ The referees' chief, Robert 
Horner, has called for Englis h 
international match officials to 
be given pay parity with players. 

■ Wasps have successfully 
appealed to the Rugby Football 
Union to have their rearranged 
Courage League home en- 


counter with West Hartlepool 
stponed be- 


en 13 January postpone! 

cause of England commitments. 


SP ORTING DIGEST 


Major backs 
increase in 
school sport 

Sports Politics 


The Prime Minister will today 
insist on schools moving to- 
wards a minim um of two hours 
o; 
a 


'if*' 


_ greater emphasis on team 
garner writes Stephen Goodwin. 

Speaking on BBCl’s Break- 
fast News, John Major says 
sporting lessons are as important 
to a child’s upbringing as maths 
and English. “At school people 
learn to relate better one with 
another# they leant to take part 
in team games,” he says. 

He also reiterates his com- 
mitment - despite opposition 
from the Athletes’ Commission 
of the British Olympic Associa- 
tion -to the plan fora single She 
academy of sporting excellence, 
rather than the regional centres 
the athletes would prefer. “I’ve 
not a shadow of doubt that this 
national academy is the biggest 
single move forward in sport that 
we have seen fbr a very tong 
tune," he says, adding that spe- 
cial facilities to deal with sport- 
ing injuries and research could 
not he (tone at a regional leveL 


Basketball 

NBA; Pomona 114 Batten 1 ID: Or moo 122 

TORKflO 120; 0*0009 100 Hounon S3; lUwau. 

hw96DemsB2;SanMafik>UlUiah97;Gokl' 

eti Satt 122 PtilaMprta 111; mtana 110 IA 

a«p»9d. 

MEN'S EUROPEAN CUBS' CHAMPIONSHIP 
SawMI w M MrtM Group A.- CSKA Moscow 
(Rum S3 Bsswuncrtaisen ASoO 74. 


Cricket 

Jack Banrtster, the former Wiawiictehire 

seam bowtec has joined the Qamor- 

£prt committee as a co-opttd membet 

He is currently president of the Pm- 

fesstonat Crickarere Association. 

Peter Moores, the 33-year-old wetet- 

Keeper, has been chosen ahead of die 


Footbafl 

The FootOatf League has ruled that the 

Brian! CrtyJtorecs derby postponed on 

Saturday mil be pisyod on Tuesday 16 

January with a 7.45pm tock-oft 
lenrtje Lawrence, the new Luton Town 

manager, has promoted the reserve- 

team coach, Wayne Turner, to assistant 

manages Trevor Peate, Luton’s vetor- 

an detendet becomes the resen*-«am 

player-coach. 

LOAN TOANSFHt fflcUo Baritar flrawann 
SneffeU WfednesdQy to Aids. 

WEDNESDAY'S 1ATC RESULTS; BBT* Scot- 

tish Luftje Premier Dtrisfem: Conic 0 
Itai^naFACirtabeigWseThWreuidstfr 

ond repiey; Rain* b Fumes 2 rounds at 
name to TaunfonJ. Cefc Lea©* Premier (Svi- 

sfcxn Aytesbuy 0 Beep’s Smrtfcrfl 0. first Di- 


EASIEHN CO NF ERENCE 

NORTHEAST DIVISION 

W L 

Pittsburgh ?S 10 

MentrwS — 19 1? 


job of vice-captain to Alan WeBs at Sus- 
sex next season. 

TOUR MATCH (WBnenr^NowZABiM^no^ 
dm a? H»»0: NWZMlW Praasdenrt » 111 

IB Stare 6-20) and 212 fl.Howtf St B Strang 

6^ aid»w» 172 IH Oonff Al. R 

4-22J and 15* to 3 (G Be*w 891. Zknbnbm 

win bjf mmi wldwts. 


Oxford City 1 Bogtr i^OUfigt 


TODAY S FIXTURES 


Football 

7.30 unless stated. 

U&eUEtrWAlM&tntfCai&vB^Ttxri 

BORD GMS LEAGUE OF IRELAND PrMnter 
DMtkm: Drogheda v Ifmwwiiy 
Duoto (7.45fc Si Pandrt Mefc v BOtemteB 
{7.451; AtfUone v Shamrock Rovers KWl- 


Rugby League 

STONES CENTENARY CHAMPIONSHIP: 
SteffeU Eafles v Bradftsd BuDs 

Rugby Union 

SCHOOLS BtTBtKXttOMl: Wales V Scot- 
land (&30) far aMfiBfwP- 


Otiter sports 

BASKETBALL: SudwHser League: Cheserv 


DARtS: Embassy World CharotfcnslTO'iate- 
gde County Mb Fdirdey Greenj. 

SNOOKBCiireipooivtotfiaQtaiiyCratengp I 
* - ■ 


Coonty L*b©ib Hr* 

Efum 1 PexehMixi gnj 1; Sztm- 

co 4 CroiriWDUp 1. Nortliein CaaottesEwt 

l*a&ta Cap thmJ-wuMf repine BBBraa»h2 

AsMeu3.PoatlnBlaagMREStDhMoii:New- 

casae 2 Mwchesw Utd 0* Trarnwre 2 Badi- 

bun 0; West Bromwcft ABon 0 Bfermn 3; 

yi*A«s A Stake 5. Second DMMowPonVate 

lSundoiare) 1: tokOMdflasbBWJh aiNnl 
OtvMan: CMOa 2 Smekptft 1; Chester 1 

HocMaU 3; tttwham 0 Lmtt* L fo«n to 

MnnsreCiwMiirtimF^ 

0 Oystal PBbce Z Bnsat Gty 3 Wfest Kan 2; 



Speedway 

The Premier League team. Cradley 
Heath, who have sold their home site, 
Dudley Wood, plan to race at Stoke for 

one season before finding a new site 

closer to their former home. 


Squash 

Simon Rarte has withdrawn from next 

week's QM National Championship in 

Birmingham following an operation to 

remove his appendix. Parte was part of 
the England team that won the World 

Championship last year. 


to a record 31st Daws Cup title m 1995. 

The United States begin their defence of 

the Cn> with a first-round tie against Mex- 

ico in Carisbad, California, next month, 

QATAR OPEN tCTTS TOURNAMENT (Data) 

Saeandi round: N Pereta (Veni KB Bectec (Gen 

r-es-7 r-e. 

AUSTRALIAN MEN'S HARDCOURT CHAMPWN- 

SflPS {AdoteMe) Saoand rooufc B BbcA (2ml 


UJ NOWA (Cz top) 6-1 3-6 6-2; H Holm (Sow) 

i* (fieri 7-5 7-6. 


tit J Rareenunrtt ( 

HOPMAN CUP MKED-TEAM TOURNAMENT 

(Poib,Au4 ta»iBB:Heiheiiaiidsvs«awtoMl 


oatoMi 


3-65-7; R Kiqtosk ba to M Ros - 


_ , .. 1 nmnes that): I MefOli lost to A 

Caeca « M 1-& G tontfia* ot W ftPreua 6- 

* 6-3- P ot iWeii toiwie and Mawi last to Fa- 

Ura and Coecer 4^ 53. Sooth Africa K Croatia 

2-1. United States > As ace: Snfiet (US 

ann flnq: C FUu ot C Tanm, 6^> 6-2; R 

Renetwgtoa BABoeocfi &-< 4-6 1-6 Doubtoc 

ftonedero ana Rubn « Boascfl ana Tenwe 6-2 

7-5. Unread States bt Wane* 2-1. 

AMWAr CLASSIC WOStQfS TOURNAMENT: 

Sfatfea Aa r to M e Sandia Caoc (US) « j 

Natod-Oo4«a (Ft) 6-4 4-6 fi-A: B PbuAis iAuu 

bt K HBdwteoot 1 Seri 6-3 6-2: F Labn (A«> bt 5 

Hack Kafir) 6-21-6 7-6; Ufang ICMnaj Dt fi tott 

IK) 2-6 7-5 6-3. Oodto miarteMbialG: R to 

rata (Japan) end P Hy^outes (Can) w p 


set 4-6 4-6. MubtaK Kradoek and SeTUtz-Mc 

WS6J3- 


Canty u Russet m Hnge 632-6 7-0 (to-oetfer 

Ot DM UO. SXtMMMd M 


IUS) ant L SmyHe lAus) 6-3 6-4; E Caflens (BeO 

and J Hataro-OecugB f 


7 3 141 76 57 
12 S 137 114 48 


>3-1- Group Ac Croatia v Santa Africa. 


ugs IFn tx Kyoho Nagasuha 

UapBfDflndAiSueyamaiJaparuMMB-: Scm- 

toaia: J Hetnerswton iCanl end H fladfcri lAusi 

bt A Fijsa (ftj and K Ksctaem (Gun 63 6-2 isaP. 


_20 13 8 127 113 47 

[7 19 3 139 146 37 

17 5 10G 102 37 

JO M S 93 116 38 


nuancDivttioN 



12 5 157 no 49 

4 16 9 129 126 37 

13 15 10 136 134 38 

.4 22 4 118 136 32 

21 6 106 160 33 

12 21 7 110 134 31 


Tennis 

Michael Such, the former IMmOledon 

champion, has withdrawn from the Aus- 

tralian Open to be held later this 
month, because of an anlde Injury Ser- 

0 Bruajera, of Spain, has also pulled 

out with an ankle injury 

Thm GuSleon will again captain the Unit- 

ed States this jear after leading them 


£ 26 4 109 IBS 30 


taSBich 1 Queen's Park Raigas £ Uitoi 2 
1 0 ; Nonach Cay 1 Tocenhan Hot- 


sour 3i Oafort'lfid 3 Samiten 2;^ ^SoutteHiaai 

J MforitD Oj twrrtiledai 3 Smttn Amis J- FA 

Youth CwpttW nw* BoWmere St Wtfwfs 

OMaKriesterOfy3, Friwdi 

pe&f 1 UeB 2- French Sopw CMCBresU: 

mww 2 Pant St-Oerrn&n 2 Sfizis SGuvt& 
5 on penalties}. Spantahlea^OKroesteB 

l SowriBfifi^n 0;R*p Va2ei»» jfctoidal: 


Motor racing 

Thertemg British drivet John BinteWte, 

wdl race alongside Rank Biela, the F 1 A 

Touring Car Wbrtd Cup Champion, for 
Audi Sport UK in the RAC British lour- 
ing Car Oiampionsbip this year. 


ffeafOmk 0 Depcewoiatteute 2: 

4 VaSasJobd J; Rea: Bet* 0 Ceto Viea 3; 3aia- 

msvea X AW*o Madnd 3; Aassaso 3 Red So- 


mantalAflewoMaitil3;l 

eedadSAWeneBitoo lZaagoza C; Tenerife 

2 Racme Satanoer C; VHtera 1 SenSe 0. 


lea hockey 

KHb KBCtaC 2 Wgshcij®r. a tW*s 3 Detm 

3t N7 Rengea 7 tuanseti 4; Pflsa^EJi 4 Ot- 

tawa 1: Beston 4 Temrto 4; KenlW/ - &*■ 
orado 0; Tampa Ba) 5 tonsnasi 0: '.'.trtpeg 

5 LA 4; Ph&dKjAa 3 Sea Me 1: Vaneocaer 

7F1oaCa2. 


Ski jumping 

WOf&OCUPQtaNiiRKktAiiQ'niMfiannaivAiiB* 

trta fooNMi touiriocDent 1 A GoKBMi^r (tosi 

238£fi ifirat race lliSOm. second race 

mSOrnl: 2 J Weisslbg I6en 23090 (liaOO, 

lflg.00j; 3 H Sara OaparM 32930 (103.00. 

^mSteridhestanBrniBMAklAPtato- 

ia tint B90; 3 U IPtuw ffinj fi?a 3 J AAonsn 
lPn;4S3, 


Snooker 

LIVERPOOL VICTORIA CHARITY CHALLENGE 

ffltaMjtaaro) Rw» mole KDwwt^- !Rra of HI 

13 0 Taytar »N W) 3-3; B OStOKan lEigj nt 0 Roe 

'Engl 5-2 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


8 


The number of inches that the 
goals in the Castilla stadium, 
home of Spain’s Casteilon, are 
under regulation height- The 
problem came to fight when the 
coach was Trying to work out 
why his side has scored more 
goals away than at home. 
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snow 
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Zd-aro-Sse . 

....fair 

packed 

99% 

1.1 

misty 

deai 

SMI... 

...•dosed 

pad 

95% 

1.1 

rusty 

mbad 

mootia 

...poor 

packed 

99% 
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dear 

mooed 

FRANCE 









good 
very good 

35% 

2.1 

dear 

dear 

Chamonix ..... 

...fNr 

85% 

2.1 

dear 

dear 

La Ftapm ...... 

...good 

very good 

75% 

2.1 

dear 

dear 

Couttfwuol .... 


POMdery 

80% 

2.1 

dear 

dear 

ITALY 







Seta 


powdery 

powtey 

100% 

3L12 

clear 

doudy 

Cerrinb 

...good 

98% 

2.1 

BBkt 1 

dear 

SWITZERLAND 







GrindohMW.-.. 

.Jurt 

powtay 

97% 

2.1 

sunny 

doudy 

ttrew — 

-■flood 

powdery 

103 

3.1 

sunny 

dear 

VerUer 

-hart 

powdery 

75% 

21 

sunny 

mixed 

UNITED STATES & CANADA 






BrecfcereldfB 

...oawier 

powder 

95% 

3.1 

5f)OlV 

snow 

Kasstsnr .. — 



.-Meted 

powder 

powder 

10 0% 
95% 

3.1 

3.1 

s row 

dear 

snow 

dotty 

fritamarfon sujtofied by SW HtJOne 




Banned 
Cowie is 
ruled out 
of cup tie 


Rugby League 


DAVE HADRELD 


The Wigan prop forward. Neil 
Cowie, will miss the Regal Tro- 
phy semi-final against Leeds to- 
morrow after being suspended 
for one match for punching. 
Cowie was sent off during the 
Baring Dsy derby against St He- 
lens, an incident that led to him 
being publicly criticised by his 
coach, Graeme WesL 

His absence and the fikeli- 
bood that Kelvin Skerretl will be 
ruled out by an ankle injmy 
means that Scott QuinoeD could 
be handed the most responsible 
role so far in his rugby league 
career by being picked alongside 
Teny O'Connor in the front row. 

The relief for Wigan is that 
Cowie will be available for the 
final, if they win tomorrow, 
and for the completion of the 
formality of the championship. 

The Bradford Bulls' two new 
Australian recruits, Graeme 
Bradley and Jeremy Do- 
nougber. have arrived at the 
dub in time fbr tonight’s match 
at Sheffield Eagles. Bradley, a 
31-year-old centre from St 
George, and Donougher. a 26- 
year-old forward from South 
Sydney, are both named for the 
visit to the Don Wley Stadium. 

Their new coach. Brian 
Smith, who coached both play- 
ers at St George, said: “These 
are big signings for Bradford, 
both physically and in terms of 
experience." 

Smith now has 20 players in 
his full-time squad, but is still 
aiming to add several more to 
that number, possibly from with- 
in the club, although the Bulls 
remain interested in Hull's Test 
forward. Steve McNamara. 

The Castleford coach, John 
Joyner, is confident of signing 
one of McNamara’s team- 
mates, the full-back. Richard 
Gay, after making an offer of 
around £100,000. Gay, aged 
26, has, like McNamara, spent 
the whole of his professional ca- 
reer at Hull ana has been twice 
capped for England 

Leeds, preparing for their Re- 
gal meeting with Wigan, haw de- 
nied making a move for the 
player who would be displaced 
by Gay's arrival, Jason Flowers. 
"1 don’t know who keeps on in- 
venting all this rubbish." said the 
Leeds coach. Dean Bell. “W: are 
not interested in the player at all." 

BeU is particularly angiy that 
the prop Harvey Howard has 
been mentioned as part of a 
possible exchange deal. 

“He is a very important 
member of our squad and we 
could not afford to lose him," 
said Bell of Howard, who has 
been named as one of Leeds' 
two substitutes against Wigan. 


^INDEPENDENT 


SKI 

Hotline 


fie the first m the know to Aid 
best snow! 


Dial 0891 333110 


Accurate, 19 to date snow and viiealtief 
reports Irani over IDO resorts In 
Europe end North America by prone 
ot te. (Fur a Ian report please use a 
phone attached to your tax machine). 


France 

Austria 

Italy 

Spain & Andorra 
Bulgaria & Romania 
North America 
Switzerland 
Scotland 


cat k taqpud 3961* a osne ad «pem 
atfattatm& 
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SKIFAX 0897 300 330 

The Ski Farts 
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"ran turn fill 


11 


1 


<1 


ed 


n- 

■Id 

;r, 

ad 

id 

ns. 

n- 

ar 

es 

li- 

tn 

ir 

*y 

■d 

»y 

:e 

y. 

■e 

n 

U 

a 




W&- 


v 













r n F wrN’DEST • FRIDA'S JAWjBTj^ 



FIFTH TEST: England surrender the series as their batting falls apart amid umpiring controversy at Newlands 

Cronje mars S Africa’s triumph 


DEREK PRINGLE 


reports from Cape Town 
Engand 153 and 157 
South Africa 244 and 70-0 
[South Africa v.in by 10 wfcts) 


IL has taken taken nearly seven 
weeks to split these sides but, 
when the moment came at New- 
lands yesterday, it was South 
Africa, their fast bowlers finding 
collective form, who blew Eng- 
land away and won the match by 
10 wickets. It was no less than 
they deserved for outbowiing 
England in a low-scoring match 
that decided the series as well. 
When Gary Kirsten hit the win- 
ning run ah hour after tea, the 
relief was palpable as Hanste 
Cronje hugged each member of 
his team in turn, 

Cronje has been under severe 
pressure this Series, not least be- 
cause he' has possessed the 
match-winning bowlers. An- 
other failure here, particularly 
alter his own lean series with the 
bat, could well have prompted 
a change in the captaincy' and 
it was no surprise when he 
gratefully held his Free State 
team-mate Allan Donald, the 
man of this match as well as the 
series, to bis chest. 

However, just when you feel 
South Africa's inadequacies 
have been rumbled, they seem 
to cobble together a matchwin- 
ning performance. It is a pattern 
that has marked their play ever 
since their return to interna- 
tional cricket and a knack Eng- 
land would dearly love to have. 
Instead of conjuring wins from 
nowhere. England tend towards 
calamity when things go badly, 
and this is the second time in six 
months (hat England have lost 
inside three days. 

However, if the pitch against 
the West Indies at Edgbaston 
could be held directly to blame, 
the one here was nowhere near 
as lethal, and some poor batting 
by both sides helped contribute 
to the low scores. 

For some time now. the runs 
of Michael Atherton, the Eng- 
land captain, have been his 


they did in mid-afternoon, 
amounted to little more than 
tired and sloppy crickeL 

When play began, England 
started where they had left off 
the previous evening with An- 
gus Fraser being dropped. Had 
Adams held the catch, it would 
have walked any “Classic catch" 
competition, not an accolade 
that would have come Qillinan’s 
way as be held Stewart’s snicked 
catch at first slip. 

It was another loose shot 
from Stewart, whose static foot- 
work is unable to cope with the 
demands made by the new ball 
If he is to serve England as well 
as his own best interests at Test 
level, he should move down the 
order. With Fraser following 
Stewart just a few bails later. 
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caught by Adams at leg gully as 
he fended off a short ball from 


turn. he fended off a short ball from 

is been under severe Donald, England were 22 for 3. 
s series, not least be- A slight revival followed, with 
ras possessed the Graham Thorpe and Robin 
ling bowlers. An- Smith at the crease, but was cut 
c here, particularly short when Smith was given out 
i lean series with the caught behind off Adams, his bat 
.ell have prompted clearly tucked behind his pad. 
i the captaincy' and Instead of bringing despon- 
surprise when he dency. the poor decision ap- 
leld his Free State peared to galvanise Thorpe into 
Allan Donald, the playing his best innings of these- 
match as well as the rics. His eight lest innings here 
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have amassed just 1S4 runs at an 
average of 26. He was. howev- 
er. back dose to his best yester- 
day. and he was quids to punish 
both Donald and McMillan 
whenever their length strayed. 

Hick, too. played well. Soon 
after he and Thorpe had put on 
SO, the Worcestershire bats- 
man thumped Adams twice in 
successive balls for mighty six- 
es back over the spinner's head. 
But, if England supporters had 
pinned their hopes on the pair 
providing a telling partnership 
they were short lived, once 
Hick was adjudged lbw to one 
that nipped back a touch too 
much to have hit leg-stump. 

It was the rotten decision that 
started the roL If curiosity 
killed thecal, then the added re- 
sponsibility of batting at No 6 
just as surely did for the Jack 
Russell, as he guided a short ball 
from Shaun Hillock to Andrew 
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side's lifeblood, allowing others ■ Hudson in the gully. Moments 
playing around him to come to later the same fielder removed 


E laying around him to come to 
fc. After his two low scores 
here, England seem to haem- 
orrhage wickets and it was no co- 
incidence that the 153 and 157 
scored in this match were their 
two lowest totals of the series. 
Atherton acknowledged that 
England had not batted well as 
a unit, saying: “When some of 
the batters look back, they’ll 
think that they've had a mod- 
erate lour. It’s hard to win a Test 
scries when that happens." 

When play began yesterday, 
they needed a lead of at least 
150 if they were ever going to 
raise the opposition's pulse 
above stroll-rate. In the end. the 
67 runs needed to win were belt- 
ed from just 94 balls, showing 
this pitch to be a far more placid 
beast than the one present on 
the first day of the match. How- 
ever, you might not have 
thought so, watching England 
bat poorly on it for the second 
time in the match. True, two of 
their batsmen got rough deci- 
sions when looking set, but to 
lose four wickets in 10 balls, as 


Conduct 


iii i r 1 


Thorpe, when his direct throw 
from short fine leg hit the 
stumps at the bowler’s end with 
Thorpe well short of his ground. 

Bizarreh'. the umpire Dave 
Orchard, who had got into a 
good position to make a deci- 
sion. did not call for the replay, 
a move that prompted home 
supporters in the hospitality 
suites to create a rumpus. This 
led to Cronje protesting to the 
umpire and then to Thorpe. 
Eventually Orchard consulted 
his colleague. Steve Randell, at 
square leg and the replay was 
called for and Thorpe rightful- 
ly given out. 

It was, however, a clear 
breach of International Crick- 
et Council regulations on Cron- 
je’s part for which he was fined 
50 per cent of his match fee. 
More wortyingly, though, it was 
another clear case of the game 
being ruled by television. After 
that, the England tail showed all 
its usual aptitude for collapse as 
Pollock finished with the dis- 
tinguished figures of 5 for 32. 


1 Paul Adams bowls to Mika Watkinson, who guides 
the ball to backward point 

2 Graham Thorpe sets off for a single from the non- 
striker’s end but is sent back by Watkinson as Andrew 
Hudson fields the ball. 

3 Hudson hurls the ball to the bowler's end and gains 
a direct hit on the skimps. Adams appeals. 

4 Umpire Dave Orchard, standing in his second Test, 
rules Thorpe not out 

5 A roar from the hospitality boxes, where people are 
watching the television replays, alerts the South African 


his Influence feft 

fielders to the fact that Thorpe was short of his ground. 
6 Hanste Cronje, South Africa's captain, asks Orchard 


to call on the third umpire. 

7 After Orchard appears to refuse, Cronje and Brian 
McMillan engage in earnest conversation with Thor- 
pe. 

8 Orchard sees this and goes to consult his fellow um- 
pire, Steve Randell. Orchard eventually calls for thid 
umpire. 

9 Thorpe is given out. 
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Ironically il was England’s fail- 
ure to knock over the home 
side’s No 11 that cost them at 
least the right to contest this 
match in the closing stages. 

As Atherton said: “Losing by 
10 wickets may tend to sound 
like a good stuffing. But there 
were moments when I felt we 
were in this match. However, if 
you can't knock the tail over with 
the new ball we don’t deserve to 
win. It was the stand that 
changed the game.” And, of 
course the series. 

Illingworth blames 
irresponsible’ play, 
Game-plan backfires, page 23 


The umpire’s decision 
is no longer final 


ROBERT WINDER 


reports from Cape Town 
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QQQQDOQS 
HO CUSH HQ HDHHO0U 
I 3 UDOHQBO 
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One thing became clear at New- 
lands yesterday: the umpire's de- 
cision is not final. Hansie 
Cronje, Ihe South Africa cap- 
tain, was fined half his match fee 
of 6,000 rand (£1.065) after a 
noisy controversy surrounding 
the was-be, wasn't-he dismissal 
of Graham Thorpe. 

Thorpe was given not out 
twice by umpire David Orchard, 
but in response to protests by 
Cronje and his team, not to 
mention a jeering crowd, the de- 
cision was finally referred to the 
television adjudicator. 

Thorpe had slipped Adams 
fine down the leg side, was 
called for a sharp single, and An- 


drew Hudson promptly threw 
down the stumps at the bowler's 


ideal to everyone that justice 
had not been done. 

Adams was back at his mark 
ready to bowl again, butthe oth- 
er fielders formed a gaggle in 
the outfield. Cronje ap- 
proached Orchard, who shook 
his head, gave Thorpe not out 
again and took up his position 
behind the stumps. Then be 
changed his mind and spoke to 
Thorpe. Cronje joined in (sug- 
gestions that there was an al- 
tercation were firmly denied), 
and finally Orchard trailed over 
to talk with the umpire at 
square leg. 

It was immediately obvious 
that Cronje had broken the rules 
and would have to be penalised. 
The International Cricket Coun- 
cil regulation governing third um- 
pires says that players may not 
appeal to the umpire to use the 
replay system. Cronje broke 


end. It was a brilliant piece of ' this commandment, but in so 
fielding, the excellence of which doing be exposed how poorly it 


was eclipsed by what followed. 
Orchard - who had already 
been responsible for one very 
subtle decision when he 
deemed Robin Smith to have 
nicked a ball that seemed to 
brush his knee (if anything) - 
gave Thorpe not ouL 
The 5,000 English supporters 


is framed. 

If players are not allowed to 
appeal, then one would not ex- 
pect their appeal to prevail. 
The same regulation urges the 
umpire to “take a commoosense 
approach". Orchard was in fla- 


tnade a mistake and it might be 
too late to rescind it. But the 
umpires do have a right to ask 
for a replay in that situation." 

But Lloyd was in no doubt 
about Cronje’s guilt. “Hansie 
went to Orchard and asked 
him what the situation was. 
He’s not allowed to do that. It 
was dissent and I bad no option 
but to fine him. - 

Bob WooJmer, the South 
.Africa coach, suggested that 
television be used routinely. “I 
think the ICC should look at Ihe 
rule.” be sad. “Whenever run-outs 
and stumpings are close, then 
they should go to the third um- 
pire immediately. Immediately.'' 

Ray Illingworth, not surpris- 
ingly, expressed some dismay at 
the idea that the fielding side, 
and the crowd, could persuade 
an umpire to change his mind. 
“The right decision was made," 
he said. "But I wasn't too hap- 
py with the way it was made. 
Seeing that the umpire had 
said not out twice, I think they 
should have gone ahead and 
bowled the next ball.” 

The only reason Orchard 
could have refrained from call- 
ing for the replay in the first place 
is that he was quite sure that ; 


Hansie Cronje, South 
Africa's captain, talks to 
Graham Thorpe (top) as 
umpire Dave Orchard walks 
away after initially failing 
to ask the third umpire 
to rule on the England 
batsman's run-out (above) 
Main photograph: Allsport 
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ACROSS 

lb consecrate is wrong in 
fact during second year 
(8) 

Indian ‘welcome’ had re- 
pulsed Indian transport? 
(6) 


Open University to give 
education, having intro- 


education, having intro- 
duced right programme 
aimed at the masses? (8) 

10 One who often rubs out 
note in orchestrated score 
(6) 

11 Protective garment com- 
pleted in style (5-3) 

12 Become bored about extra 
writing that’s repressed 
flight of wit (6) 

14 Huge drunk? (10) 

18 Fruit began to be trans- 
ported in truck (10) 

22 Offering the prospect of 
sex? It should lie m the 
heart, cm reflection ( 6) 


23 Writer with opinion V J 

brought in to stop having \ / 

to lose leader (8) 7 Name omitted from legal 

24 Introduction of gas into a claim, being absent-mind- 

pft recalled mystery (6) ed (8) 

25 Affectation before journey 8 IFsappareminwhata 

from landing-place (3-5) woman keeps secret, ac- 

26 Wagering participation m cording to tradition! (8) 
football involves no header 13 A bit of gratuitous anger is 

(6) so re-expressed (10) 

27 Overwhelm one good 15 Sad toll in section of wild- 


gave Thorpe not ouL aunt breach of this, both in fafl- is that he was quite sure that 

The 5,000 English supporters mg to call for the replay at once, Thorpe was not out. The third 
who had brought their banners and then failing again when it was umpire is the one with the bead- 
to Cape Town breathed an au- clear from the crowd that a mis- iest eye - it Is only a matt e r of 
dible gasp of relief! But then the take had been made. time before it is made the boss, 

noise changed. Up in the cor- Afterwards the match refer- This was the first time that peo- 
porate boxes, the replay was ee, Clive Lloyd, was at pains to pie power has transformed.! cru- 
showing that Thorpe was dear- defend Orchard. “He went to rial derision in a Test match, but 


This was the first time that peo- 
ple power has tra n s form ed a cru- 
cial derision in a Test match, but 



ly out. The roar spread to the square leg to inquire if it was it might not be the last. Soon, 
sunburnt groundlings rn the possible to ask for the techno I- umpires might no i longer refer- 
open stands, and soon it was ev- ogy. He thought he might have ee; they will simply refer, 

Newlands scoreboard 


Overwhelm one good 
woman with fruit (8) 
DOWN 

Scupper, in the drink (6) 
Indigenous new musical on 
the rise (6) 

The pollarded trees may 
be bdongiog to those peo- 

Founder, one with connec- 
tions to bring in college 
gifts? (10) 

Pans of cricket match al- 
ways requiring someone in 
charge (8) 


15 Sad toll in section of wild- 
flower population? (8) 

16 One Zurich banker run- 
ning short in New York? 
The shame! (8) 

17 Mother captured by red- 
skin craft (8) 

19 Die when one's dumped 
from great love-affair? 

20 1 stray in South Africa’s 
mountain range (6) 

21 Bread in diet no longer 
fresh (though soft internal- 
ly) (6) 
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Save money on 
your home insurance 
and spend a little 
extra on your home. 
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ENGLAND - Secood livings 
<O#eml0«: IT for 15 


Total (268 ah, 8U oven) 


Bowing: Cork 4-0-23-0 (>4>D; Malcolm 2- 
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duett 4.22pm, 

SOUTH AFRICA WON BY 10 WICKEIB 
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EAGLE STAR 


(162 mtn, 1 26 CaSs, 8 fours) 

G A Htcfc IImi b RdUock 36 

(99 min, 79 baas, < fours. 

TR C RussaS c Hutson 0 Potock 3. 
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0800 333 800 


Aiyudeatar M Mmoar (chefeman of WeS- 
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° n v er sus Congres s: President exploits divisions among opponents as prospects of ending bureaucratic logjam recede 

Republicans pull out 
of budget crisis talks 







Hands on. Senator Bob Dole, Vice-President A! Gore, President Clinton and Speaker Newt Gingrich at budget talks 


Who is to 


JOHN GARUN 

Washington 

Republican leadens cancelled a 
round of talks with President 
Bill Clinton yesterday as the par- 
tial shutdown of the government 
precipitated by disagreement 
between Congress and White 
House on the 19% budget 
reached its 20th day. 

The Republicans called off 
the planned session in order to 
regroup and plan their next 
moves. Republican sources in 
Congress said But privately 
both sides were saying yester- 
day that they saw uttie sign of 
an early settlement. The in- 
creased tetchiness between the 
White House and Congress in 
the last two days has not helped, 
making it less likely that the Re- 
publicans in the House of Rep- 
resentatives will drop their 


precondition for reopening the 
government: a detailed deal 
with the White House on the 
means io reach a balanced bud- 
get by 2001 

A dosed-door meeting of 
House Republicans on Wednes- 
day showed that more than 
twice as many favoured keep- 
ing the government shut as re- 
opening it. This is not a 
position, however, which enjoys 
much popular support and 
President Clinton has been 
quick to take advantage ofa split 
that has yawned this week be- 
tween Republicans in the Sen- 
ate and the House. 

The Senate, led by Bob Dole 
the Republican majority leader, 
voted on Tuesday night to re- 
open government and pay the 
760,000 government employees 
who have gone without their 
wages since 16 December. On 


Wednesday morning the House 
voted pgptnst- President Clinton 
began his offensive gently, com- 
plimenting the Senate and wish- 
ing the House would fbBow suit. 
Then, as if smelling blood, he 
denounced the “unnatural dis- 
aster” the Republicans, driven 
by “a cynical political strategy” , 
bad brought upon the nation. 
Whereupon Richard Armey, 
the leader of the Republican 
majority in the House, replied 
that the President was as much 
to blame as anybody. 

Senator Dole and the House 
Speaker, Newt Gingrich, both 
of whom have been attending 
the budget talks this week, have 
yei to respond to the President’s 


reason. As Mr Clinton's Dkely 
rival in this year's presidential 
election. Senator Dole is keep- 
ing an eye on the polls and find- 


ing that the majority of Amer- 
icans want the shutdown to 
end. But since it was his move 
in the Senate on Tliesday that 
exposed the rift between mod- 
erates and zealots in the Re- 
publican camp he has chosen to 
keep quiet, for fear of deepen- 
ing the divisions within the par- 
ty and providing his rivals for the 
Republican presidential nomi- 
nation with fresh ammunition. 

As for Mr Gingrich, he has so 
far lived up to a New Year res- 
olution to be more judicious in 
his public statements. His re- 
fusal to rise to the presidential 
bait has been taken by some 
commentators to suggest that he 
has become a hostage of the 
hardliners in his own party 
whom he led to victory in the 
November 1994 elections. 

Commentary, Page 17 
Markets, Page 18 




shutdown of 
Uncle Sam? 

John Carlin answers all the questions 
you wanted to ask about the crisis 



Q: Who is shutting the US 
government and why? 

A: The Republicans in the 
House of Representatives. The 
Republicans in the Senate, a 
more venerable and judicious 
bunch, voted with the Democ- 
rats on Tuesday to reopen the 
government. On Wednesday 
their House colleagues voted 
tiie measure down. The shut- 
down occurred in the first place 
because Congress, contrary to 


down. Among the departments 
affected are State, Labour, In- 
terior and Health and Human 
Services. More than 280,000 
government employees deemed 
“non-essential” from the nine 
departments have been off 
work since the crisis began on 
16 December. TTiey, plus an- 
other 480,000, have not re- 
ceived their wages. 

Q:-What is not shut? 


past practice when budget ne- Ar All of the above departments 
gotiations with the White are partialiy-open. fixity open 


House become deadlocked, has 
. refused to provide the money to 
keep the government running. 
The idea of Newt Gingrich, the 
House Speaker, was to use the 
shutdown to press President 
Clinton into accepting the Re- 
publicans’ holy grail: a bal- 
anced budget by the year 2002. 

Q: But wasn’t the deficit cre- 
ated by that great fiscal 
conservative Ronald Rea- 
gan? Why are the Republi- 
cans suddenly so concerned 
about H? 

A: The deficit rose spectacularly 
during the Reagan years: he cut 
taxes but not, overall, spending. ~ 
The Gingrich Republicans hold 
two contradictory ideas in their 
heads: they sanctify Ronald 
Reagan but quietly acknowledge 
he presided over a period of 
great budgetary recklessness 
(which they also blame on the 
then DtanocraL-cautxolled Con- 
gress): The Republicans also 
thought they had identified a 
vote- winner—- seHmg the idea 
during the 1994 congressional 
elections that h was morally and 
econo nucally-wr ong for: the 
country, as a family, to be in 
debt. Republicans also argue. 


for buaness are tbe FBI and 
other federal police agencies; 
the Defence Department, the 
Congress, the White House 
and all state, as opposed to fed- 
eral, government agencies. 

Q: Does the US public carp 
that Its government is par- 
tially shut down? 

A: Most Americans seem to care 
in tbe sense tbat the goings-on 
in Vfcshinglon of the last three 
weeks deepen their cynicism 
about the motives and serious- 
ness of the people who lead 
them. An ABC television poll 
showed that 12 per cent of 
Americans were directly, per- 
sonally affected by the shut- 
down; 88 per cent were not. 

Q: What kind of things do the 
Repubfoans want to cut to Wt 
tbe target? 

A: They seek to cut welfare 
costs: notably Medicare, the 
government programme of 
health assistance for tbe elder- 
ly; cash benefits for single, 
teenage mothers; food stamps 
for the poor; housing and (us- 
ability programmes. They also 
seek to reduce spending on 
student loans and environ- 


more soundly, that the country’s mental pro tection. . 
long-term economic healthde- " - 


pends on the lower interest ?• Q: And the Democrats? 
rates and increased inve^ment A: We don’t know exactly what 
which a reduced, or eliminated, ; the Democrats want to 


deficit will bring. 


Q: How serious Is the US said he shares their goal fox 
budget deficit anyway? balanced budget, he has yet 
A: Compared with many other provide a detailed proposal, 
countries in the world there is 


Republicans legitimately com- 
plain that, white Mr Clinton has 
said he shares their goal for a 
balanced budget, he has yet to 


no immediate cause for con- 
cent. This year's federal deficit 
will be ;around $160bn or 2.7 per 
cent of GDR When Mr Canton 
became President in 1992, it was 
4.1 per cent of GDP and bead- 
ing upwards. (Some of the im- 
provement is due to Clinton; 
more to the economy). At the 
height of the Reaganomic ex- 
periment in 1983, me deficit was 
63 per .cent of GDR The pre- 
sent-figure compares with a 3.9. 
per cent deficit in Japm, 5 per 
cent in Britain and France, 7.4 
per cent in Italy. 

Qrlsthcsevervyeartz^g^for 


Q: What Is the actual efiffer- 
ence between them? 

Pc What the Democrats most 
object to in the Republican 
plan is that it aims to balance 
the budget both by slashing 
welfare and reducing taxes, in- 
cluding those on capital gains. 
The benefits of the tax cuts pro- 


periment in 1983, the deficit was be enjoyed more by the rich - 
63 per .cent of GDR The pre- those in the $200, 000-plus 
sent-figure compares with a 3.9. bracket and those who have a 
per cent deficit in Japan, 5 per stake in Whil Street ft is by si>c- 
cent in Britain and France, 7.4 cessftdty communicating this 
per cent in Italy. contradiction to the public that 

the Democrats have managed 
QrbthesevervyearteBgetfw to end the year better than they 
a balanced budget of any real • began, 
i mp ortance? 

A: President CtinUm believes Q: Who is winning the pro- 
that it is not but, for fear of be- paganda i battle? . 
ing seen to lack resolution and A; Everybody k bang it AH 
good husbandry, has been sides Jock bad. Talk to ordinary 
browbeaten by the Republi- people on the streets, watch 
cans into baying the idea. The them deliver their sound bites 
seven-year target is of no on TV ,andypuTl hear expres- 
greater or lesser significance sons like They re all a bunch 
than a six-, an eight- or a nine- of idiots!” and “Don’t they re- 
year tareet It reflects more the alise how foolish they re mak- 
Re publicans* belief that a line mg America look? Wednesday 
must be drawn somewhere. night’s ABC poll, however, has i 


Q: What is shut down? 

A; Nine government depart- 
ments have been partially shut 


shown, like other palls, that 
ncariy twice as many people 
blame the Republicans as Pres- 
ident Clinton. 





...THE CHANCE TO TEST DRIVE 
OUR CAR AND COMPANY FOR A YEAR. 

If you've ever had a problem with buying or owning a new car. 
you were probably too nervous to complain, right? Here at Daewoo, 
we won't make you feel like that. We believe that it's only by listening 
to customers that anything can be DAEWOO 

improved. As you may already 
know, last year we put 
this philosophy, to the test and 
recruited a panel of people to 
test drive our cars and company 
for a year. We then asked for, 
and they are still giving us, 
feedback on our new way of 
working. However, we believe 
.that there’s always room for 
improvement, which is why we’re 
giving ourselves an even harder 
test. We want to find one 
hundred of the worst treated 
drivers in the UK to test drive 
our cars and our company free 
for an entire year (excluding 
petrol). After all, if you’ve had a 

bad experience, then you should know best about what can go 
wrong and what needs to change. Then we'll listen to you, 
and change what you think needs changing. 

Now you can't argue with that, 
can you? To register as a 
potential test driver 
or just give us your 
opinion, please 
phone 
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Harry 

McLevy 


Harry McLevy - Scottish Re- 
gional Officer of the Amalga- 
mated Engineering and 
Electrical Union (AEEUl - 
was an outstanding trade union 
leader. He had a wealth of ex- 
perience at the sharp end. Com- 
munist Party educated, he was 
one of the generation of out- 
standing shop steward con- 
venors Ihal emerged in the 
Sixties and early Seventies and 
so aiarmed the Tory tabloid 
leader writers of the day one 
would have thought anarchy and 
revolution were around the 
corner. Nothing could have 
been further from the truth. 

McLevy was bom in 1936, in 
Dundee. His mother was a 
mill worker and his father a 
plater's helper in the local ship- 
yard. His child hood, whilst 
poor, was happy, surrounded as 
he was by a close-knit and 
loving family. 

Dundee was a city of jute, 
jam. shipbuilding and engi- 
neering. with strong radical tra- 
ditions. its Labour movement, 
with Communist Party members 
in key leadership positions, was 
exceptionally welt organised. 
The young McLevy. serving his 
apprenticeship as a fitter in 
the local engineering factory, 
joined and became active in the 
Amalgamated Engineering 
Union ( AELT), whose local full- 
time officials and most of whose 
District Committee were Com- 


munist Party members. McLevy 
himself joined the Party', serv- 
ing on its Scottish Committee 
and National Executive. 

After an altercation with a 
foreman. McLevy migrated to 
the Clyde to finish his appren- 
ticeship in time to play a lead- 
ing role in the apprentices’ 
stnke of 1959 which spread na- 
tionwide. forcing the engineer- 
ing and shipbuilding employers 
to raise substantially the very' 
low wages apprentices received 
in those days. 

After National Service Mc- 
Levy returned to his native 
city.' quickly establishing a rep- 
utation in local trade union 
circles as an extremely capable 
activist and a gifted orator. He 
became shop steward convenor 
at the Caledon shipyard. Pres- 
ident of the AEU Dundee Dis- 
trict Committee and, in the 
Seventies, a member of the 
union's powerful 52- man 
supreme policy-making body, 
the National Committee. 

At that time, before mass un- 
employment and anti-union 
laws seriously weakened unions, 
the AEU National Committee 
was powerful, its decisions bind- 
ing on all the members includ- ; 
ing the President (then Hughie 
Scanlon). The committee be- 
came a battleground between 
the traditional right and left ma- 
chines in the union, the outcome 
of which was awaited with some 



Trade unionism at the sharp mid: McLevy, a capable activist and a gated orator Photograph: Herald 


concern by both Government 
and employers. 

McLevy became the full- 
time AEU Dundee District 
Secretary in 1978, and its Scot- 
tish Regional Officer in 1984. 
(The AEU became the AEEU 
on its amalgamation six years 
later with the EPTU, the Elec- 
trical and Plumbing Trade 
Union.) In the same year he be- 
came a member of the Scottish 
Trade Union Congress's Gen- 
eral Council, becoming its Pres- 
ident two years ago. He placed 
a crucial role in the campaign 
for a Scottish Parliament. 
McLevy was passionately com- 
mitted to a Scottish Parliament 


long before it was the popular 
cause that it is today. He was no 
chauvinist, nor was he xeno- 
phobic. He believed that Scot- 
land should remain in a 
reformed and democratic union 
as an equal partner. 

Harry McLevy had a pawky 
sense of humour and over a 
dram or two would entertain his 
audience for hours. His humour 
could not hide a deep intelli- 
gence. He was also a cultured 
man, well and widely read, well 
versed in the radical history of 
Scotland and its people. 
McLevy was a kind man, and 
not vindictive. He detested the 
Tories for what they bad done 


to his country and its working 
people, but he never detested 
lories as individuals. He was 
courteous and considerate to afl 
regardless of politics. 

In the early Eighties McLevy 
left the Communist Party and 
joined die Labour Party. He did 
so without rancour. Whilst mel- 
lowing, he retained the values 
of his youth but recognised 
that the politics of democratic 
centralism had proved an 
abysmal failure. He remained 
on the Left, but he was not crit- 
ical of Ton; Blairs “New Lab- 
our” Party, believing that the 
main objective of the Labour 
movement was to defeat the 


lories at the coming election, es- 
tablish a Scottish Parliament 
and restore democratic rights to 
workers and their unions, and 
to forge allianc es in order to re- 
build Britain and prevent the 
Tories' return to government 
Over 600 people attended 
Harry McLevys funeral service 
in Dundee last Saturday, from 
ail walks of life and shades of 
opinion in Scotland. 

Jimmy Airiie 

Harry McLevy, trade unionist : 
bom Dundee 28 August 1936; 
twice monied (three sons, one 
daughter ); died Dundee 24 
December 1995. 


Stanley Bray 



SokSering on: Bray; an oM-styfe trade bookbinder 


For over 60 years Stanley Bray 
worked for Sangorski & Sut- 
cliffe. in his time the greatest 
bookbinding firm in London. 

In 189b two bookbinding ap- 
prentices. Francis Sangorski 
and George Sutcliffe, met at the 
classes given at the Central 
School of Arts and Crafts by 
Douglas Cockerell. Cockerell 
was then working at the Doves 
Bindery for T.J. Cobden- 
Sanderson. whose revolutionary 
designs inspired the two young 
men. In IS9.S they joined Cock- 
erell when he founded his bind- 
ery . and three years later set up 
on their own.* From the start 
Sangorski & Sutcliffe's work was 
original in design. They be- 
came famous for their elaborate 
bindings encrusted with gilt 
work and precious stones. Fran- 
cis's brother Alberto Sangors- 
ki was a more than competent 
painter and calligrapher, and 
the firm could execute the in- 
side as w ell as the outside of the 
books that bore their name. 

Most famous of these books 
was the copy' of the Rubu'tydt of 
Omar Khayyam that Sangors- 
ki designed^ which look the 
bindery two years to complete. 
With three peacocks in the 
middle surrounded by vine 


sprays, a snake in an apple-tree, 
roses and poppies, the whole 
worked in polychrome leather 
and jew els, it was a masterpiece 
of its kind. In 1912 it was en 
route for America in the Titan- 
ic: and Sangorski was drowned 
in a bathing accident. 

Stanley Bray was bom in 
1907, and was a child in that 
year of catastrophe. His uncle 
'George became the sole pro- 
prietor of the firm, and his sis- 
ter's son joined it when he left 
school, in 1924. He quickly 
learnt his craft and became his 
uncle's right-hand man. Noth- 
ing, for him, was impossible; 
nothing loo much trouble. 

Between the wars was a great 
time for the firm. It was the era 
of the Ashendene and Golden 
Cockerel Presses, many copies 
of whose work they bound. 
They also did much work for J. 
& E. Bum pus. the bookshop in 
Oxford Street. The manager, 
J.G. Wilson, was the most in- 
fluential bookseller in London; 
he taught his customers to ap- 
preciate a well-printed and 
well-bound book. Many a book 
with Bumpus's name in it was 
actually bound by Sangorski & 
Sutcliffe. A whole wall of such 
books can now be seen in the 


library of Mount Stewart in 
County Down, originally com- 
missioned by Lord London- 
derry for Wynyard Park. 

I first climbed up the steep 
steps that led to the workshop 
under the roof in Poland Street 
in the year the Second World 
War ended. The firm's normal 
work had been diminished and 
their s kills directed to m aking 
essential leather parts for mu- 
nitions; normal life was only just 
beginning. Bray’s uncle had 
died in 1943, soon after taking 
over another bindery in Wood 
Street, whose manager, Ken- 
neth Hobson, had joined the 
firm. It was Bray himself who 
welcomed me, and I can still see 
his spare, aproned figure, a 
book in hand and a large roll in 
the other. Witching him. ab- 
sorbed, at work was a deep and 
silent pleasure. Although a re- 
sponsible proprietor he pre- 
ferred to work, leaving the 
detail of management to Hob- 
son. The two worked together 
in perfect amity. 

The firm still employed 
enough skilled craftsmen to 
undertake complete (if limited) 
editions for the publisher Ru- 
pert Hart-Davis. They did the 
limited editions of Eric Link- 


later’s A Sociable Plover and 
Sealskin Trousers , with Joan 
HassalTs lovely wood-engrav- 
ings. These were to be signed by 
author and artist, and Lin- 
klater, cantankerous after 
lunch, insisted on signing “Joan 
H assail" and m akin g the hap- 
less Joan write “Eric Linklater*. 
Perhaps most beautiful was 
their large-paper edition of An- 
drew Young' s Collected Poena 
(1960), also with Joan Has- 
safl’s engravings. But there were 
not enough of these, and the 
“carriage trade” that Wilson had 
generated began to wane. Hob- 
son, a little older than Bray, was 
not well, though he gallantly 
clambered up the steps till the 
early 1970s when he retired. 

Bray soldiered on until 1978 
when, providentially, the firm 
was taken overby Asprey’s, who 
had become its biggest cus- 
tomer. But Soho rents were ris- 
ing. Old-style trade binders 
could no longer survive. San- 
gorski & Sutcfiffe merged with 
an older firm, Zaehnsdorf s. and 
moved to Bermondsey. 

For Bray, this was the signal 
finally to retire, but not to stop 
working. In 1932 he had dis- 
covered the original designs 
for the Rubaiyat tost in 1912. and 


for seven years worked to recre- 
ate a “second Omar". But in 
1940. by a strange fatality, the 
warehouse in the City in which 
it was stored was blitzed. All that 
remained was the jewels. Now, 
45 years later, Bray set to work 
to create a third Omar, assist- 
ed by his wife, Irene, who had 
worked with him in the firm for 
16 years. He finished in the 
spring of 1989, and presented 


it, with appropriate ceremony, 
to the British Library where (we 
may hope) it will this time be 
preserved. It is a monument to 
a Jong life’s work. 

Nicolas Barker 

Arthur Stanley Mardell Bray, 
bookbinder bom London 25 
November 1907; married 1962 
Irene Newstead; died Esher, 
Surrey 24 December 1995. 


Lt-Gen 

Daniel Graham 


Daniel Graham w^s a career m- 

telligence officer and “ardent 
hawk" who twice played a ma- 
jor part in shifting the centre of 
gravity of American national 
security policy- . 

The first was in the I97US 
when he was a key member of 
“Team B", the secret intelli- 
gence panel convened by Pres- 
ident Gerald Ford, which 
persuaded Washington to take 
a more pessimistic estimate of 
Soviet capabilities. The second 
was when he was perhaps the 
most persistent advocate in 
converting the Reagan Admin- 
istration to the virtues of the 
Strategic Defence Initiative, 
widely known as Star Ware. 

Graham grew up in a poor 
farm family in Oregon, and 
worked in sawmills and or- 
chards as a young man. He won 
a nomination to West Point and 
became a career army officer. 
He served in Germany, Korea 
and Vietnam, where he worked 
in intellig ence. He was investi- 
gated by Congress for reports 
underestimating the strength of 
the Vietcong and predicting it 
would soon run out of troops. 
He then became convinced that 
Washington was underestimat- 
ing tiie rapid growth in Soviet 
mili tary expenditure. 

In 1973-74 he was deputy di- 
rector of the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency, the civilian 
agency responsible to the Pres- 
ident, and firm 1974 to 1976 the 
director of the Defense In telli- 
gence Agency, the military 
agency responsible to the Sec- 
retary for Defense. On his re- 
tirement he was one of the 
moving spirits in a classic Wash- 
ington bureaucratic manoeuvre 
with lasting effects on US pol- 
icy towards the Soviet Union. 

Its result was that in 1976 the 
CIA concluded it had greatly 
underestimated the cost of So- 
viet weapons production. This 
estimate did not reflect any 
growth in Soviet military 
strength: the Agency had sim- 
ply increased its estimate of the 
share of Soviet GNP spent on 
defence from 6-8 per cent to 13 
per cent. “About 90 per cent" 
of the increase was accounted 
by the Agency's new estimate of 
Soviet prices in dollar terms. 

President Ford had been per- 
suaded to set up an alternative 
group of analysts to review the 
CIA's estimates. Team B". as 
it was called, was headed by 
Richard Pipes, a Harvard Pro- 
fessor of Russian Histoiy, but 
Graham was a dominant intel- 
lectual influence in what was in 
any case a deliberately hardline 
paneL 

Team B finished its report in 
December 1976 and sent it to 
President-elea Jimmy Carter. 
It concluded that Soviet capa- 
bilities were greater than had 
been reported in the CIA's in- 
telligence estimates, and that 
there was little evidence that 
Moscow shared Washington’s 
faith in “mutual assured de- 
struction", or “MAD" which 


had been the central assumption 
of US policy for many years. 

The Team B report was used 
as the basis fora formidable Job- 
bing effort by Paul H. Nitze 
and other powerful figures ip 
Washington in support of their 
conviction that the Soviet 
Union was embarked on a dan- 
gerous new strategic polity. 
They formed the Committee on 
the Present Danger, which in 
1977 published a report called 
mat is the Soviet Union Up To?, 
warning that the Soviet Union 
would continue its “ expansion- 
ist policy" regardless of agree- 
ments with Western powers. In 
this manner Graham's hardline 
views had a considerable effect 
on Washington opinion through 
the late 1970s and 1980s. 

As early as 1976 Graham ad- 
vised Ronald Re agan in his 
unsuccessful campaign for ihc 
presidency. In 1979 Reagan 
visited Norad (North American 
Air Defence Command) at 
Cheyenne Mountain in Color- 
ado and was horrified to dis- 



Graham: Star Wars 


cover that the US had no 
defence against Soviet missiles. 
When he became president in 
19S1 he set up a secret group 
in the WTiite House, including 
Graham and the physicist Ed- 
ward Teller, “father of the H- 
Bomb". to “shift from defence 
to offence; move to space", as 
one of its members noted. 

Graham and teller were cm- 
vinccd that technological inno- 
vations had given new life to a 
concept, rejected by the Eisen- 
hower Administration, for 
shooting down incoming bal- 
listic missiles in flighL Graham 
founded a non-profit organisa- 
tion. High Frontier, to lobby for 
an American defence system 
against ballistic missiles, adopt- 
ed by the Reagan Administra- 
tion in 1983 as the Strategic 
Defence Initiative. In later yeas. 
High Frontier focused more 
on systems for transport and 
support in space. 

Godfrey Hodgson 

Daniel O. Graham, soldier and 
intelligence officer bom Portland. 
Oregon 13 April 1925: depun di- 
rector. CLl 1973-74; director. 
DL4 1974 -"6 : married Ruth 
MaxweU ( died 1989; ru*> 
five daugfuers). 1994 Adek Piro ; 
died Arlington, login ia 31 
December 1995. 


Melvin Kranzberg 


The history of technology is a 
latc-comer to the range of aca- 
demic disciplines, and Melvin 
Kranzberg did more than any- 
body in the Western world to se- 
cure its acceptance. This 
achievement was based on three 
foundations: first, his enthusi- 
um and skill as a teacher, which 
won him generations of admir- 
ers amongst students and col- 
leagues: second, his devotion to 
the creation of a society to ad- 
vance the study of the subject 


and third, his tireless commit- 
ment to the support of causes 
involved in the history of tech- 
nology, both at home in the 
United States and, most 
outstandingly, through his 
international affiliations. 

Together with others, he 
formed the Society for the His- 
tory of Technology (Shot) in 
1958. with himself as founding 
editor of its quarterly journal, 
Technology and Culture. He 
held this post until 1984, and 


used it to develop a lively in- 
ternational forum for the dis- 
cussion of all aspects of 
technological history. 

Id national affairs, Mel 
Kranzberg was an adviser to 
Nasa on aspects of the space 
programme, and for a time ad- 
vised President Jimmy Carter on 
science and technology. Inter- 
nationally, he was associated 
with the creation of Icohtec, the 
Internationa] Committee for 
the Histoiy of Technology. This 


was set up in 1968 at the Inter- 
national Congress for the His- 
toiy of Science and Technology 
which met that summer in Paris. 
It was a sensitive moment in in- 
ternational relationships, after 
the “Prague Spring" and the stu- 
dent riots in Paris itself, but it 
was an act of faith in the im- 
portance of maintaining con- 
tacts between scholars across 
the barriers of the Cold Wir. 
Most years in this period, mem- 
bers of Icohtec contrived to 


meet for a symposium in either 
East or West Europe. Kranz- 
berg's never-failing enthusi- 
asm, his patient diplomacy and 
his infectious laughter played an 
important part in this. He at- 
tended virtually every meeting 
of Icohtec, including the 22nd 
symposium which was held in 
Bath in the summer of 1994. 

Kranzberg arguably gave too 
little attention to his own schol- 
arly career. His own thoughts 
were mainly expressed in edi- 


torials and conference papers 
and have not, as yet, been made 
available in a substantial form. 
This is a pity, because he wrote 
with a pithy topicality about 
technology and society. Stu- 
dents on both sides of the At- 
lantic have cause to be grateful 
for the two-volume textbook 
which he edited with Carroll 
PurselL Technology in Western 
Chilisation (196/). And many 
will recall the memorable, if 
somewhat gnomic, epigram 


which became known to his stu- 
dents as “Kranzberg's First 
Law": “Technology is neither 
good nor bad - dot is it neutral/ 1 

R. Angus Buchanan 

Me bin Kranzberg, historian of 
technology: bom St Louts, Mis- 
souri 22 November 1917; Cal- 
loway Professor of the History of 
Technology, Georgia Institute of 
Technology 1972-88; married 
lastly 1984 Louise Lester; died At- 
lanta. Georgia 6 December 1995. 


Madeleine Barot, member of 
the French Resistance and re- 
ligious activist, died 28 De- 
cember, aged 86. In 1940 
co-founded C3MADE to pro- 
mote religious tolerance. 
Awarded the Legion d’Honneur 
and Israel's Yad Vashem 
award for helping Jews escape 
occupied France. 

Palmer Williams, CBS news ex- 
ecutive and documentary film- 
maker, died 1 January, aged 78. 
Founding producer of 60 Min- 
utes, 1968-83. In the Second 
World War worked for Frank 
Capra on the Oscar-winning 
series Why We Fight. 


Births, 

Marriages 

& Deaths 

« 

BIRTHS 

WALKINGTON: On 25 December 
1995, to Sandy WafJtinglon and 
Francesca Wfcal. a girl. Dora Oemen- 
linc Bianca. 

DEATHS 

ADAM: David Smart ‘Gordon", of 
Vtendover. Bucks, suddenly. 27 De- 
cember 1995, in MQnrn, Switzerland, 
aged 6$ years. Beloved husband of 
Ro$annc and father of Jamie, Alexan- 
dra and Alas lair. Funeral service, St 
Mary's Church, Wendover. Wednes- 
day 10 January 1996. 12 noon, fol- 
lowed by burial Flower? or donations 
if desired Cor Help the Aged Buck- 
inghamshire. do K.Y. Green, Funeral 
Directors, telephone (U296 82041. 
de VRIES: Sonya, greatly beloved 
mother of Bca. Mandy. Alexander. 
Philip and Clare, at borne after an ill- 
ness fought with great courage and 
dignity on 4 January 1996. Requiem 
Mass at St Mary Magdalene, East H31, 
London SW18, on Tuesday 16 Janu- 
ary at Ham. Family flowers only; do- 
nations, if desired, to Imperial Cancer 
Research Fund. 

Announcements for Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS should be 
sent in writing to the Gazette Editor; 
The Independent, 1 Canada Square, Ca- 
nary Wharf, London E14 5DL, tele- 
phoned to 0171-293 201L (24-faonr 
answering machine 0171-293 2012) or 
foxed to 0171-293 2010, and are charged 
at £650 a line (VAT extra;. 


Changing' of the Guard 
The Household Cavalry Mounted Regi- 
ment mourns the Queen’s Life Guard at 
Horse Guards, Ham. 


Birthdays 

King Juan Carlos of Spain, 55; Jean. 
Grand Duke of Luxembourg, 75: Mr 
Mansur Ali Khan. Nawab of Paiau- 
di, cricketer, 55; M Jean- Pierre An- 
mont, actor, 85; Mr Alfred Bren del, 
concert pianist, 65; Mrs Jean Clark, 
President. National Council of 
Women of Great Britain. 61; Mr John 
Darby, former chairman. Ultramar, 
66; Mr Terry Davis MP, 58; Mr 
Robert Duvall, actor, 65; Sir Frank 
Hartley, former Vice-Chancellor, 
London University. 85; Sir Alan 
Hume, former chairman. Ancient 
Monuments Board. Scotland, 83: 
Miss Diane Keaton, actress, 50; 
Lord Kingsdawn, former Governor 
of the Bank of England, and Lord- 
Lieutenant of Kent, 69; Miss Jan 
1 earnin g, broadcaster. 54; Miss Sarah 
Lucas, radio presenter, 45; Mr Mau- 
rizio Follini. pianist, 54; Maj-Gen 
Henry Quinlan, former Director of 
the Army Dental Service. 90: Lt-Gen 
Sir Michael Rose, UN commander 
in Bosnia, 56; General Sir John 
Stibbon, Chief Royal Engineer, 61. 

Anniversaries 
Births: Dr Benjamin Rush, politician, 
1745; Jeao-Baptiste Say, political 
economist, 1767; Stephen Decatur, 
naval commander. 1779; John Burke, 
genealogist, founder of Burke's Peer- 
age, 1787; Thomas Pringle, poet, 
1789; Thomas Creswick, painter, 
181 1 ; William Smith Rockstro (Rack- 
straw). organist and composer. 1823; 
Kbristo Botev, poet and revolution- 
ary, 1S4S; King Camp Gillette, in- 
ventor of the safety-razor, 1855; Sir 
William Newzam Prior Nicholson, 
painter and engraver. 1872; Joseph 
E flange r, neuro-physiologist, 1874; 
Konrad Adenauer, statesman, 1876; 
Humbert Wolfe, poet, 1885: Clifford 
Grey, actor, author and lyricist, 1887: 
Stella Dorothea Gibbons (Mrs Allan 


Bourne Webb), poet and novelist, 
1902; Kathleen Mary Kenyon, ar- 
chaeologist, 1906; Jack Lovelock, ath- 
lete and surgeon. 1910. Deaths: St 
Edward the Confessor, 1066: Gi- 
ambattista Moroni, portrait painter, 
!57S; Catherine de Medici, Queen 
of France, 1589; Antonio Lotli. or- 
ganist and composer, 1740: fcaap 
Reed, Shakespearian scholar and ed- 
itor, 1807; Empress Elizabeth Petro- 
vna of Russia, 1762; Sir George 
Prevast, soldier and statesman. 1816; 
Sir William Hillary, founder of the 
Royal National Lifeboat Institution. 
1847; Joseph GflJott, steel pen man - 
ufacturer, 1873; Anton Mauve, land- 
scape painter. 1SSS; John Westland 
Mara on, poet, 1890; Sir Ernest Hen- 
ry Shaddeton, explorer. 1922; John 
Calvin Coolidge, 30th US president. 
1933; Humbert Wolfe, poet, 1940; 
Amy Johnson (Moflison), aviator, 
1941; George Washington Carver, sci- 
entist, 1943; Roberto Gerhard, com- 
poser, 1970; Brian Alexander 
Johnston, broadcaster and cricket 
commentator. 1994. On this day: 
Charles the Bold or France was 
killed by the Swiss at the Battle of 
Nancy, 1477; Britain and Turkey 
concluded (be Treaty of the Dard- 
anelles. 1SG9; John Thurtell and 
Joseph Hunt were tried for the mur- 
der of fellow -swindler Wi lliam 
We are, Hunt turning King's evi- 
dence. 1S24; Gilbert and Sullivan's 
opera Princess Ida was first per- 
formed, London 1884; the first 
demonstration o£ X-rays was given 
by ROnigen, 1896; the Kingdom of 
Serbs. Croats and Slovenes (Yu- 
goslavia) was established, 1919: In the 
United States, the first woman gov- 
ernor, Mis Nellie Tsyloe Ross, was 
elected, 1925; King Alexander of Yu- 
goslavia established himself as a dic- 
tator, 1929; FM radio was first 
demonstrated in the United States by 
Major Edwin R Armstrong, 1940: 
Pope Paul VI and Patriarch 


Atbenagoras I met in Jerusalem, the 
first meeting between leaders of the 
Roman Catholic and Orthodox 
churches for over 500 years, 1964; 
President Giscard d’Esiaing pro- 
mulgated a law making the use of 
French compulsory in advertising, 
and instructions on consumer and 
other goods, 1976. Today is Whssail 
Ere (tonight is Twelfth Night ) and the 
Feast Day of St Apollinaris, Si Con- 
voyoo, St Dorotheus the Younger, Si 
Geriac, St John Nepomuccne Neu- 
mann, St Simeon Styiites and St Stu- 
ck ties. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Alexander Sturgis. 
"Looking Forwards (i): Hals, Young 
Man Holding a SkutT, 1pm. 

British Museum: George Hart, “The 

Lure of Lebanon: Byblos and the 
cedars”, 1.15pm. 

Billy Marsh 

A memorial service of celebration 
and thanksgiving for the life of 
Bffly Marsh (1917-1995) will be held 
at St James's Church, Piccadilly, 
London Wl, on Monday 5 February 
at Ham. Donations will be wel- 
comed in his memory at Marie Curie 
Cancer Care at 28 Belgrave Square, 
London SWLX8QG. 

Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to be 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 3 .52pm, 

United Synagogues: 0173-387 4300. 
Federation o f Synagogues: 0181-202 
2263. Union of Liberal and Progressive 
SvngMacsi 0171-580 1663. Reform 
Synagogues of Great Britain: 0181-349 
473L Spanish and ftrtngnese Jews Con- 
gregation: 0171-289 2573. New London 
Synagngne (Masortfl: 0171-328 1026. 


Mortgage repossession may be deferred 


LAW REPORT 
♦ 

5 January 1996 


National & Provincial Building 
Society v Lloyd; Court of Appeal 
(Lord Justice Neill, Mr Justice 
Bennett}; 6 December 1995 

Tbe court could defer the grant 
of possession of mortgaged 
property to the leader where 
there was clear evidence that 
the defaulting borrower would 
be able to complete a proposed 
sale of the property 1 within a 
specified period, even if that 
might take a yean There was no 
rule restricting such deferment 
to a much shorter period. 

The Court of Appeal so 
ruled when allowing an appeal 
by the plaintiff, National St 
Provincial BuOding Society, 
against the decision % Her Ho- 
nour Judge McKinney, sitting 
in Bournemouth County Court 
on IS May 1995, to suspend an 
order for possession, which 
the deputy district judge bad 
granted to the society on 28 
March 1995, and to allow the 
defendant Geoffrey William 
Lloyd, until June 1996 to 
complete proposed sales of 
mortgaged properties. 

AU Malek (Dibb Lupion Broom- 
head, Lads) for the building society: 
Patrick Hamlin (Heald Niddnson, 
Carnberieyi far the borrmvr. 

Lord Justice Neil] said thai by 
a mortgage dated 25 June 1992 
the defendant had borrowed 
£280,000 on a 25-year term 


(interest-only) loan charged 
on two properties, a farm in 
Cardigan and premises in 
Wareham. DorseL He soon 
fell into arrears with the 
monthly interest payments 
and in 1994 the society 
brought possession proceed- 
ings claiming £335,000 
including principal. 

In March 1995 the defendant 
swore an affidavit in which he 
referred to sales of parts of the 
farm land and an offer for the 
Wareham property which, on 
completion, would realise 
£199,250 to reduce the mort- 
gage debL In a further affidavit, 
sworn the day of the appeal 
hearing before Judge McKin- 
ney, he referred to other ex- 
pected sales and an offer which 
was expected to reach 
completion in June 1996. 

The judge held that the sus- 
pension of the possession or- 
der. under section 36 of the 
Administration of Justice Act 
1970 as amended by section 8 
of the Administration of Justice 
Act 1973, had not been fully 
considered before the district 
judge, and that this was a case 
to which it applied. 

She concluded that '‘there 
are provisions which could re- 
sult. not on an idle or fanciful 


basis, but on a firm basis - not 
contractual but firm - for rais- 
ing considerable sums of mon- 
ey*: that it was in the society’s 
interests “that the best price be 
obtained": and that the defen- 
dant’s liabilities could be met 
if the possession order were 
suspended. 

The society argued that such 
deferment should only be or- 
dered where the prospects of 
an early sale were best served 
by allowing a mortgagor time 
and, furthermore, that any 
such deferment should be 
short 

It was true that the author- 
ities. both at common law and 
m cases on section 36 of the 
1970 Act, had suggested that 
any suspension or adjourn- 
ment to enable a sale would 
only be allowed if a sale would 
take place within a short peri- 
od of time (see, in particular. 
Royal Trust Co of Canada v 
Markham [1975] 1 WLR 1416 
per Sir John Pennycuick); but 
his Lordship did not under- 
stand there to be a rigid role of 
law to this effect. 

If there were clear evidence 
that the completion of the sale 
of a property, perhaps by piece- 
meal disposal, could take place 
in six or nine months or even 


a year, there was no reason why 
a court could not conclude in 
the exercise of its discretion 
that in the words of section 36, 
“the mortgagor is likely to be 
able within a reasonable peri- 
od to pay any sums due under 
the mortgage”. The question of 
a “reasonable period" would be 
a question for the court in the 
individual case. 

In this case, however, his 
Lordship agreed with the so- 
ciety that the evidence ad- 
duced on the defendant’s 
behalf was insufficient to 
entitle the judge to make the 
suspension order. Much of 
it was a mere expression of 
hope. 

In this class of case, where 
the mortgaged property was to 
be sold and there were no 
known outside assets, the ques- 
tion was whether it was likely 
that the mortgagor would be 
able to pay the s ums due un- 
der the mortgage, including the 
capital sum, within a reasonable 
period. 

With the greatest respect to 
the judge, his Lordship con- 
cluded that the evidence avail- 
able to her did not establish that 
this was so. In these circum- 
stances, the appeal must be al- 
lowed and the suspension order 
revoked. 

Mr Justice Bennett agreed. 

Paul Magrath, Barrister 
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Algerian rebels mark Ramadan in blood 


Middle East Correspondent 

If /^geria about to suffer an- 

^rb loodyRainada ^^an 

^r, the armed Islamist opposi- 
bon promises a holy momhof 

^jsafcss 

^*£KK348£ 

WOUDdiBg M 0*"1 TaU 2t 
residents of a busi- 

hoU * of the 
wounded were lS-momh-old 

babies. And Ramadan is three 
days away. 

Last week, too, saw a suicide 
bomb attack against the city hall 
at Larbaatache. 20 miles from 
the capital, which killed the 
bomber - who was driving a lor- 
ly packed with explosives — and 
a civilian. Car- and truck- 
bombs have now become a sig- 
nature of the Islamic Arra& 
Group (GSA) which has been at 
war with the Algerian govern- 
ment since the suspension of 
parliamentary elections just 
over four years ago. On 12 De- 
cember, one of the most dev- 
astating attacks - a car-bomb 
explosion in the Algiers suburb 
of Ain Naadja - killed another 
IS civilians. 

The purpose behind the 

fimhfnoc ie «l _ 



^ i±uuxvuz> ui /\jgenan5 
who voted in last November's 
presidential elections in the 


belief that a democratic poll, al- 
bert without the participation of 
the banned Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS), would somehow 
bring an end to violence. Pres- 
ident Li amine Zeroual, the ex- 
genera] originally appointed by 
a mfliiaiy-backed committee, 
gained almost 61 per cent of the 
votes in an election which ap- 
peared remarkably lair. On the 
day of his victory, he gave the 
impression that he intended to 
form a coalition government 
that would represent in his 
own words, “ail Algerians”. 

What has emerged, however, 
has fallen somewhat short of 
that aspiration. True, Ahmed 
Merani, a founder member of 
the FIS, was made minister of 
religious affaire. But Mr Merani 
left the party long ago. Bougara 
Soltani. a member of Sheikh 
Mahfoud Nahnah's Hamas par- 
ty, which won around 25 peT 
cent of the votes in the presi- 
dential election, has been marte 
minister for small and medium 
industries. But Mr Soltani has 
no control over radical Is- 
lamists; less than two years 
ago, he was seriously wounded 
by GIA gunmen who killed 
one of his Hamas colleagues in 
the same attack. 

Other ministers were for- 
merly associated with Presi- 
dent Zeroual; the new prime 
minister, for example, is his for- 
mer chef de cabinet, and another 
junior minister was Zeroual's 




Lonely road: A young Algerian shepherd guards his sheep next to a masked member of the government’s paramilitary gendarmerie Photograph: AP 


spokesman during the Novem- 
ber elections. 

Nevertheless, Mr Zeroual 
has had the satisfaction of ob- 
serving some bloody divisions 
among his enemies. When an 
FIS spokesman in Germany 
proposed opening a dialogue 


with the new government, be 
was bitterly condemned by a col- 
league in Washington. And the 
GIA itself has admitted mur- 
dering two of its senior mem- 
bers, Mohamed Said and 
Abderrezak Redjam. because 
they objected to the campaign 


of throat-cutting and beheading 
which has terrorised hundreds 
of towns and villages across Al- 
geria. The GIA leader, Djemal 
Zitouni, accused the two men 
of ’‘planning to destabilise the 
group and of dividing the mu- 
jahedin [fighters]”. 


Mr Zitouni has also called on 
his followers to fight their for- 
mer colleagues in the less sav- 
age of the Algerian armed 
groups, the Islamic Salvation 
Army (AIS) for their alleged 
“corruption on earth" - funda- 
mentalist-speak for saying that 


the AIS is beginning to doubt 
the wisdom of a war that has 
now claimed the lives of at 
least 50,000 Algerians. 

Aware that the opposition is 
fracturing, President Zeroual in 
December closed down the 
harsh desert prison camp in 


President Zeroual: Vowed 
to represent ‘all Algerians’ 

southern Algeria where hun- 
dreds of Islamists were held 
without trial. But, weeks later, 
GLA men assassinated the head 
of the Algerian coastguard and 
a senior army officer in Algiers. 

In the mountains, mean- 
while. a ruthless guerrilla war 
continues with few witnesses 
and even less information di- 
vulged by the government. In 
the last week of December 
alone, a pro-government daily 
newspaper in Algiers reported 
100 Islamists shot dead by 
troops and paramilitary police 
at Ouied Siam a. On 3 January, 
six more armed Muslims were 
reported kQied in gun battles in 
Algiers. No wonder, then, that 
Algerians are fearful that a 
bloody Ramadan may usher in 
a new and more terrible year. 


Israeli settlers see 
their world crumble 


MTOJCK COCKBURN 

Hebron 

“On all sides we will be sur- 
rounded by armed Palestinians, 
so there is a sense of abandon- 
ment,” says David Wilder, one 
of die leaders of 500 Jewish set- 
tlers in Hebron. 

As Palestinians hold their 
first election on Saturday, the 
most militant of the Israeli set- 
tlers see their world crumbling, 
but fear there is little they can 
do about it The Israeli army in 
Hebron will redeploy in March, 
turning the rest of the city over 
to Palestinian control. Danny 
Hinny, a deeply religious settler, 
says; "■Rabin’s assassination 
stopped the protests by our 
people." He laments that lead- 
ers of the right do nothing be- 
cause they fear being accused 
of involvement in the murder of 
Yitzhak Rabin. He says; “The 
government has given six or sev- 
en cities to the Arabs in three 
weeks, which is terrible." 

There is not a lot the settlers 
can do to halt the process. On 
Saturday they will rally in Zion 


Square in west Jerusalem to 
protest against Palestinians in 
the dty being allowed to vote, 
on the grounds that this threat- 
ens Israeli sovereignty. In the- 
ory they could cause trouble in 
Palestinian east Jerusalem by 
swamping the post offices be- 
ing used as polling stations, but 
the Hebron settlers said they did 
not plan to disrupt the election. 

An incident overnight just 
north of Hebron provided the 
only real chance of halting the 
Israeli army withdrawal - gun- 
men in a blue Mercedes fired 
automatic weapons into a car 
carrying two Israeli officers, 
killing both of them. 

The attack ended a period of 
several months when there have 
been very few Israelis killed by 
Palestinians. The Israeli security 
services had been expecting an 
attack, but assumed it would 
probably be by a suicide bomber 
m revenge for the killing of 
Yahya Ayyash, the Palestinian 
bomb maker, in Gaza two 
weeks ago. The shooting of the 
soldiers may not be direct re- 
taliation but it seems to be 


part of an upsurge of violence 
since Ayyash died. 

David Wilder, not a man giv- 
en to exaggerating the pacific in- 
tentions of his Palestinian 
neighbours, says: ‘T am sure that 
most of the Arabs don't like the 
killings last night - because 
they know that it might delay the 
withdrawal.” This is probably 
correct. The attack might also 
be a protest against the election, 
but a poll by a Palestinian or- 
ganisation yesterday predicted 
a 80 per cent turn out by one 
million voters. 

Fears among settlers about 
the future of Jerusalem may also 
be realised. Ehud Olmert, the 
right-wing mayor of the dty, says 
Israelis and Palestinians have 
held talks in Europe about its 
permanent status, though offi- 
cial negotiations only start in 
May. Yossi Beilin, a minister 
close to Shimon Peres, the 
Prime Minister, said that Israel 
must hold talks with the Pales- 
tinians on the issue.That would 
only happen if Israel met the 
Palestinian demand also to have 
a capital in Jerusalem. 


Pretoria inquiry confirms 
secret battle to save rhinos 


FOREIGN STAFF 
AND AGENCIES 

The World Wide Fund for Na- 
ture ran a covert operation in 
southern Africa aimed at 
stamping out illegal trade in rhi- 
no horn, a South African judi- 
cial commission reported 
yesterday. The report confirms 
an article that appeared in the 
Independent in Januaiy 1991. 

The commission, headed by 
Judge Mark Kumleben, was 

Mandela to investigate the 
smuggling of ivory and rhino 
horn from southern African 
countries through South Africa. 

The report cited evidence 
that the operation- oodenamed 
Project Lock - was the brain- 
child of Prince Bernhard of 
the Netherlands, first president 
of the Worldwide Fund for Na- 
ture (WWF) then known as the 
World Wildlife Fund. 



From The Independent of & January 1991 


- KAS International, a private 
company form ed by David Stir- 
ling, founder of the SAS, pro- 
duced a feasibility study and was 
then appointed to undertake the 
task, the report said. 

“The operation was aimed at 
all parts of southern and cen- 
tral Africa where the survival of 
rhino was threatened by poach- 
ing and smuggling." 

A WWF document handed in 
to the commission indicated that 


the covert unit operated In 
Zimbabwe, Zambia, Namibia 
and other southern African 
countries against smugglers. 
South African police told the 
commission that the unit 
stopped its operations in mid- 
1990. The report said that South 
Africa’s army was involved in 
the large-scale destruction of 
wildlife and smug gling in An- 
gola and Namibia for more 
than a decade. 


Saddam 
denounces 
foes as 
‘hyenas’ 


LEON BARKHO 

Reuter 

Baghdad — On the fifth an- 
niversary of the Gulf war which 
drove Iraq out of Kuwait, Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein has hit 
out at the “howls of hyenas" 
from Iraq’s critics. 

In an address to the nation 
yesterday, Saddam acclaimed 
the “Mother of All Battles” and 
said that Iraq, not the US-led 
multinational coalition, had 
won the six-week war which be- 
gan on 17 January 1991. 

“The crows, jackals and hye- 
nas around it ... thought that 
Iraq, a nation of faith an d jihad 
[holy struggle], was on its way 
to fall, so they increased their 
howl,” he said. “The Iraqis de- 
feated the enemy try preventing 
them from throttling the base 
of the capability of the faithful 
[Arab] nation and centre of its 
radiation [Iraq]," Saddam said 
in the 90-minute speech on 
Baghdad television. 

But he admitted that his 
country suffered a great deal 
from the war and the pro- 
longed sanctions - “a painful 
and vicious embargo" - imposed 
on Iraq as punishment for 
invading Kuwait in 1990. 

Saddam said that those 
demanding a change in Iraqi 
government despite his over- 
whelming victory in a presi- 
dential referendum last 
October were following “the 
path of subservience to the 
[unnamed] foreigner". He said: 
“The foreigner gestured to 
them to embark an what you 
hear ... They are lowly obedi- 
ent servants, utterly humiliated, 
and shall not stop until the for- 
eigner is frustrated.” 

King Hussein of Jordan, who 
backed Saddam in the Gulf 
crisis, has called for a change of 
government in Baghdad after 
giving asylum to two senior 
Iraqi defectors and their wives 
- both daughters of Saddam - 
last August 

Saddam, however, said he was 
ready to rum a new page in his 
relations with the Arab states 
hostile to his leadership, saying 
he was ready to solve out- 
standing issues which he 
describe as “minor”- 
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Vernon Coleman writes brilliant books" 

The Good Book Guide 
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Professor 
R. P. Bell 


R. P. Bell was one of Britain's 
most distinguished physical 
chemists and a great Balliol 
man. He served Balliol College. 
Oxford, as Tutor for Admis- 
sions, Senior Tutor and Vice- 
Master, and in 1967. after 34 
years as a Fellow, was elected 
to an Honorary Fellowship. 

As a tutor he had some idio- 
syncratic ideas. The first term 
of physical chemistry tutorials 
was simply appalling. Each stu- 
dent was made to copy out a se- 
ries of Victorian papers by IW! 
Richards on the accurate de- 
termination of the atomic 
weight of silver. This exercise 
was'so siupefyingly boring that 
people either changed la PPE 
or else demonstrated that they 
had the endurance to make a 
success of the chemistry course. 
Once one progressed to Bell's 
own field of reaction kinetics, 
he was an excellent tutor. He 
had a formidable intellect, 
of cool clarity and ruthless 
objectivity. 

Bell was a small man with 
rather large ears and a delight- 
ful twinkle in his eye. Perched 
on his chair he would peruse the 
weekly essay with a slim gold 
propelling pencil, pouncing on 
spelling mistakes, mathematical 
non-sequiturs or errors in log- 
ic. There was a quiet and dead- 
ly courtesy: - “1 do not quite 
understand . . (In this sen- 
tence one realised that the first 
person singular should be re- 
placed by the second.) As a tu- 
tor or supervisor he treated his 
pupils as equals. With Hugh 
Longuet- Higgins, he famously 
wrote a paper on the structure 
of borane which arose from a 
third year tutorial. 

Bell's great contribution to 
science was the study of proton 
transfer reactions and the elu- 
cidation of the nature of adds 
and bases in solution. Proton 


transfer reactions are ubiqui- 
tous; for instance most bio- 
chemical transformations will 
involve proton transfers, since 
organic molecules always have 
a skin of hydrogen atoms. 

His work combined high- 
powered theory with ingenious 
and innovative experimenta- 
tion. On the theoretical side he 
was one of the first in 1933 to 
use quantum theory to predict 
that when a proton reacts it 
might tunnel through the energy 
barrier rather than go over the 
top. He also pioneered studies 
in which a hydrogen atom is re- 
placed with the heavier isotope 
deuterium. The consequent 
change in the rate of reaction 
gives unique and detailed un- 
derstanding of the route by 
which the reaction takes place. 

Examples of Bell's experi- 
mental ingenuity would include 
the early use of a tape recorder 
to record data on a faster time- 
scale. the study of rates of 
reaction using small home- 
made thermocouples to mea- 
sure the heat emitted by the re- 
action and the study of fast 
brominations using platinum 
electrodes to measure very low 
concentrations of bromine. 

In 1954 the Faraday Society 
held an important discussion 
meeting on the study of fast re- 
actions. On the first day Bell de- 
scribed his new tape-recording 
techniques which could measure 
rates of reaction that took only 
10 seconds. Manfred Eigen 
rightly won the Nobel Prize for 
Chemistry in 1967 for develop- 
ing techniques to measure rapid 
chemical reactions, and it was 
perhaps Bell's misfortune not to 
have made a single great ad- 
vance but rather to have con- 
tributed a lifetime of theoiy and 
associated experiments. 

Ronald Percy Beil was born 
in 1907 and in 1924 arrived at 


Balliol College as an Exhibi- 
tioner to read for a chemistry 
degree under the redoubtable 
Sir Harold Hartley. In 1928 he 
won the Gibbs Prize awarded to 
the best chemist in Finals and 
he wrote to Hartley, “May it 
long continue to be a BaUiol 
perquisite.” 

In the years that Bell was a 
Fellow, from 1933 to 1967, his 
eariy wish was largely fulfilled. 
Between 1928 and 1932 he 
worked in Copenhagen with the 
great Danish physical chemist 
i J4. Bronsted. A rumour arose 
that Bell had fallen in with a 
troupe of somewhat disrep- 
utable actors, so much so that 
one morning he found a note 
from Bronsted on his appara- 
tus saying that since Mr Bell had 
not been seen for three months 
Bronsted assumed he had re- 
turned to England. Bronsted 
cannot have been too dis- 
pleased because he wrote to 
Hartley: “It gives me great 
leasure to state that Mr Bell 
as showed himself as an un- 
usually bright and able young 
man.” Bell returned to suc- 
ceed Hartley as Bedford Lec- 
turer in Chemistry at Balliol in 
1 932 without completing a doc- 
torate; throughout most of his 
working life he gloried in being 
simply Mr Bell. 

His work was recognised by 
many honours. In 1944 he was 
elected to the Royal Society and 
served on its counciL In 1972 he 
became a foreign associate of 
the National Academy in the 
United States. He served as 
President of the Faraday Soci- 
ety in 1956 and as a Vice- 
President of the Royal Society 
of Chemistry in 1958. 

Ronnie Bell did not care 
about rank and was utterly 
without pomposity. But as well 
as the cool dispassionate man 
of reason there was also a warm 



Bed: T do not quite understand , . / Photograph: Godfrey Argent 


appreciation of the good things 
of life. He loved music and was 
a keen supporter of the Balliol 
concerts. He smoked Havana 
cigars and therefore bis labo- 
ratory had a far more satisfying 
aroma than usual. He delight- 
ed in his cottage on Buttermere, 
in the Lake District. All these 
qualities meant tuax be was a 
strong candidate for Lhe Mas- 
tership of Balliol in the election 
that took place in 1964, but in 
the end the Fellows preferred 
Christopher Hill. 

In 1967 Bell was persuaded 
to be the first Professor of 
Chemistry at Stirling Universi- 
ty. He presided over the design 
and construction of a most el- 
egant laboratory and served 
on the University Court and on 
the Academic Council. He re- 
tired in 1975 but continued to 
take an interest in protons and 


Balliol. For instance more re- 
cently he described to the Bal- 
liol archivist, Dr John Jones, the 
occupation of the college by 
Chatham House during the 
Second World War. Bell was 
employed on the Danish desk 
and wrote, “One of my tri- 
umphs was to persuade the FO 
Establishment Officer that as a 
half-time employee I was enti- 
tled to twice as much leave as 
anyone else.” 

John After? 

Ronald Farcy Bell, chemist: bam 
24 November 1907: Fellow of 
Balliol College 1933-67; FRS 
1944; Professor of Chemistry, Stir- 
big University 1967-75 (Emeri- 
tus): FRSE 196S; Honorary 
Research Professor of Chem- 
istry, Leeds University 7976-82; 
married 1931 Margery West forte 
son); died Leeds 9 January 1996. 


Kaye Webb 


Readers of fortysoniethiag who 
were founder members of the 
Puffin Club formed an illustri- 
ous throng around Kaye Webb 
at the celebrations of Puffin 
Books’ 50th amuversaiy in 199L 
They were still thanking Webb 
who, as Publisher of Puffin 
Children’s Books and, particu- 
larly, through the medium of the 

Puffin Gob, had given them and 
many others as children fresh 
access to reading. Her enthusi- 
asm and drive made children’s 
books matter at a time when 
they were not part of “educa- 
tion'' but vary much the pre- 
serve of librarians, parents and 
children themselves. 

Kaye Webb was in almost all 
respects a larger-than-life char- 
acter. She was openly and eas- 
ily emotional but at heart 
enormously shrewd, backing 
successful hunches about both 
people and books; she was en- 
tertaining, for example in telling 
stories of her “fast” past - two 
husbands before she married 
the artist Ronald Searile; ex- 
acting to work for, demanding 
huge personal loyalty in equal 
measure to professional com- 
mitment; generous and ab- 
solutely tireless. Even when in 
great pain from the arthritis 
which dogged so much of her 
life, Webb would insist on join- 
ing in whatever was happening, 
being wheeled around by a raft 
of devoted followers. 

Her passion for pink, wear- 
ing it herself and eagerly fol- 
lowed by her staff in doing so 
in order to promote “Puffin- 
ness” at the amazing Puffin Ex- 
hibitions, and her desire to 
make sure that Puffins touched 
every aspect of a child’s life 
(Puffin holidays, the Puffin 
song, the Puffin drink), be- 
came almost obsessive and yet, 
it did serve the purpose she in- 
tended. Children and parents 
loved P uffins. 

\Msbb was perfectly shrewd in 
this. She recognised' that mar- 
keting children’s books was just 
as important as having the right 
books in the first place. 
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Webfc 'PufflrHUSss- 

C hildren’s Editor, Puffin Books 
in 1961. She had previously 
been editor of the Elizabethan , 
a children’s magazine appealing 
to much the same readership as 
Puffins. She had no publishing 
experience but she had great in- 
terest in chil dren and a strong 
belief in developing children as 
readers which sprang from her 
own childhood experience of 
sharing books with her mother. 

Books in general and paper- 
backs in particular were boom- 
ing in the 1960s, and children’s 
publishing was experiencing a 
golden age. Kaye Webb at Puf- 
fin was ahead of the game. 

Puffin acquired the paperback 
riehts to most of the best writ- 
ers of the time: PhiKppa Bsarce, 

Rosemary Sutcliff, William 
Mayne. Alan Gamer, GS. Lew- 
is. new authors such as Give 
King, whose Stig of the Dump 
(1963 ) was one of Wsbb’s most 
famous purchases, American 
authors such as James Thurber 
and Laura Ingalls Wilder - all 
of these became Puffin au- 
thors, promoted to the highest 
standards, and endowing the list 
with a reputation for quality that 
made it irresistible to parents 
who. by their commitment to 
buying books for children, 
did much to encourage the 
children's book business. 

Webb's involvement with 
P uffin started at an auspicious 

time, but she remained as sue- . 

cessful when the competition daughter; marriage dissolved 


other companies. Rights re- 
verted. Puffinlost some of its 
most famous names, induamg 
SbSy for Webb .h.Nar- 
nia stories, but. wth *wlpof 
her long-serving and devoted 
editors, she bought m 
the bright new names of the fu- 
ture. She began to 
risks, which gave, the l*t a 
fresher feeling entirely fitting 
with the fast-changing 
the late 1960s and early 1970s- 

The pub&ation of Roald Dahl s 

Charlie and the Chocolate Far- 
lor? m 1973 showed how she had 
remained perceptive about the 
tastes of children. 

Kaye Webb had a cbild-Uke 
enthusiasm and sense of tun 
herself and she wanted children 
to share it She recognised foe 
moral responsibility that chil- 
dren's books carry but her 
prime concern was that children 
should, in the widest sense, be 
entertained by books. 

Her influence on children’s 
reading was colossal. It was 
felt well beyond Puffin in Pen- 
guin. where she was a director, 
and in the world of childrens 
books, where she was a con- 
tributor to lhe Children’s Book 
Circle, foe Federation of Chil- 
dren’s Book Groups and the 
School Bookshop Association. 
She never lost her enthusiasm 
for books, authors or children 
and she went on foaring it. 

Julia Eccleshane 

Kaye Webb, writer and editor 
bom 26 January 1914; Assistant 
Editor, LiUiput 1941-47; theatre 
correspondent, the Leader 1947- 
49; features writer. News Chron- 
icle 1949-55; Editor, the 
Elizabethan 1955-58: Children 's 
Editor, Pugin Books and Pub- 
lishing Director, Children's Di- 
vision, Penguin Books 1961-79; 
Editor, Puiffin Post 7967-89: 
MBE 1974; Founder. Pugin Club 
1967: married first Christopher 
Brierley (marriage dissolved), 
secondly Andrew Hunter i mar- 
riage dissolved), thirdly 1946 
Ronald Searle (one son. one 




Professor Sir Edmund Happold 


Philip Dunleavy 


Ted Happold was an unusual 
figure* in the construction world: 
an engineer’s architect and an 
architect's engineer. "A world 
which sees art and engineering 
as divided is not seeing the 
world as a whole.” he wrote. 

His world-wide reputation 
stems from his creative and 
humane approach to structur- 
al design and his intimate 
involvement with the develop- 
ment of the new structural prin- 
ciples of celebrated modern 
buildings including the Pompi- 
dou Centre, F^ris (with Richard 
Rogers. Renzo Piano and two 
others he won the competition 
to design it in 1971). the Sams- 
bury Extension of Worcester 
College, Oxford (with the ar- 
chitects MacConnac Jameson 
and Prichard), the Crucible 
Theatre. Sheffield (with Renton 
Howard Wood Levin), and a 
succession of structures in Eu- 
rope and the Middle East in 
conjunction with the German 
architect Rolf Gutbrod and the 
architect/engineer and light- 
weight structure expert Frei 
Otto, both at Arup’s and later 
with Buro Happold. 

Born and educated in Leeds, 
Happold began his profession- 
al career working for a short 
time for the celebrated Finnish 
architect Alvar Aalto. After- 
wards he joined Ove Arup and 
Partners in 1956 when the struc- 
tural work for Basil Spence’s 
Coventry Cathedral and Jom 
Utzon’s Sydney Opera House 
was on the go in their London 
office. 


In 195S he left Arup’s for the 
United States, where he spent 
two yeans with the New York 
consultants Severed. Hstad and 
Kruger, and was particularly in- 
fluenced by Eero Saarinen’s 
organically curved, tensile- 
roofed David S. Ingalls Ice 
Hockey Stadium at Yale, which 
he worked on. He returned to 
London and to Arup’s in 1961 
where he headed the radical 
unit known as ■‘Structures 3” un- 
til 1976. That year be founded 
Buro Happold, Bath, a practice 
that today has a staff of 200, and 
several other offices in Britain 
and abroad. The New York of- 
fice is currently completing 
lightweight structures for the 
Atlanta Olympics, while the 
British offices are working with 
Sir Norman Foster on the 
Faisal Foundation Complex in 
Riyadh. 

During Happolds time at 
Arup’s an impressive portfolio 
of structural engineering work 
was built up in which he became 
actively involved with the design 
teams from Sir Basil Spence's 
office (then working on Sussex 
University and Knightsbridge 
Barracks), and wiih Ted Hol- 
lam by and Lambeth Borough 
Council (on Central Hill Hous- 
ing). He worked on a confer- 
ence centre in Riyadh with 
Trevor Dannatt (1966), and on 
another (with a hotel) using 
lightweight tensile structures 
at Mecca (also 1966) with Rolf 
Gutbrod and Frei Otto (hat won 
a major Aga Khan Award. 

Happold often spoke of the 



Happold: a man wftft ideas 


debt he owed to Professor 
James Gordon of Reading Uni- 
versity and his analysis of the bi- 
ological and organic nature of 
structure and to his dose friend- 
ship with Frei Otto, who further 
stimulated his interest in light- 
weight tensile structures. His re- 
mark of Otto, “He never stops 
learning and thinking, and the 
results of that transcend fash- 
ion”, could as easily be applied 
to Happold himself. 

The work with Gutbrod and 
Otto included the highly re- 
garded Diplomatic Club, 
Riyadh (1986) that fused mod- 
ern constructional techniques 
with a traditional tented exte- 
rior and high protecting wails as 
well as the lightweight tong-span 
Sports Hall for King Abdul 
Aziz at Jeddah (1977) and the 
sensuously shaped Mannheim 
Garden Show Pavilions ( 1 975). 


With Otto and Richard Burton 
of ABK (Ahrend Burton Ko- 
ralek) he also contributed to an 
experiment in the use of green 
timbers for structural purposes 
at John Makepeace's Furni- 
ture Training School, at Hooke 
Park, Dorset. 

He made three important en- 
gineering innovations: the “um- 
brella” at Mecca, fan-shaped, 
hanging roof forms stabilised by 
the dead weight of cladding and 
insulation; the two layers of grid 
shells (themselves designed by 
Otto) in the Mannheim pavil- 
ions, used to give them strength 
against budding; and, at the 
Munich Aviary, stainless-steel 
woven metal introduced to 
produce a free -shape organic 
support to bear the weight of 
snow. 

From 1976, when he became 
Professor of Building Engi- 
neering, and occasional Head of 
the School of Architecture and 
Engineering, at Bath Universi- 
ty, HappoW’s enthusiasms were 
brought into focus for two new 
generations of students from 
both disciplines. He contributed 
to the new and tympathetic un- 
derstanding - and synthesis of 
ideas -so clearly observable be- 
tween architects and engineers 
over the past few years through 
bis involvement in numerous 
bodies: on boards, working 
groups, committees and juries, 
including acting as the first 
chairman of the influential Con- 
struction Industry Council. He 
brought together representa- 
tives of many persuasions with- 


in the construction industry in 
a non-adversarial manner, in 
line with his own Quaker 
background. 

Ted Happold was a man with 
ideas, a stimulating ability to 
convey them and to solve prob- 
lems. Who could forget the 
lengthy and often incredibly 
funny descriptions he would 
give of a problem recently 
solved, or his infectious enthu- 
siasm for folding alternative 
solutions to other seemingly in- 
tractable problems? He dealt as 
capably with business matters as 
with theoretical and creative 
questions. Recently he came up 
with a sensible cost proposal in 
less than 24 hours on a rather 
complicated job my office was 
about to undertake - chiding 
me, “Give me a bit longer next 
time”. 

Dennis Sharp 

Edmund Happold, engineer: 
bom Leeds 8 November 1930; Se- 
nior Engineer, then -Associate, lat- 
er Executive Partner. Ove Arup & 
Partners 1960-76; Senior Partner, 
Buro Happold 1976-96; Profes- 
sor of Building Engineering. 
Bath University 1976-96 ; Vice- 
President, Institute of Structural 
Engineers 1982-86, Gold Medal- 
list 1992; RD1 1983; FEng 1983; 
Chairman, Construction Indus- 
try Council 1988-91; Vice- 
President , Royal Society of Arts 
7997-96; Senior Fellow, Roval 
College of Art 1993 ; Kt 1994; 
married 1967 Evelyn Matthews 
f two sons); died Bath 12 
January 1996 


The development of Cardiff as 
a major Western European city 
owes much to Philip Dunleavy. 

He was elected to the City 
Council in 1962 - barely seven 
years after Cardiff was official- 
ly designated the capital of 
Whies. Much needed to be 
done to restore foe fortunes of 
foe once great port. Cardiff suf- 
fered its share of air-raids dur- 
ing foe Second World War: one 
attack on 2 January 1941 killed 
165 and rased parts of the city. 
The run-down of coal exports 
made things worse. By 1993 
when Dunleavy was awarded 
foe Freedom of Cardiff a trans- 
formation had taken place and 
foe seal was set on his lifelong 
commitment to public service. 

Born in Cardin, he joined foe 
Post Office in 1930 at foe age 
of 14. Apart from war service as 
a military policeman he re- 
mained there until retiring as an 
executive officer in 1975. 



Dunleavy: politics in Cardiff 


He became leader of the 
city council in 1974, a particu- 
larly challenging period due to 
extensive local government re- 
organisation. He held the post 
until 1976. returning for a sec- 
ond spell as leader from 1979 
to 1982. He also served as an 
elected member of South 
Glamorgan County Council 
from 1974 to 1981. 

A long-serving member of the 
Labour Party, Dunleavy was un- 
sparing in his efforts to move 
Cardiff into the league of suc- 
cessful cities where commerce, 
culture and foe people’s well- 
being blend successfully. People 
came first Long before it was 
fashionable he campaigned for 
the release of land in the old 
docks area for housing. He was 
a champion of St David's Hall 
- a city-centre building com- 
bining a concert hall, restau- 
rants, space for art exhibitions 
and commercial promotions, 
(for many years the city centre 
was congested, a circumstance 
not helped by a network of 
trams. Under foe eye of the City 
Fathers streets were pedestri- 
anised and tree-planting and 
signage schemes started. 

The preservation and im- 
provement of Cardiff Castle in 
foe heart of the city owes much 
to Dunleavy’s enthusiasm. He 
called in craftsmen to cany 
out restoration work of the 
building, which stands in Bute 
Park, named after the first Mar- 
quess of Bute who at foe end of 
foe 18th century began revital- 
ising foe castle. In 1948 foe fifth 


marquess gave foe castle and its 
grounds to foe counciL which 
uses it for civic functions, re- 
ceptions and trade promotions. 
The National Ice Rink, home of 
the Cardiff Devils, one of 
Britain’s leading ice hockey 
teams, also benefited from his 
persuasive lobbying. 

Philip Dunleavy was Lord 
Mayor of Cardiff from 19S2 to 
1983, and then retired from lo- 
cal government service. His de- 
votion to helping those in need 
continued, with youth clubs, 
housing associations and foe 
Gtizen’s Advice Bureaux being 
among those to benefit. 

He leaves behind a legacy 
some consider as important as 
his contribution to civic affairs 
- the encouragement of new 
generations of Labour politi- 
cians in Wales's capital. Aftin 
Michael, MP for Cardiff South 
and Penarth and an opposition 
home affairs spokesman, who 
served alongside Dunleavy as a 
city councillor, described” him 
as “an* inspiration”. “He tow- 
ered over Cardiff's political 
landscape,” be said. 

Tony Heath 

Philip Dunleavy, local politi- 
cian: bom Cardiff 5 October 
1915; member, Cardiff City 
Council 7962-83, Leader 1974- 
76 1979-82 ; member. South 
Glamorgan County Council 
1974-81; OBE 7978, CBE 1983; 
Lord Mayor of Cardiff 1982-83; 
married 1936 Valerie Partridge 
(two sons, two daughters); died 
Cardiff 13 January 1996 


BIRTHS 

ASKWITH: On 13 January 1996, to 
CUuu (nee Crowley) and Richard, a 
son. Edward Mark Brodie. a broth- 
er for Isabel. 

DEATHS 

FELLOWS: Harold Alwyn, of 
Sproaghlon, Ipswich and formerly of 
Frfcslcd. cm 14 January 1996, suddenly 
and peacefully, wMa on holiday- Hus- 
band of lhe late Doreen and of Mar- 
caret. father of William, David, 
Nicholas and Andrew. A much-kwd 
and devoted husband, father, stepfa- 
iter and grandfather, who will be sad- 
ly missed. Funeral arrangements to be 
announced later. 

McSWEENEY. Terence, KCHS MB 
BCh BAO (NUT) MCb MCh lOrth) 
FRGS FACS. Formerly Director of 
Spina) Injuries Unit. Orthopaedic 
Hospital, Oswestry, and Orthopaedic 
Surgeon. Leighton Hospital, Crewe. 
Died peacefully on 14 January 1996. 
Funeral service at Si Mary's Parish 
Church, Namwkh. on Ihcsday 3 Jan- 
uary at lpm. Donations in his mem- 
ory to (The Treasurer). Wbrid 
Orthopaedic Association, 35-43 Lin- 
coln's Inn Fields, London WC2A 
3PN. Any enquiries to FJ. Thsrdder 
and Son, Funeral Directors 01270 
626653. 

RASCHID: Fbtima (DawThoung May). 
Med 85, in Quincy, Pennsylvania, on 
Tuesday Hi January. Beloved wife of 
lhe late Burmese Muslim leader U 
Raschid. Indefatigable champion of 
the poor, the sick and the oppressed; 
President of the National Council of 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

Tbc FrinccM ofWnlt, bunches CUIdUne's 1 0th 
BrtidsvAfipealai iheSawy Had, Lnaluo WCt 
Priftee ttfnnL Cfciinnan of the Inicnunenai 
Coanri. lhe Dul* of Edabunfa’i Award, mends 
o imouatim <rf GoW Awh» me FtoUcnr 

of Ireland. fDOiMLi] by Lhe Pnsfckta's Award lOih 

n^al. AuotMhe Home Am 'Dust. JUemHi a K- 
«pa™> far mural md pnjipciti*c Patnmv Baf- 
ci. Lomtoo WJ; as Fmikju at ftmns Crinx, 1 
Canotra. vtas Kumwgrou wl Cbebea Safe Cities 


Births, 

Marriages 

& Deaths 

+ 

Women in Burma. Mother of Mr Bi- 
lal Rasdrid. architect, of McLean, Vir- 
ginia, and Dr Salman Raschid, 
psyefafatrin. of Hampstead, London. 
Greatly adored mother, grandmoth- 
er and great crandmotber. Tbejanaza 
(funeral) will take place, God willing, 
in Karachi. Pakistan -where she win 
be laid to rest beside her husband. 
RaJimaUtBah-cUaihinia;mxr the mer- 
cy of God be upon them. Rjr further 
information contact Mrs Rosa 
Raschid (Daw Tin Tin Sann) at the 
Burmese Section, BBC Warld Service. 
0171-257 1545. 

WEBB: Kaye. Puffin peacefully on 16 
January 1996. Dearly fcwed mother of 
John mid Kate and devoted grand- 
mother of Danny. Private family fn- 
neraL AH enquiries (a R£ Sherry, 25 
Bell Street, London NW1, 0171-723 
042 5. A Memorial Service will be 
arranged for Inter in the year. 

Announcements lor Gazette BOOHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS should be 
sent In writing to the Gazette Editor; 
The Indneadcn, 1 Canada Square, Ca- 
nary Wharf, London E14 SDL, tele- 

S honed to 0171-293 2011 or tsaA to 

171-293 2010, and *re charged at £fL50 
a line (VAT extra). 


ftroecn. DanirrTbwcj. Bad EsUie and 
Chelsea Ton Mill, LooAw SW3:and as Parroa, 
the Duiki "Oust, \Tcwt in aJuMrioa sod smash 
a reception for HMP Sendee Sul! at CMud 
Haute, London SWL 

Changing or the Guard 

The HotucboM Carohy Mourned Rcpmcni 
mounts (fe Queen' i LifeuiuidiiiflncGiim 
1 Ism; 7 CVnnun CoUneam Gua* swum dw 

ODatisCnianLalBadsinuiiuwiPalaMjlljaiin. 

bond tmmdrd bj the Irfah Gnanti. 


Birthdays 

Chief Emeka Anyaoku, Secretary- 
General of the Commonwealth. 63; 
Air Marshal Sir Alfred Bali, 75: Mr 
Robert Banks MP, 59: Mr Peter 
Beardsley, footballer, 35; Dr David 
Bellamy, botanist, 63: Mr John Boor- 
man, film director, 63; Mr Raymond 
Briggs, author and illustrator, 62; Mr 
David Burke, Chief Constable, North 
Yorkshire, 57; Mr John Can, fanner 
Chairman, Countryside Commis- 
sion of Scotland, 69; Mr Kevin Cost- 
ner, actor, 41; Mr Richard 
Dunwoody, jockey, 32; Mr Christian 
Fittipaldi, racing driver, 25; Sir Roc- 
ro Parte, chief executive, Forte, 51; 
Mr Paul Freeman, actor, 53; Sir 
William Goodhart QC 63; Mr 
Berthold Goldschmidt, composer 
and conductor. 93: Mr David Grant, 
Lord-Lieutenant or County Durham, 
74; Miss Dawn Guinness, former 
Headmistress of Felixstowe College, 
50; Mr James Harm, chairman, Scot- 
tish Nuclear, 63; Sir William Hard- 
ing, former diplomat. 69; Mr Robert 
Hides MR 58; Mr Tbntace Higgins 
MP. fanner Olympic athlete, 68; Ml 
John Hougham, chairman, ACAS, 
59, Mr David HoweO MP, 60, Mr 
John Hume MP, MEP, 59; Mr Ed- 
ward James; former diplomat. 79; 
Dame Jennifer Jenkins, tenner 
Chainnan, the National Thitt, 75; IWfr 
Paul Keating, prime minister of Aus- 
tralia, 52; Mr Martin Laing, chair- 
man, John Laing, 54; Sir Godfrey Le 
Ouesne, Judge of Conns of Appeal, 
Jersey and Guernsey, 72; Sir Peter 
Preston, deputy chainnan, Care 
Britain, 74: Sir Nigel Strutt, fanner 
and landowner, w, Sir Waller Ver- 
CO, former secretary, Order of the 
Garter, 89; Sir Ralph Vemey, former 
Vice Lord-Lieutenant of Bucks, 81; 
Sir Clive Whitmore, former Perma- 
nent Under-Secretary of State, 


Home Office, 61; Sir Alan Whs no me, 
former director. Exchange and Thde 
Relations Dept, IMF, New York, 70. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Peter Mark Roget, lexicog- 
rapher, 1779; Alan Alexander MBne, 
author, 1882; Arthur Mitchell Ran- 
some, aide and writer. 1884; Oliver 
NorveQ Hardy, comedian. 1892; Cary 
Grant (Archibald Alexander Leach), 
actor, 1904. Deaths: Joseph Rudyaid 
Kipling, author, 1936; Sydney Green- 
street, actor, 1954; Hugh Todd Nay- 
lor Gaitskell, statesman, 1963; Sir 
Cecil Whiter Hardy Beaton, design- 
er and photographer, 1980. On this 
day: Hraiy VH pf Lancaster and Eliz- 
abeth of Yoric were married, 14#6; the 
German Rdch ms proclaimed in the 
Hall of Mirrors at the Palace of ^ Ver- 
sailles, 187L Today is the Feast Day 
of Si Peters Chair, Rome, St Desle 
or Deicolns, St Prisca or Priscilla and 
St Volusian. 

Lectures 

late Gaflery: Colin Self talks about 
his work, lpm. 

National Portrait Galfery: Andrew 
Logan, “An Artistic Adventure", 

l.iopm. 

Centre for Economic Policy Re- 
search Lecture, Royal Society , Lon- 
don SWJ: Data’ Rodrik. “Growth 
Policy: getting interventions right; 
how South Korea and Thfwnn grew 
rich". 130pm. 

Professor James Meade 

A celebration of lie life and work of 

Professor James Edward Meade will 
be held on Saturday 2 March 1996 
at 230pm in the chapel of Trinity 
College, Cambridge. 


Director responsible for company’s negligence 


Williams and another v Natural 
Life Health Foods Ltd and 
another; Queen’s Bench 
Division (Mr Justice Langley); 

1 December 1995 

A director of a company was 
personally liable to the plain- 
tiffs for the loss caused by foe 
company’s negligent misstate- 
ment where, although the di- 
rector had no direct contact 
with the plaintiffs, foe compa- 
ny was selling his personal ex- 
perience and skiD and be could 
be taken to have assumed a 
personal duty to foe plaintiffs. 

Mr Justice Langley gave 
judgment for foe plaintiffs 
against the second defendant in 
the sum of £84,641. 

Hie plaintiffs entered into a 
franchise agreement relating to 
the operation of a health-food 
shop with foe first defendant 
company of which the second 
defendant was the owner and 
managing director. The com- 
pany’s brochure described its 
experience and expertise in 
establishing a viable franchise 
business as based on the second 
defendant's experience. 

Financial projections were 
provided for the plaintiffs. The 
plaintiffs fod not deal with foe 
second defendant but expect- 
ed foe projections to have his 
personal stamp of approval- For 


LAW REPORT 
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18 January 1996 


foe 18 months of the shop's op- 
era lion as a franchise, it 
achieved a turnover of 
£248,000 against foe projection 
of £430,250 and a loss of 
£38,600 agains t a projected 
proft of £30,000. The plaintiffs’ 
net capital loss from investing 
in foe business amounted to 
£84,64 L 

The defendant conroany had 
been dissolved and the plain- 
tiffs pursued their claim in 
negligence against the second 
defendant. 

Gerard rim Tonder (Williams & Co) 
for the plaintiffs; Michael Bloch 
(Tmhowans) for the second 
defendant. 

Mr Justice Langley said that 
foe first issue was whether the 
defendant company was itself 
liable to the plaintiffs by mak- 
ing negligent misstatements or 
giving negligent advice in foe 
projections. The company was 
in a relationship with foe plain- 
tiffs in which its advice on foe 
financial viability of foe pro- 
posed franchise was a vital 
part of the service it offered and 

it knew and intended that that 
advice would be relied on by foe 
plain tiffs. 


The sales projections proved 
to be very seriously over- 
stated. The company was in 
breach of its duty of care to see 
that the projections given to foe 
plain rife were correct or prop- 


ie most important issue 
was whether foe second de- 
fendant was personally liable to 
the plaintiffs. It was clear from 
the authorities that the feet that 
a director was the effective con- 
troller and owner of a compa- 
ny was insufficient of itself to 
fee him with a personal liabili- 
ty for torts committed by foe 
company and that what was re- 
quired for such Uabflhy was that 
the director must have ex- 
pressly directed or procured 
commission of the tortious act. 

He was entitled not to be de- 
prived of the benefit of limit- 
ed liability when acting in foe 
business of foe company. It was 
personal responsibility for foe 
tort, not foe company, which 
was required to render a 
director liable. 

Tb find foe second defendant 
personally liable he must there- 
fore either have directed or 
procured the production of 
foe projections to foe plaintiffc 


in circumstances where he vi 
personally negligent in doi 
so, or he roust have assumei 
personal responsibility to t 
plaintiffs for their preparati 
with reasonable stall and ca 
notwithstanding that foe pla 
tiffs were dealing with t 
company. 

It was important that wl 
the company had to sell was t 
second defendant’s persoi 
knowledge and skill. 

On the totality of the e 
dence, with a business whi 
was based and presented as t 
ing based on foe second d 
fendant’s personal experii 
and experience, the secoi 
defendant did assume, and w 
reasonably to have been tab 
to have assumed, a person 
duty to foe pl aintiffc 

Although there was little < 
contact between him ai 
the plaintiffs, the totality of tl 
evidence established that tl 
Second defendant had perso 
ally directed the presentatk 
to the plaintiffc of the proje 
tions or assumed a personal r 
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knowledge that foe plain 
would rely on the proi 
nis personal 
and experience. 

Yfrag Hal ’Dul, Barrister 
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news analysis 



The Chechens 

T he name comes from a 
village where a famous 
battle took place between tbe 
Russians and the Chechens in 
1732. Tbe Chechens call 
themselves Noth chi. The 
society at thaltime was 
remarkable for its lack of class 
distinctions: there were no 
differences in rank apart from 
those of age. Chechens 
convened to Islam in the 17lh 
century. They number almost 
a million - mostly within the 
borders of Chechnya itself, but 


with a large population living 
in Moscow, and 25,000 living 
in Turkey (hence this week’s 
seizing of a Turkish ferry). 
Chechen mafias played a k 
role in the mafia turf wars u 
erupted in Moscow after the 
collapse of Communism. To 
some extent, the widespread 
Russian perception of “every 
Chechen a gangster” has been 
encouraged by the Kremlin 
itself, keen to stoke the fires 
of resentment against the 
upstart nation. 


The history 

T he Russians have never 
had a happy relationship 
with the Chechens, to put it 
mildly. In 1814, the Russian 
governor of the Caucasus 
warned Tsar Alexander I 
that the Chechens, “by their 
example of independence, 
can inspire a rebellious 
spirit even among the most 

faithful subjects of the 
empire”. Consequently, the 
governor said, he “would 
find no peace while a sing 16 


Who are these peo 


Are there other Chechnyas 
waiting to happen? 

T he Caucasus is full of 
unexploded time bom 


RUSSIA 


: bombs. 

There has been a clutch of 
wars in the past few years, 
including in Abkhazia, a 
breakaway region of the 
former Soviet republic of 
Georgia, and between the 
Armenians and Azeris, over 
the enclave of Nagorny 
Karabakh, in Azerbaijan. 
The huge number of 
different ethnic groups 
means that each sub- 
division and declaration of 
independence is liable Lo be 
followed by a sub-sub- 
division, by yet another 

How they 
make their 
living: 

O Q holds the key. 

Chechnya has its own 
oil wells and refineries. But 
more significant is an oil 


threatened minority. 
Chechnya's neighbour, 
Dagestan, remains unstable, 
and violence continues in 
nearby Ossetia. 

Further afield, the closest 
potential equivalent to 
Chechnya is the republic of 
Tatarstan, in centra] Russia, 
whicb declared 
independence from 
Moscow, but which has 
theoretically reached an 
accommodation with the 
Kremlin. It is unclear 
whether the long-term 
danger of violence has been 
averted. 


igNovorossiisk 


®Budennovsk 
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Sea 




Chechen remained alive . 

The Chechens conmw^j 0 

resist TSarist occupation at a 
time when other nation * 
the Caucasus had 

under. Throughout the vwu 

of the Caucasus, from 18 1 ' 

tol864,ther^W)nidno; 

come fully undeTM<WJ»* s 
control- Tolstoy, based on 

his experiences as a soldier 

in the Caucasian wars, 
wrote: “No one spoke of 

hatred of the Russians. TO 
feeling experienced by all 
the Chechens from the 
youngest to the oldest was 
stronger than hate. 

The last 19 th-century 
Chechen rebellion was m 
1877. But the Bolsheviks 
found it almost as difficult as 
the TSarists to subdue the 
Chechens. Promises of 
independence were q 11 ^ 
forgotten after the Russian 
revolution of 1917 (hEt«y 

would repeat itself when the 

Soviet empire collapsed 
more than 80 years later). 

The Republic of the 
North Caucasus Mountains 

brought together the 

Chechens and half a dozen 


Grozny® Gudermes 


other Caucasian nations, but 
outside the newly created 
Soviet Russia. However, 

Stalin had little time for 
Chechen aspirations for 
independence. In 1934, the 
Cbechen-Ingush Auton- 
omous Region (later an 
autonomous republic) was 
created, firmly within the 
Soviet embrace. 

The Chechen refusal to 
be nailed down by Moscow 

was as strong as ever. 

Officially because they bad 
collaborated with the Naas 

- in reality, as punishment 
for their national aspirations 

- Stalin ordered mass 
deportations of the 
Chechens in 1944. 

Chechnya's inhabitants were 
rounded up and deported 
en masse to Siberia and 
Kazakhstan; nearly half the 

population died. This 

wound has never healed. In 
1957 Khrushchev’s dc- 
Stabilisation of the Soviet 
Union got under way and 
Chechens were allowed to 
return to their homeland. 
Things remained resentfully 
quiet for the next 30 years. 

Research by Ben Summers 
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Sea port of Novorossiisk, 
and thence to the West 
Some argue that this 
pipeline was tbe reason 
Russia wanted to fight the 
war in the first place. 

Others argue that the war 
had more to do with 
Russia's sense of national 
importance, and its 
indignation at being 
humiliated by a smaller, 
breakaway nation. 

Chechnya is still heavily 
agricultural. The other 
main industries are natural 
eas, food processing and 
furniture. Muscovites are 
fond of claiming the 
Chechens are at the heart 
of the arms trade across the 
former Soviet Union. 

Ploughing tea-fields 
(above) in the 1940s. 
Chechen fighter (far 
right) 

Dzokhar Dudayev (above 
right) 
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Are they war-mongering gangsters or Conflict after Communism 

oppressed freedom fighters? Steve Crawshaw TSgSS£u£ 
provides a complete guide to the Chechens 

The political background 

PS 


political parties are virtually 

^ non-existent Clan 
loyalties are still important 
The Chechens’ main leader, 
now holed up in the hills, 
remains the former Soviet air 
force general, 52-year-old 
Dzokhar Dudayev, who was 

elected in 1991. With his 
pencil moustache and 
absurdly grand manner, 
Dudayev seemed, until the 
invasion of Chechnya, to be 
an almost laughable figure. 
But the invasion raised local 
sympathy for him, even 


among those who had been 
critical of his megalomaniac 
tendencies. Dudayev was 
based in Estonia, where he 
headed an air base in tbe 

town of Tartu. He 


One man who hopes he still 

has a political future in the 

region is the Chechen Ruslan 

Khasbulatov, the former 
speaker of the Russian 

_ _*■ 4 «ikn TTlAUpH 


Theoretically, Chechnya 
held elections at the same 
time as the rest of the Russian 
Federation last month. But 

TiT these elections had little real ** 

i * effect on the counuy’s chaos 

prominence when he refused rebels seized Gud <j™^ & anti-Gorbachev 

to fire on pro-independence (Je^yasserond to^on STof aLsi 1991), to 

s&sBSsE*" sr tr ». 

S2SS&K “5is ,beis 

Kreraliifalfy against Dudayev. 


campaigners in tbe Baltic 
states. Aslan Maskhadov, the 
Chechen rebel military 
commander, also plays an 
im portant role. He warned 
yesterday that the Chechens 
might spread their war further 
into Russia proper. 


at a time when declarations 
of independence were 
multiplying across the 
Soviet Union. When 
Mikhail Gorbachev was still 
in the Kremlin, Boris 

Yeltsin was in favour of 
people helping themselves 
lo as much independence as 
they wanted. But when Mr 
Yeltsin himself became the 
ruler of the Kremlin, he 
soon changed his tune. 

The first sign of the new 
policy came in November 
1991, when the Soviet 
Union had not yet officially 
collapsed. Mr Yeltsin sent 
hundreds of troops in 
against the Chechen 
pro-independence 
leadership, led by Dzokhar 
Dudayev. In the next three 


years there was a stand-off 
between the two sides. 
Dudayev proclaimed his 
country’s independence 
though in practice he 
gained almost nothing. 

In December 1994, 

Russian troops moved in to 
crush Chechen 
independence. Tbe Kremlin 
seemed to believe that it 

could carry out a surgical 

operation. In reality, it look 
until February 1995 to 
subjugate Chechnya 
entirely, in a bloody and 
misconceived operation. 
Tens of thousands, mostly 
civilians, are reckoned to 
have died. As the author 
Alexander Solzhenitsyn 
noted, in Gulag Archipelago, 

the Chechens were the only 
nation that “refused to 
accept the psychology of 


submission”. By the spring 
of last year, Grozny was, 
theoretically, in Russian 

hands but in reality a 

low-level guerrilla war was 
still going on. The Russians 
were hated as never before. 

In June, armed rebels 
stormed the southern 
Russian town of 
Budyonnovsk. Dozens of 
people died in a failed 
Russian rescue bid before 
the Chechen attackers were 
allowed to return home, 
humiliating Yeltsin. 

A peace deal was 
theoretically agreed in July, 
but neither side took the 
agreement very seriously. 

Indeed, the Chechen 
rebels became bolder as the 
year went on, culminating 
with the hostage crisis this 
week. 



Musical 

chairs 

Wanted: one chairman for insti- 
tution without a home m ly “f 
and the subject of a less- than - 
complimentary fly-on-the-wall 
TV documentary. Candidate 
must be able to cope with being 

called elitist, out of touch and 
middle class. 

It may not appear the most 
desirable job in the world; but 
the Royal Opera House wiU 
need a new chairman when the 
present incumbent Angus atir- 
lino, steps down this summer. 
| kifdforWl its pitMls there wffi 
* be no shortage of cmdrfates 

for one of the establishments 

to watch for may 
be Gummer - not John, for 
merly John Selwyn of that 
name, but his brother Peter. 



Summer: sticky options 


Mr Gummer is known to be 
close to the Prime Minister, 
who must make this appoint- 
ment He is also chairman of 
one of the world's biggest PR 
companies, Shandwick pic. No 
problem there. His other role, 
though, may make things a bit 
sticky. He is, at present chair- 
man of the Arts Councils 
National Lottery Advisory 
Panel, the selfsame panel which 
recently awarded the Royal 
Opera House £78m- Some of 
the smaller arts organisations 
that have missed out on lottery 
money may feel aggrieved if the 
man who has doled out the cash 
to the Royal Opera House ends 
up taking the chairmanship 

there. _ 

Quite what one of these fly- 

on-the-wall documentaries 
would make of it all, I can t 
think. 

Song of praise 

lnotk*thattheBBCtndtofw 

the France versos Eng *®” 1 
game in Paris this co^ng^ 

Sday is accompanied by toe 

stsrjs-s 

^^bestyfeh-Sowpot 



No faith in Belgian singing 


way to deal with that curious 
Nineties phenomenon, the 
stalker. The magazine Tune 
Out reports that Evans spied 
Neil Sean, a chap who spends 
his time seeking out celebrities 
to haw his picture taken with 
them. Evans told him he recog- 
nised him, which mortified 
Sean, who claimed indignantly; 
“But I'm supposed to be recog- 
nising vou." This, I’m sure, 
would have beeD the best way 
to un-nerve the men following 
Madonna and Princess Anne - 
continually go up to them and 
hafl them. A much more eff ec- 
tive deterrent than a police 
caution. 


on this very onbip piece of 
music which is in French- 
Only problem is. The Staging 
Nun was Belgian. So t haf s 

insulting the French as unstyl- — 

ish, and the Belgians by calling 

than French and descranng p i nuhllSher 
their onlv British hit as nnhip- IcL pUUUOUt 
After all that, let’s hope we win 
the rugby. 


find her a small dog as a com- 
panion. 

Apparently back borne m 
California Tan has acquired a 
small Yorkshire Tferrion known 
as Bubba, who travels every- 
where with her. Whilst on tour 
be even gets his supper served 
off a silver tray. 

She told her publisher she 

had almost decided not to come 
because she couldn't bring 
Bubba, bnt eventually decided 

that she could cope as long as 

a small British dog was found 
to keep her company. 

The hunt is now on, although 
Harper Collins personnel 
department is not even sure 

that animals are allowed inside 

their building. “We prefer to 
water all the greenery mom 
atrium ourselves," one staff 
member observed. 


Funny stalk 

The comedian Lee Evans may 
have stumbled on a suitable 


The publisher, Harper Coffins, 

is not best pleased by the tat- . - 

est request from flnf SI |OD 

author of The Jay Luck Chib, UUL UJ. 

Amy Ta®;. Michael Headline's pi 

Senses, unless the publishers 



Lae Evans, an unfikdy stalker 


iremature 
je unem- 

annuuuw;ui»,m 

ployment figures on Tbesday 
had one unfortunate result. 
Yesterday there were no staff 
manning the Department of 
Education and Unemploy- 
ment's information line. 
Callers were met with an ansa- 

phone. „ .. 

“I can only conclude, said an 
annoyed Labour parliamentary 
candidate who had wanted to 
know the figures for his con- 
stituency, “that things are so 
bad that even the Civil Service 
has lost people." 

Eagle Eye 


Generation Why 

by Tonj Reeve and Steve Way 
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Chechnya is not 
the West’s cause 


F or two centuries Russia has struggled 
to impose its win upon the turbulent 
Caucasus: it is only with the violence of 
the past week that its vendetta against the 
Chechens has demanded the world's 
attention. It's probably a bit late to get 
morally high handed. 

Yesterday the Russian Army was lay- 
ing down another murderous artillery bar- 
rage quite likely to kill the Chechen gun- 
men and their innocent hostages in a 
village of southern Russia. 

At the same time a small group of 
Chechens, or their supporters, were 
aboard a hijacked ferry, with another 
group of blameless victims, sailing along 
the Black Sea coast of Turkey with the 
intention of blowing up the vessel, its pas- 
sengers and themselves in the Bosporus. 

The consequences of Moscow’s war in 
the Caucasus have crossed the borders of 
Russia and that means two difficult issues 
must be confronted. The first is whether 
the brutal methods adopted to suppress the 
Chechen independence campaign should 
provoke sanctions horn the West and. if so. 
in what form. The second is whether the 
ruthless Chechen tactics against Chilians 
deny their movement political legitimacy' 
and place the perpetrators among the 
ranks of international terrorists. 

For Russia, the war in Chechnya was 
both a strategic necessity and a political 
disaster. Necessary, because in Russian 
eyes stability’ in the south could only be 
maintained by compulsion and because 
Russia’s rulers want to control the region's 
oil resources, in particular a strategic 
pipeline running across the republic. It 
proved disastrous because the Russian 
armed forces displayed ineptitude and 
cruelty. Negotiations for a peaceful set- 
tlement had already faltered when 
Chechen gunmen committed their latest 
outrage. Boris Yeltsin was left with no pol- 
icy other than a belated and barely cred- 
ible show of strength. At the very’ leasL 
Russia should be told by the West that a 


political solution must be found to the 
Chechen conflict. The opportunity to 
convey that message will come as eariy as 
next week when the Russians apply to join 
the 3S nations of Council of Europe. It is 
not an application that should be readily 
accepted at the moment 

However, glibly condemning Russia's 
intentions in the Caucasus is a luxury. Not 
one foreign power formally endorses the 
pretensions to independence of a 
Chechen clique notable for gangsterism 
and corruption. Chechnya remains in 
international law a part of the Russian 
Federation. The awful example of 
Yugoslavia should be atthe front of our 
minds whenever we are tempted to toy 
with encouraging the break-up of feder- 
ations to create states based on ethnic 
identity. 

Conflicts in the Caucasus have been 
typified by cruelty since the Imam Sbamyl 
sent his horsemen against the Czar's 
generals armed only with sabres. In 1943. 
the Chechens staged an uprising in sup- 
port of Hitler's Wehrmacht when it 
reached the gates of Grozny. Stalin retal- 
iated by deporting the entire population 
to central Asia. 

The long local history of savagery 
means we should judge the hijacking of 
the Turkish ferry for exactly what it is - 
an act of terrorism. 

Nor should any comfort be extended to 
any Chechens who imagine that by such 
acts they can replicate the cause of the 
Palestinians in achieving international 
involvement with their dispute. Neither 
history nor law are on their side. Chechen 
fantasies that the West might be per- 
suaded to intervene on its behalf should 
be dispelled without further ado. There 
is already a mission to Chechnya, under- 
taken by the Organisation for Security and 
Co-operation in Europe. The West is right 
to complain about Russian methods but 
we have no interest in Chechen inde- 
pendence nor. asycL in Yeltsin's defeaL 


On your bike, 
Duchess 


■yesterday the chief executive of 
I Britain’s l 


. most prestigious outfit got 
tough. She let it be known that the com- 
pany was not prepared to bail out one of 
its most wayward loss-making subsidiaries. 
The word was that it was time for this par- 
ticular offshoot to swnd on its own two 
feet and to take responsibility for itself. 

In taking this line Her Majesty the 
Queen was exerting the leadership that 
the beleagured monarchy requires from 
her. Delayering and downsizing is finally 
coming to the Royal Family, having swept 
through most other British corporations 
of note. 

It started in 1993 when the Queen 
finally accepted the political importance 
of paying tax and did some long overdue 
thinning out of the civil list to remove 
extraneous hangers-on. Late last year she 
finally bit the bullet and stepped into her 
son's disastrous marriage by trying to pro- 
cure a long-overdue divorce between the 
Prince and Princess of Wiles. Now she has 
let the Duchess of York know that she is 
on her own with her debts. 

Quite right, but rather late. It will seem 
incredible to most people that a woman 
in her mid-thirties can squander a huge 
separation settlement, substantial book 
royalties and a generous allowance for her 
children, and then go more than a million 
quid into the red. 

It is some kind of testimony to the com- 


pany that the Duchess of York keeps that 
she could be financially stretched and yet 
jet off for the kind of holidays and shop- 
ping trips that 99 per cent of her mother- 
in-law's subjects can barely imagine. 
There is a lack of realism and responsi- 
bility there that boggles the mind. 

But Her Majesty must also ask herself 
how all this has come about. How did 
Sarah Ferguson come to expect the 
lifestyle of an international jetsetter, feel- 
ing little obligation to restrain her most 
extravagant impulses, while rendering 
precious little public service? 

Presumably she did it because that is 
still the way" that a substantial part of 
Britain’s Royal Family and its entourage 
lives. With their huge his-and-hers coun- 
try estates, several holidays a year in 
KJosters or Mustique, state-of-the-art 
Range Rovers, education at Eton, polo- 
playing (is there nowhere a prince who 
likes soccer?) and helicopter-flying, the 
royals have not been part of Britain but 
apart from it yet without gaining any grav- 
itas or authority. 

The time has come - and almost every- 
body sees it - for a more democratic 
monarchy. To survive, the monarchy must 
reflect back to us the virtues that we most 
respect - not the lifestyle that we most 
envy. Otherwise, the company may one 
day go bust something the chief execu- 
tive seems to have realised. 
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Space , the final frontier 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


MPs’ salaries: market forces, professional parity and job cuts 


From Mr David Wyatt 
Sir. Andrew Marr is generous to 
(“For a mediocre wage you 
get 3 dim MP", 16 January) in sup- 
porting the campaign now being 
launched by members of both 
parties for a whacking increase in 
their salaries. He dismisses all too 
glibly the “market" argument. 
The corrosive doctrine that all 
social, ethical and cultural values 
must be subject to the discipline 
of market forces has nowhere 
been preached as loudly over the 
past 20 years as from the Palace 
of Westminster. Not a penny more 
should be found for MPS - pay until 
all possible efficiency savings have 
been made. We managed very well 
in the past without a stage army 
of ministers of state and parlia- 
mentary under-secretaries: we 
should do so now. 

Nor does the market admit of 
unchanging levels of remunera- 
tion for diminishing responsibil- 
ities. Parliament has successively 
handed over to a higher author- 
ity, by accession to the Treaty of 
Rome and by approving the sin- 
gle market, some of its legislative 
powers. Since MPs are thereby 
rendered proportionately of less 
value to the electorate, they 
should be a lesser burden on iL 
Yours faithfully, 

David Wyatt 
London, NW1 


From Mr Stephen King 
Sir. Andrew Marr makes as good 
a case as he could have for 
increasing parliamentary salaries. 
Nobody would question the need 
for the most able set of repre- 


sentatives that we can have. How- 
ever. he has stretched his argu- 
ments too thinly and they are 
starting to tear. 

The comparison of the salary 
of a columnist in the press with 
an MP is invalid, as the columnist 
will have to be seen to be good 
at their job in order to command 
a high salary, whereas the good 
and bad MP are paid the same. 

The claim that ever higher 
salaries wflj make an MP lose 
touch with his or her constituents 
is important They- are almost cer- 
tainly in the top 10 per cent of 
earners in the country. It is true 
that a good lawyer, doctor or 
director will earn" more than an 
MR but there are also professions 
where a talented person has very 
little chance of earning £34.000, 
even after many years’ service. 
They include nurses, teachers, 
actors and engineers like myself. 

The greatest risk is that by' rais- 
ing their salaries, we will encour- 
age yet more professional politi- 
cians and lawyers to go into 
Parliament With the benefits of 
having friends already there, they 
will do better in the selection 
processes and eventually squeeze 
out the few teachers and engi- 
neers who do sit in the Commons. 

This country is more than the 
political parlies, the City and the 
lawyers' chambers. We" need to 
broaden the knowledge of our 
representatives, not narrow it 
still further, if ihey are to govern 
wisely. 

Yours faithfully, 

Stephen King” 

London, SE25 


From Mr Robert Lyons 
Sir. It is difficult to be unsympa- 
thetic to Members of Parliament 
who seek an improvement in 
pay: who does not? However, 
others are required to show an 
improvement in productivity 
before their aspirations can be 
meL 

Should not MPs be faced 
with the same criteria? The 
House of Commons is clearly 
over-manned: we pay for 651 
MPs where the US House of 
Representatives manages with 
435. Let them be offered the 
simple alternative: reduce your 
number by one third in return 
for a 50 per cent increase in 
salary. 

The House would operate 
more efficiently: no longer 
would the chamber be unable to 
seat the full membership for 
important debates; no longer 
would office accommodation in 
the Palace of Westminster be 
inadequate. 

Yours faithfully. 

Robert Lyons 
L ondon. W1 
15 January 


The huge number of people 
seeking selection as parliamen- 
tary candidates for both main 
parties suggests that there is if 
anvthing an oversupply of poten- 
tial MPs and. if market principles 
are introduced to ensure that 
they are more efficiently 
deployed. Mft‘ salaries should be 
cut. 

Yours faithfully. 

Stephen Pollard 
London. W2 
16 Januarv 


Fh)m Mr Martin Homntel 
Sin 1 cannot agree with Andrew 
Mare's analysis entirely. All of us. 
the ordinary' members of the 
workforce, are constantly being 
told by (mainly Conservative 
MPs) that low wages are good for 
us and encourage overseas 
employers to create more lowly- 


paid jobs in this country than any- 
' s European 


From Mr Stephen Pollard 
Sin There is a "market argu- 
ment" against paying MPs higher 
salaries which Andrew Marr 
ignores. The price of a good - a 
worker's salary - should rise if 
there is insufficient supply to 
meei the demand (to “tempt" 
workers employed in another 
sphere in to the understaffed 
sector), and should fall if there is 
oversupply. 


where eke in the 
Union. 

So if low-paying jobs are good 
enough for us who elect the MPs 
in the first place, why on earth 
should a different rule apply to 
them? Also, as the American 
and German examples show, pay- 
ing MPs more does not neces- 
sarily mean you obtain a more 
inteUigcnt class of MP. 

The truth is that MPs are 
greedy the world over and will 
put their snout in any trough 
that's offered to them. 

Yours sincerely, 

M. Hommejl 
Great Kimble, 

Buckinghamshire 
16 Janoarv 


Courts should 
decide life tariffs 


From Mr Paul Cavadino 
Sir: Only the courts can ulti- 
mately decide whether Lord 
Donaldson is right in questioning 
the legality of allowing “public 
confidence" to affect the length 
of life sentence prisoners' tariffs 
(“Law Lord revives row over life 
for Hindley", 17 January). How- 
ever, undeT a system in which 
government ministers rather than 
judges make such decisions, there 


is an inevitable risk that “public 
confidence" will be equated with 
considerations of electoral pop- 
ularity and the volume of media 
protest. It is deeply disturbing 
that tariffs could be determined 
on this basis rather than oa the 
merits of the case. 

Setting a life-sentence pris- 
oner's tariff is effectively a sen- 
tencing decision. It cannot be 
right for sentences to be decided 
by a politician under a private 
procedure which allows the pris- 
oner no right to a hearing, to be 
present or represented during the 


decision-making process, or to 
appeaL Such a process contra- 
venes the fundamental princi- 
ples of natural justice. 

When life sentences are passed 
for offences other than murder, 
tariffs are set by the trial judge 
and are subject to appeal by 
either the defence or prosecution. 
The extension of the same pro- 
cedure to life sentences passed in 
murder cases is long overdue. 
Yours faithfully. 

Paul Cavadino 

Chair, Penal Affairs Consortium 
London. SW9 


TV solution for 
the World Service 


Inside story: a living, breathing miracle 


npoday, a very special and rather 
1 mag 


magical story: 


“It’s a miracle!” said the doctors. 

“It’s a miracle!" said the mother. 

“It’s a miracle!" said the prison 
governor. 

And at first sight it did seem like a 
miracle. A baby boy was born to a 
female prisoner in one of our biggest 
women’s prisons. That in itself was 
not a miracle. But shortly after the 
birth took place it was realised that 
the batty was wearing tiny chains and 
a small manacle, just like his mother. 
That was surely a miracle. 

“There is no case on record of a 
baby being bom wearing any kind of 
accessory, fashion or otherwise," said 
a rather shaken chief government 
health officer. “Babies have always 
been bom totally unadorned. This is 
quite unprecedented." 

The government chief medical offi- 
cer spoke as if he had done some 
heavy research into these things, 
whereas all he had done was ring an 
old obstetrician pal and ask him if 
babies were ever bora with acces- 
sories. "Yes," said the pal, drily. 
“These days they sometimes appear 
with drug addictions inherited from 
their mums and Start having with- 
drawal symptoms ... Is that the sort 
of thing you were thinking of?" 



MILES KINGTON 


It was not. He was thinking more 
of things like chains and manacles. 
“Sort of punk birth?" said the obste- 
trician. “New one on me.” 

“There’s a rumour going round," 
said the chief medical officer, “that 
because the mother had regularly 
been chained and shackled, the child 
has Inherited these characteristics. 
Now, this is plainly impossible, but 
that is what people are saying." 

“Then people are talking through 
their hats,” said the obstetrician. 

The mother, however, was not 
convinced. 

“It’s a miracle!” she said. “This is 
a very special baby. I'm going to have 
him christened Michael Howard." 

“Is there a special reason for this?" 
asked a journalist who had been 
allowed in on condition that he was 
chained to a security guard. 

“Yes," she said. *T just feel very 
grateful to the Home Secretary for 


having allowed this miracle to take 
place. If it hadn’t been for him, 1 
might have absconded. Run away. 
Skedaddled. I might have just cleared 
off and committed my offence again. " 

“What are you actually inside for?" 
asked the journalisL 

“Non-payment of TV licence 
fines," said me mother. “I persistently 
failed to buy a TV licence because I 
couldn't afford iL and they fined me, 
and I couldn't pay, and so ihey put me 
in prison and quite right, too, because 
it’s taught me a lesson." 

“What lesson has it taught you?" 

“Thai Michael Howard is abso- 
lutely right. That prison does work 
That when you are in prison, society 
is protected from your urge to watch 
TV without paying a licence fee. You 
can’t imagine the number of times I’ve 
bad this urge to run out of prison and 
reoffend. Often, as I was led away to 
hospital for antenatal treatment, I 
have blessed the moment that Mr 
Howard ordered me to be chained. 
Lord knows how near I was to run- 
ning away and watching TV without 
a licence." 

“But surety the Home Secretary 
wasn't thinking of prisoners like you 
when he issued those orders?" 

“He must have been. Almost all 
female prisoners have committed 
offences like me.” 


“Do you think any other female 
prisoners w31 give birth to miracle 
babies?" 

It was at this point that the police- 
woman, to whom the mother was now 
chained again, spoke up for the first 
time. 

“Excuse me, but there is no mira- 
cle. This baby was not born with 
chains. They were put on him after 
the birth." 

“By whom?" 

“By me.” 

“Why?" 

"Orders of the Home Secretary. All 
babies bom in prison to be shackled 
until further notice ” 

“But the babies have committed no 
offence.” 

“No, but it diminishes the likeli- 
hood of the mother absconding if she 
would have to leave her baby man- 
acled behind her. That is the Home 
Secretary’s new official policy." 

Disappointed at the melting away 
of the miracle, the journalist never- 
theless contacted the Home Secretary 
for a comment. He got it 

“Chains work!" said the Home 
Secretary. “This proves iL People in 
chains do not escape. Shackles are go! 
If you chain everyone to something, 
no one can escape! In Saudi Arabia, 
they chop people's hands off! That 
works, too. Witch this space ..." 


Archers in a stew 


From Mr Chn Reed 
Sir Rather than promote Delia 
Smith and annoy Jill (letter, 16 
January), perhaps Phil Archer 
should delve jnro Jennifer 
Aldridge S Archers ' Cookbook. 

In it be wiG find lots of 
wholesome cooking suen as 
“Rich venison stew" or “Nanny 
Pargerters’s orange seed cake", 
both served at Lower Lesley 
HalL Usha, I am sure, wil! £ive 
him a recipe for “Indian spiced 
lamb with raita” and at Bridge 
Farm, Pat makes Tony a “Rich 
beef ragout” laced with alcohol. 
Then, while he is debating the 
benefits of English pudding rice 
with Betty, he could ask her for 
the recipe to “Betty’s gooseberry, 
orange and mustard relish” or 
Mike's favourite. “Betty Dicker's 
budget bake". 

Finally, if Phil is looking for 
reliability. Jean Paul, chef at Grey 
Gables, says of the book, u C'est 
magnifique! This charming col- 
lection of recipes is in the vejy 
best tradition of English cookery." 
Yours faithfully. 

Glyn Reed 
U ffinglon, Lincolnshire 


Fast letters to Letters to the 
Editor, and include a daytime 
telephone number. fFax: 0171- 
293 2056: e-mail: letters# 
independeni40.uk) Letters may 
be edited for length and clarity. 


From Mr Gem- Woolf 
Sir. While the planned cuts in 
World Sendee expenditure arc 
unfortunate (“Rifldnd promises 
to keep ‘beacon of freedom’ 
alight”, 17 January), surely it’s 
lime more money and effort was 
put into expanding BBC World- 
wide TV. 

Stuck as I was in a hotel room 
in the LIS Fast week, I craved 
some decent programming and 
news coverage. The nearest thing 
intelligent Americans can find is 
PBS and the best programmes 
there are often from the BBC, 
And everyone knows CNN can’t 
touch the BBC for breadth and 
depth of news coverage. 

In India and the Far East, TV 
dishes are sprouting at a phe- 
nomenal rate. If the UK wants an 
influence in the world now and in 
the future, the medium of choice 
looks certain to be satellite and 
cable. The crackty old days of 
shortwave were appropriate for 
Britain’s finest hour and the Cold 
War, but not the next millennium. 

What's more, people are willing 
to pay a lot of money for the stuff, 
so World Service Television won’t 
need a handout from the Foreign 
Office. That’s got to be good for 
everyone, including the BBC. 
Yours sincerely, 

Gerry Woolf 
Brighton 


Conflict in 
Chechnya 


From Dr David Spooner 
Sir: The indiscriminate repres- 
sion of Chechens by Russia m.iy 
look very similar lo the punitiV.- 
expeditions mounted in the Nth. 
century to secure the so-called 
Caucasus Line. After all. mer a 
century and a half ago. and based 
at Fort Grozny, the author 
Mikhail Lermontov wrote home 
thus with an account of ’he Kit- 
tle of the River Valerik: 

Imagine, that in the ravine ** her- 
the fun was. it still smel: of Wood 
an hour afterwards. I've cr/ercu 
into the taste for war. and I'm 
sure that for anyone used to ;bis 
powerful experience there are 
few satisfactions that don't seem 
closing. 

His Hero of our Time. 
Pechorin. ironically stood more 
aloof from the tribal inferiority - 
superiority syndrome toward^ 
what the Russians saw (and siiil 
sec) as the undifferentiated! 
group of “Circassaians" than the : 
militarised author. 

However, today what we ere . 
witnessing is not merely a lessor, 
in imperial discipline but a strat- 
egy of genocide - one stage fur- 
ther on from the recent "ethnic 
cleansing in the Balkans. 

Yours sincerely. 

David Spooner 
Dunfermline. Fife 
17 January 


Sensitive smells 


Foggy metres 


From Mr Michael Jackson 
Sir. I am delighted to note, at last, 
an example of metrication being 
of benefit lo the consumer. Last 
winter, fog reduced visibility to 50 
or 100 yards. This year the met- 
ric system has given us an 
improvement in visibility of 
almost 10 per cent. 

Yours faithfully. 

Michael Jackson 
London, El I 
17 January 


From Mr Christopher M. Rogers • 
Sin There is a precedent for sen- j 
sons that detect human smell . 
(“Security sensors sniff out 
potential intruders". 15 Janu- . 
ary): the Americans dropped 
similar devices during the Viet- . 
nam war to detect guerrilla move- 
ments. Unfortunately for the 

Americans, the Viet Cong found ■ 

that the detectors could be fooled 
simply by hanging containers of . 
urine from the trees, and the • 
scheme was not a success. 

Let us hope the new derices do 

not suffer a similar fate, or it 
could make security guards' jobs . 
even more unpleasant. 

Yours faithfully, 

Christopher M. Rogers 
Edgwarc, Middlesex 
15 January 


Amen to all that 


From Mr Ted Draper 

Sir Road signs relating to Sixties ' 

pop groups are nothing new 
(Home news, 10 January). I 
always amused when driving ic» 

Bracknellfrom the southern end • 


of the A329(M). At traffic fights 

tJlAPA 1C J I ■ ■ ® | 


there is a standard highways 
authority sign indicating a riohi 
turn to - Amen Corner 
Yours sincerely, 

Ted Draper 
Exmoulh, Devon 




From Mr Richard Barren • 

Sin I am getting fed up with the 
pro-Chcchcn propaganda that is : 
being put out by the media, for 
example Tony Barber’s article 
and Phil Reeves’s report in the 
Independent (16 January), as • 
though it is a David and Goliath i 
struggle. i 

The fact is that on two occas- ’ 
ions, Chechen rebels have threat- ( 
ened to murder a hospital full of j 
men, women and children. Can ! 
you imagine what reaction the • 
IRA would get in the media were 
it to tty similar tactics? 

Can we not call terrorism what • 
it is and lay off the kid-glove x 
treatment? 

Yours sincerely, 

Richard Barrett \ 

Luton, Bedfordshire 
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news analysis 


; Both Labour 
and Tories 

believe we 

could leam from 
Asian welfare 
— systems, says 

Nicholas 

Timmins 

F or more than 20 years. Con- 
servative politicians have 
- tended to look west, to the 
<. United States, for ideas with 

p which to reform the economy 

welfare state. More 
' ■ : (^flexible labour markets, the 
ipurchaser/provider splits in 
• 3 health and social services, mag- 
“-c J 7 ne t schools and some of the 
' - -T ^nW tc >ngher ideas touted for social 
?: ^security can all be traced back 

=v’ f; ^v;. '' t- 1 ;-io American models or ideas. 

has been industrialists 
F' 7 . ’I 'rather than politicians who have 

.Jjooked east, chiefly to Japan, for 
^"Wessons on the production 
' '^jmethods that made Japanese 

v- * . jg°°ds irresistible in the West 
Suddenly, however, both 
. .r^i^KConservatrve and Labour eyes 
• ' J^-Jare directed towards Asia. John 

Major has talked of Britain as 
the enterprise centre of Europe, 
drawing on the success of the 
'■ Asian tigers. Chris Patten, Gov- 
. • arnor of Hong Kong, has been 
■ . , singing the virtues of the low- 

• spending economies of Hong 
. Kong, Korea, Malaysia, Taiwan 
. and Singapore as a model for 
sluggish European countries. 

Malcolm Wicks, Labour’s 
newest social security spokes- 
: man. has been to Singapore as 
__ Mn of a social security select 
committee visit whose mem- 
.tership from the Conservative 
side included Bernard Jenkin. 

.. Chris Smith, Wicks’s boss, is off 
on a similar round, with Tbny 
- ■ ..... Blair due in Singapore tomor- 

row. Conservative Central 
Office has been debriefing its 
MPs alter their visits, while the 
right-wing Adam Smith Insti- 
:ute has lit upon Singapore as 
I'a model for reconstructing 
Britain's welfare state. 

Three items have grabbed 
attention: the dramatic growth 
of the tiger economies, their 
• r lew levels of public spending - 
— optcafly 25 to 20 per cent of 
■ GDP. against Britain’s 43 per 
cent - and funded welfare. 

Furious debate surrounds 
how far their growth rates are 
the result of their relative 
under-development in an in- 
creasingly global and open mar- 
ket or a function of important 
policy and cultural differences. 
Backward countries can enjoy 
much faster growth rates as 


The challenge of the Asian tigers: 
why Britain is looking east for ideas 
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Government expenditure as a % of GDP 


they dose the gap with the 
more developed world: this is 
certainly one of the factors in 
the growth rate experienced by 
countries such as China, Korea 
and Malaysia. Bat that cannot 
be the only explanation. Low 
public spending may well con- 
tribute. though on their own 
they are plainly not enough. 
Otherwise Pakistan would be 
among the tigers. Compulsory 
saving schemes, infrastructure 
investment, a high premium on 
education, and social cohesion 
(although this is coming under 
pressure amid their rapid indus- 
trialisation) have played a part 
The argument about low 
public spending and govern- 
ment taxes can be deceptive. 
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Average economic growth over the last five years 


Some Asian tigers insist on 
high compulsory contributions 
to welfare funds which count 
outside public spending but to 
which dues have to be paid. 

“When you get to Singa- 
pore,” Malcolm Wicks says, 
“they do have low levels of tax- 
ation and they tell you ‘we don’t 
believe in a welfare state'. But 
what they do have is the Cen- 
tral Provident Fund.” This is a 
state-run fund in which both 
employers and employees are 
required to invest 20 per cent of 
wages apiece - 40 per cent of 
earnings. These compulsory 
contributions amount to a tax - 
but individuals own their own 
savings account, a distinction 
which Bernard Jenkin says leads 


to it being regarded vastly more 
favourably than Britain’s tar- 
funded pay-as-you-go system, 
where today's national insur- 
ance contributions and taxes 
pay today’s benefits, without 
being invested for the future. 

The fund provides pensions 
and much health care, and once 
a minimum level of provision 
has been reached it can be used 
for home purchase, education 
and much else. But h involves no 
redistribution from the better- 
off. It operates in a profoundly 
different society, where the 
safety net is closer to Britain's 
old Poor Law, with children 
expected to care for ageing par- 
ents before the family has 
recourse to state help. For any- 


thing like it to be adopted in 
Britain would involve massive 
transitional problems. 

For both Labour and the 
Conservatives the idea holds 
attractions. Labour would like 
to rebuild some form of social 
insurance, and the idea of 
funded schemes, state-regu- 
lated if not state-run, would be 
one route to do that without 
directly raising taxes. The Con- 
servative right would see it as a 
route to privatising more wel- 
fare provision and making 
people more self-reliant 

But for both, it is a scheme 
tar easier to design from scratch 
than switch to from present tax- 
funded provision. Present con- 
tributors would be paying twice 


How has Singapore achieved its 
dramatic economic success? 
Among those desperate to know 
is Tony Biair, who arrives there 
tomorrow in search of the secret. 
Stephen Vines reports 


- for their own future and to 
maintain present benefits. It 
would take years to build up big 
levels of benefit. It would load 
costs on to employers, and 
therefore jobs. It would, how- 
ever, provide a bigger pool of 
savings for economic invest- 
ment - an element that both 
sides find attractive - while 
raising questions about how 
far the state should compel 
people to plan for their future. 

The continuing dynamism of 
the East Asian economies sug- 
gests that the present interest m 
them will prove for more than a 
fed. It is a sure sign of the shift 
in global economic power that 
Messrs Blair and Major are now 
seeking inspiration from Asia. 


W hen China started timidly 
opening its doors to for- 
eign investment and capitalist 
enterprise, oue of the first high- 
level foreign advisers to be 
called in was Goh Keng Swee, 
the former First Deputy Prime 
Minister of Singapore and 
right-hand man to Lee Kwan 
Yew, the island slate’s strong- 
man leader. 

More recently Singapore has 
become a magnet for model- 
seeking leaders from the West- 
ern countries, including the 
Labour leader, Tony Blair, ever 
searching for new economic 
ideas, who will arrive at its 
showpiece Changi airport on 
Saturday. 

This year, the 625sq km state, 
with a population of just under 
three million, officially joined 
the developed ivorld with its 
admission to the Organisation 
for Economic Co-operation 
and Development (OECD). It 
has enjoyed spectacular growth 
for the better part of two 
decades, even though it is slow- 
ing now, as befits a developed 
economy whose people enjoy 
(on paper at least) a higher 
standard of living than those in 
far longer established devel- 
oped nations such as Britain. 

How has Singapore achieved 
this economic success? Is it 
because of authoritarian gov- 
ernment, careful planning and 
the presence of a population 
imbued with the Confudan val- 
ues of community spirit and 
obedience to a higher author- 
ity? Or is it because the spirit 
of free enterprise flourishes? 

It is certainly not any simple 
and trite version of the latter. 
The Singapore that Lee Kwan 
Yew built was founded on state 
control. In the early days of 
nation-building, the govern- 
ment commandeered land for 
development, workers were 
kept in line by trade unions 
linked to the ruling party, the 
government spent what it had 
on building up the infra- 
structure. and once people 
started to have real money in 
their pockets the government 
quickly imposed compulsory 
saving by taking as much as 
25 per cent out of wage pack- 
ets and putting it into a fund 
that could not be touched until 
retirement. 

The savings were channelled 
into investments that allowed 
the state to bufld an impressive 


array of state enterprises, 
including a world-class 
telecommunications system and 
a first-class airline. A relatively 
small amount of this cash was 
poured into social services, 
which remain fairly basic. 

The government believes in 
• planning - indeed, planning is 
the core of the ruling People's 
Action Party ideology. Along- 
side plannmg arc a raft of con- 
trols, sometimes imposed with 
a heavy hand but often with 
exquisite subtlety. In a memo- 
rable phrase, Mr Lee once 
described regulating bankers 
as being similar to “frying fish 
- it must not be overdone". 

The problem for Singapore 
is that all its plans cannot create 
initiative: the government itself 
frequently laments that the 
country is desperately short of 
entrepreneurs and risk-takers. 
This well-regulated society runs 
efficiently, but on low-octane 
fuel. It is no coincidence that 
some of Singapore’s more 
entrepreneuriaify minded busi- 
ness leaders have based them- 
selves in Hong Kong, where 
they breath a more bracing air. 

The secret of Singapore’s 
success has been its ability to 
attract ideas, capital and know- 
how from outside the country. 
Some of the world's leading 
companies are based there, 
and the nation makes them 
welcome by providing incen- 
tives for investors and creating 
an orderly base from which 
they can conduct their regional 
business. 

like a small company secur- 
ing a niche in the market. Sin- 
gapore has secured a niche as 
a service centre for a part of the 
world economy th3t needs to be 
in Asia. By definition, niches 
are hard to replicate - and that 
is why it is unlikely that the 
Singaporean model can be 
readily transplanted. Few coun- 
tries are as small and as easy to 
control as Singapore; few have 
a population essentially built on 
well-motivated immigrants and 
the children of immigrants 
determined to better them- 
selves: and few have a political 
leadership quite so determined 
to focus on economic develop- 
ment even at the cost of dimin- 
ishing personal liberty. As Lee 
Kuan Yew said back in 1966, “I 
have decided that we shall 
make and bufld and never give 
way." 
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Scouting 

techniques 

The great Girl Guiding mys- 
tery' of Africa - a tale of reli- 
gious fervour, political intrigue 
and sexual daring - has been 
solved. First, the President of 
Kenya was reported to have 
banned an “immoral" Guide 
handbook; an injured Guide 
Association promptly denied 
all knowledge of the offending 
manual, and an international 
hunt for the fiends who bad 
dishonoured the ladies' good 
name was on. 

Now Eagle Eye can exclu- 
sively reveal the culprits: that 
infamous band of scoundrels, 
the Boy Scouts. The Secretary 
General of the World Scout 
Movement, Dr Jacques Mor- 
etfion, has come clean: “The 
Curriculum Guide and 
Resource Manual for Family 
Life Education is one of ours," 
be tells me from Geneva, “and 
it has caused me an enormous 
amount of bother." 

Fust to complain about the 
lewd and libidinous tract had 
been the Vatican, which 
approached the doctor_ last 
summer. Soon, an unlikely 
alliance of Catholic and Mus- 
lim fundamentalists were 
burning the book, along with 
condoms, on the streets of 
Nairobi. After intimate exam- 
ination, the 9th Africa Scout 
Conference last autumn 
declared the tome un-Scouts- 
like and withdrew it. 

What sordid sexual secrets 
could conceivably have caused 
such offence? Eagle Eye is 
intrigued. But modesty pre- 
vents good Scouts from 
divulging such smut. From 
New York to Nairobi, they 
biushinglv decline to enlighten 
me. 

“It simply isn't proper to 
sav," the doctor stammers. 


“but the fact which I found 
most shocking was that no 
sense of scouting values 
appeared. Our leaders are sup- 
posed to impart values - not 
just, shall we say, techniques.” 

Mercifully, the International 
Plaimed EarentlxxxJ Federa- 
tion office in Nairobi was less 
coy. Family Life , T learn, 
instructs scout masters to teach 
their young charges that “sex- 
uality is fike afine neddace with 
many beads", and that, should 
they contract a sexually trans- 
mitted disease, it is best not to 
u try and cure it themselves." 

Why should all this concern 
the Kenyan president? Presi- 
dent Daniel arap Moi is the 
country’s Chief Scout 



Silva na: it's afl in a name 


Gay abandon 

One cwwfl mysteiy re maining 
from the David Ashby wort 
case has been solved. Itaar that 
a bemused black journalist 

asked the MPs wife, Mrs S3- 

vana Asbbs why she bad calfed 


her dog Sambo. This was not, 
she replied, the dog’s original 
name. “I called her Sappho," 
she said, “but then I discovered 
Sappho was a lesbian." 



(Bair: socialist stubble 


On the chin 

The Beard Liberation Front 
appears to be the first new 

party gearing itseK up for a gen- 
eral election. The London- 
based organisation daims, with 
some cause, that beards have 
been inexorably connected with 
the cause of political progress 
and socialism, and denounces 
Tbny Blair’s clean-shaven revi- 
sionism. So here to give the 
BLF a happy new year is a 
vision of Mr Blair as a new, 
unshaven socialist. 


Playing away 

I see that John M^jor admits 
to staying away from his 
beloved Chelsea football dub, 
as fellow fans have accused 
him of being a jinx. Support- 
ers, even those who are not 
Conservative MPs, had been 
heard chanting “Go home, 
Major, we want to win." 

But solidarity with the 
pariah prime minister comes 
from an unlikely quarter; fel- 
low Chelsea supporter, 
Labour MP Tohy Banks. “It's 


probably the only occasion 
when Tve actually felt sorry 
for him," Banks told me yes- 
terday. “He is a genuine 
Chelsea supporter and his 
presence just coincided with a 
bad patch." 

Never let parliamentary sol- 
idarity get in the way of super- 
stition, however. Banks added: 
*Tm trying to encourage him 
to come back - bat not till 
after the cup game on Son- 
day." 


Skinfuls of 
success 

If you wish Yehudi Menuhin’s 
mother - 100 this month - a 
long and happy life, be sure to 
toss her some grapefruit. Her 
daughter-in-law, Diana, has 
written a profile of her in The 
Oldie , and attributes her 
longevity to “bathing in ice- 
cold water into which she has 
tossed two dozen grapefruit 
dans or a half-dozen bottlefuls 
of a very smelly drink called 
Kwass." 

This would appear to be an 
invention of the good lady's. 
Diana Menuhin explains that 
her mother-in-law, Manuka, 
concocts a nostalgic version of 
the native beverage of her 
Crimean region “composed 
of mare’s mflk and God alone 
knows what else. She would 
from time to time prepare a 
batch of hermetically sealed 
bottles and submit a few 
gravely to us as though it were 
Holy Water". 


Zapped 


Hie late rock star Frank 
Zappa was no stranger to the 
bizarre. But could Iris imagi- 
nation have dreamed op the 
following scene: a military 
band, dressed in post-Soviet 
uniforms, standing to atten- 
tion in the swirling snow as 
the loudspeakers blare out 


such seminal Zappa lyrics as 
“Tin a little pimp with my hair 
gassed back." 

The occasion, before a 
crowd of 300. was the unveil- 
ing of a bust of Zappa in Vil- 
nius by the Lithuanian Frank 
Zappa fan dab (membership 
circa 20). The bnst is covered 
by a parachute. As it is 
unveiled the parachute 
catches on Zappa’s pony tail 
and has to be ripped oft At 
this moment of high drama, 
the military band strikes up 
Rock Around The Clock. 

Eagle Eye 





Rocking round the dock: 
Zappa Hayfey Madden 
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and Windows 95 
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to a computer expert in 
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Banishment 
of a dissident 


B ritain's international reputation as a 
bastion for civilised values has suffered 
a damaging blow. In a country that led the 
campaign to abolish slavery, human rights 
are now up for sale. The price? A lucra- 
tive arms deal, oil and political friendship 
with a regime that still beheads and chops 
off the hands ol its citizens. 

This is the package the Saudi Arabian 
authorities otfer Britain in exchange for 
sending Mohammed at-Masari into" exile. 
A vociferous critic of the government in 
Riyadh. Mr Masari would certainly be 
locked up if he landed on Saudi soiL 
where he was imprisoned and tortured 
before be came here in 19*14. 

Yet i he Home Office has decided that 
he is not entitled to refugee status. So. if 
the Government has its wav. he will be sent 
to the tiny former British colony of 
Dominica in the Caribbean, which has 
promised him sanctuary. This is the other 
aspect of a putrid deal. As we reveal today. 
Dominica is providing a haven in exchange 
for British aid to support its banana 
industry which has been devastated by a 
hurricane. In short, we have in 1995 a 
modem version of the "triangular trade”. 
Where once slaves, tobacco and manu- 
factured goods were the wares involved, 
today it is arms, aid and Mr Masari. 

The intention is clear to despatch Mr 
Masari to a far-away island exile, where 
his p« ililieal campaign against the rulers of 
Saudi Arabia will effectively he silenced. 
For this son of treatment by Britain land 
mhers ). Napoleon had to’ prosecute a 
European war for 12 years. All Mr Masari 
ha*, done i« engage in a peaceful campaign 
against a medieval, absolutist monarchy. 
It is not Jifficull to see v.hv the British 


authorities arc anxious to be rid of this 
particular dissident. The Gulf kingdom is 
a lucrative market for British exports 
which are threatened by his presence 
here. John Major would not waat the al- 
Yamamah arms deal, negotiated by Mar- 
garet Thatcher in 1985 and worth $20 bil- 
lion. to be endangered. The Prime 
Nfinister is. no doubt, keen to send a 
friendly signal to Crown Prince Abdullah, 
who took over power on Monday from his 
ailing brother. King Fahd. 

There was a time when Britain could be 
relied on to defend human rights, at least 
on our own soil, no matter what the price 
or the pressure from abroad. Fortunately, 
we still have a judiciary whose principles 
are not in hock to foreign regimes. Its task 
now must be. when Mr Masari appeals, to 
apply the law to overturn this rotten 
Home Office decision. 

But the travesty of justice perpetrated 
against Mr Masari raises a wider issue. 
This case has demonstrated the urgent 
need to take the adjudication of asylum 
cases away from government officials, 
w ho cannot be relied upon to withstand 
political pressure. In Canada, for exam- 
ple. such cases have, since 1988, been 
decided by a quasi-judicial body, inde- 
pendent of the government and therefore 
free from interference. 

If we had the same system here, the 
Saudis could protest as much as they 
liked, but the Government would be 
unable to engineer Mr al-Masarfs evic- 
tion. And Britain's reputation as a liberal 
country would not now be in tatters 
because politicians bowed to the demands 
of arms dealers and one of the world’s 
most autocratic regimes. 


Grey water between 
Labour and Tories 


G rey water is starting in appear 
between the Labour and Conserva- 
tive parties, just as the battle for the gen- 
eral election starts to hot up. Both par- 
ties have stepped up their activity this 
week with advertisements in national 
newspapers. We could be in for 17 months 
of fierce campaigning on the hustings and 
hoardings across the country. With an 
adroit sense of liming. Mr Blair today 
imparled to Labour's position a new 
sense of clarity and distinctiveness in a 
speech in Tokyo. 

The starling point for the two parties 
remains the .same. Both now recognise the 
centrality of globalisation to the hi cure of 
our economy and society. And both now 
accept that many of the changes in Britain 
in the Eighties were desirable. 

But Mr Blair is seeking to define two 
clear areas of difference between Labour 
and the Conservatives. First Labour has 
a distinctive approach to the labour mar- 
ket. Addressing an audience of Japanese 
businessmen. Mr Blair spoke of “a nation 
constantly investing ... in the flexibility 
and aptitude of its people", where the 
engine of economic success is investment 
in human capital. In contrast, for the Con- 
servatives the key is further deregulation 
of the labour market together with cuts 
in taxation. 

Neither case is entirely convincing as 
a recipe for economic growth. Labour has 
still to demonstrate why their proposals 
on training and lifelong learning will be 
any more successful than the Govern- 
ment's education policies in delivering 
improvements in productivity. And the 
Conservatives must explain why deregu- 
lation is the answer when companies 


cannot hope to undercut the wages of 
developing countries. 

Mr Blair argues that his second dear 
difference from Mr Major is his concern 
for social cohesion. Globalisation of mar- 
kets is having damaging and divisive 
effects on British soriety. As low-skill jobs 
are increasingly displaced by workers in 
developing countries, a growing under- 
class could find themselves choosing 
between unemployment, abysmally low 
wages or crime. Labour has demon- 
strated considerably more concern for the 
welfare of those who are ill-equipped to 
deal with global change than the Con- 
servatives. Whether or not Mr Blair can 
deliver policies on education or the wel- 
fare stale that significantly ameliorate the 
problem remains to be seen. 

Arguably, an interest in soda! cohesion 
is not distinctive to the Labour party. 
There are countless One Nation Tories 
who would surely agree with him. How- 
ever. Mr Blair can claim the major credit 
for driving the one-nation agenda. First, 
he is trying to make the one-nation philo- 
sophy relevant to the problems and chal- 
lenge of globalisation. And second, the 
one-nation voices in the Tbry party are at 
continual risk of being drowned out by 
their more raucous right-wing colleagues. 

Of course, there is still much common 
ground and overlap. The recent defec- 
tions from the Conservatives by Emma 
Nicholson to the Liberal Democrats and 
.Alan Howartb to Labour demonstrate 
just how fuzzy the boundaries have 
become. But in a general election, voters 
deserve a clear choice between distinctive, 
alternative prospective governments. And 
at last Mr Blair is starting to deliver. 
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‘There you are , I\e deported Mohammed al-Masarifor you!’ 

■ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR ■ 

Self-assessment: good news or tax by stealth? I Karl Marx in, al-Masari out 
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From Mr Michael Jack, MP 
Sir Your leading article “Hidden 
cost to the taxpayer” (3 January), 
about the effects of tax self- 
assessment, accuses the Govern- 
ment of subterfuge. The fact is 
that self-assessment is a major 
modernisation of tax administra- 
tion. It was fully debated in Par- 
liament in the 1994 and 1995 
Finance Bills, when it was actu- 
ally welcomed in principle by 
Labour. Since then the changes 
have been the subject of a mas- 
sive consultation and public infor- 
mation exercise, on which all 
sectors of the business commu- 
nity have been fully and contin- 
uously involved. 

There will be no hidden taxes, 
no double tax bills and no tax 
bombshells. The tax paid by 
business will be no more and no 
less than that due on the prof- 
its earned. The Red Book does 
indeed show that there will be 
an increase in business tax 
receipts expected in 1998-99. 
This is because of two factors: 
rising business profitability and 
bringing forward the moment 
when the tax bill has to be paid. 
However, the self-employed will 
still have up to 20 months after 
they have earned the profit to 
pay their final tax bill, once 
they receive their tax forms for 
completion. 


Focus on crime 

From Mr Duncan Grant 
Sin Danny Penman (“Cameras 
fail to reduce crime’ ”, 2 January) 
writes: 

The Government could be wast- 
ing its money by investing in sur- 
veillance cameras, according to a 
study due to be published soon. 
11115 is not what the Sutton sur- 
vey concluded. 

What the survey reveals is that 
CCTV has had a significant impact 
on some crimes but not on others. 
The study shows that in the year 
following installation of the cam- 
eras, crime fell by 13 per cent in 
the area under surveillance, which 
is three times the national average. 

In this area vehicle crime fell 
by 57 per cent, burglary by 47 per 
cent and vandalism by 42 per 


Your leading article is plain 
wrong when it says that self 
assessment is a job creatioo 
scheme for accountants. Tax itself 
is complicated -we live in a com- 
plicated world. But, if business- 
men do not want to have to cal- 
culate their own tax payments 
under self-assessment, then they 
do not have to - the Revenue will 
do it for them. 

In the longer-term, self assess- 
ment represents a simplification 
of the tax system, particularly for 
the self employed The new sys- 
tem will do away with endless 
streams of estimated assessments, 
appeals, postponements and 
revised assessme nts, and will save 
self-employed businesses up to 
£250m m terms of compliance 
costs. It has already been trialed 
with success on 5,000 real tax- 
payers in Leicester. 

Yours sincerely, 

Michael Jack 
Financial Secretary 
to the Treasury 
Treasury Chambers 
London, SW1 
3 January 

From Mr Allan Black 
Sir: I read with interest your arti- 
cle and leading article concern- 
ing the Government’s decision to 
change the tax regime for those 
deemed self-employed. While I 


share your views about tax 
increases by stealth, and the 
effect this change may have on 
the hitherto predictable voting 
patterns of the self-employed, 
one key point has been missed 

Tens of thousands of con- 
struction workers are also likely 
to lose oul Formerly, they were 
deemed self-employed for tax 
purposes and therefore paid 
gross: buL with effect from 
August 1998. they will be paid 
neL The Government's inten- 
tion is to increase the tax “take” 
from this group. 

Leaving aside the morality of 
yet another tax increase by 
stealth, the concern of the GMB. 
which represents 20.000 con- 
struction workers, is that many 
will feel forced to work illegally. 
Safety in the construction indus- 
try must be paramount - if thou- 
sands of workers choose for 
financial reasons (they face a 24 
per cent cut) to take* this dan- 
gerous route, then the Govern- 
ment's back-door tax increases 
may have disastrous conse- 
quences. 

Yours sincerely , 

Allan Black 
National Officer 
Construction Industry 
GMB 

London. SW19 
3 Januarv 


From Mr Paul Dresch 
Sir: The move to expel 
Mohammed al-Masari from 
Britain, at Saudi behest (“Anger 
as Saudi dissident is told to leave 
Britain". 4 January), sets a nasty 
precedent Mr Masari has criti- 
cised the Saudi regime. This is 
not a crime in this country, at 
least not yet. He has not. so far 
as one knows, promoted vio- 
lence of any kind or associated 
himself with those who do. 

One need not agree with Mr 
Masari's views - I don’t much 
myself- to argue that he has right 
to* dissent from the views of his 
country’s government, and indeed 
from those of the British govern- 
ment. If we could tolerate Karl 
Marx in Hampstead, we can tol- 
erate Mr Masari in Willesden. 

If rights of dissent and asylum 
are to be withdrawn at the behest 
of foreign governments, no mat- 


ter that one might sympathise -..’'' 
with their views, the very nature ~ 
of the British state is implicated. 
Tolerance cannot depend on 
expediency. 

Unless that is established . 
clearly, relations with the Saudis 
will become more difficult. In the 
absence of clear principle, even- 
difference that arises will appear 
to them mere perversity on 
Britain's part. The position of 
British ministers and ambas- 
sadors will become impossible. 

The political argument maybe - 
finely balanced. But the principle ... 
at issue is more important by far. : - 
If that is surrendered, we will be 
on a slippery slope down which 
may slide more than the interests 
of Islamist dissenters. 

Yours sincerely. 

Paul Dresch’ 

St John's College 
Oxford 


cenL We would only expect 
CCTV to have an effect on 
crimes such as these, which are in 
the view of the cameras. We 
would not expect it to have an 
effect on crimes that are outside 
their range, for example drug 
possession, theft from the person 
inside shops, domestic violence or 
residential burglary. 

Mr Penman further writes, 
“Criminals also switched to steal- 
ing from people when they were 
inside shops." Our report does 
not say that crime is being dis- 
placed in this way and there is no 
firm evidence available to show 
that this is the case. 

Yours faithfully, 

Duncan Grant 
Research Officer 
London Borough of Sutton 
Sutton, Surrey 


How an electro-techno freak got the beat 


X modem pop music if you per- 
sist in regarding it as music. Modem 
pop music is talked about as if it were 
music, hut in reality things like bouse 
and acid jazz and hip hop have very 
few of the recognisable ingredients 
of music.” 

These startling words are those of 
Radley Stoke, Professor of Applied 
Popular Music at the University of 
Milton Keynes, who has been explor- 
ing for 10 years just why it is that 
young people become addicted to 
sounds that seem so unaUuring to the 
rest of us. 

“You mean, why young people like 
such terrible music?" smiles Profes- 
sor Stoke. “Go on. say it! That’s what 
you mean, isn’t it? Well, of course, 
all generations have said this about 
their youngsters’ Laste in music, but 
this time it does seem to be differ- 
ent- For a start, you cannot imagine 
them liking it in 20 years’ rime. This 
is new. When the big band genera- 
tion grew up. they didn't throw away 
their* Benny Goodman. Bing Crosby 
and Glenn Miller records. They went 
on listening to them. They still do. 
When the rock V roll generation 
grew up, who would have thought 
that 30 years on they would still be 
spinning their Rolling Slones platters 



- do I have the lingo right? I fear I 
do not. But then, who ever thought 
the Rolling Stones would still be 
playing? 

“However, with these new sounds, 
it is different. I cannot imagine 
somehow, and I may be wrong here, 
but I cannot imagine that in 20 
years’ lime middle-aged people will 
assemble in their living rooms to nod 
to the flashing electro-techno 
machine sounds to which they raved 
in earlier days. And I use the word 
‘machine 1 advisedly. The one differ- 
ence parents would notice now if 
they went to a modem bash is that 
there are no musicians, only 
machines. This is the first time in his- 
tory that the musicians have vanished 
from music. 

“Well not quite true, perhaps, 
because in the olden days the aris- 
tocrats would hide the musicians in 


a gallery so that they could be heard 
but not seen. Nevertheless, what 
people heard was recognisably pro- 
duced by humans. Today’s dance 
music is not. It is machine music. 
Drum machine, click machine, syn- 
thesiser, sampler - these are today’s 
instruments. And none of them is 
played by a human being. If you have 
ever been to a rave, you will know 
that there is no relationship between 
the dancers and a bandstand, as 
there used to be. The dancers are 
now surrounded by the sound. They 
do not know where it is coming from. 
They let themselves be invaded. Or, 
more accurately, they give them- 
selves up to it - it is as if they were 
plugging themselves into a vast elec- 
tronic keyboard!" 

But why? Why become part of a 
pinball machine when you could be 
enjoying music? 

“I will tell you why," declares Pro- 
fessor Radley Stoke. “It is a parent 
substitute." 

How’s that again? 

“It dates from early childhood. 
Have you noticed how children are 
carried around these days ? Not in 
people's arms. Not in back packs. In 
front packs. Yes, they are suspended 
on their parents’ chests, facing 
inwards. All they can sec is the 


underside of their parent's chin. All 
they can hear is the beating of their 
parent’s heart, two inches away. I am 
convinced that this heartbeat runs 
through their childhood. Like aural 
breast-feeding. And they hate being 
withdrawn from it so much that 
later on they find substitutes for iL” 

Substitutes? What substitute can 
there be for a parent's heartbeat? 

“A personal stereo, of course. All 
those teenagers sitting in trains with 
earphones clamped to their heads, 
listening to the beat - they are not 
listening to music! They are re- 
experiencing the primal heartbeat! 
And when they later go on to the 
rave experience, they are all recap- 
turing their very earlv childhood 
together! What they think of as a 
thrashing, hopping, sophisticated 
beat - it is only mummy’s heartbeat 
they are trying to call back to! They 
call it music, but in reality it is more 
like the noises that a hospital scan- 
ner will find in a human body, highly 
amplified." 

Tell us more. 

“I am sorry. To find out more, you 
must wait For my forthcoming TV 
Arena special. Dancing With 
Mummy - the Story of Modem Dance 
Music ..." 

I can't wait 


Palestinian rights 

From Mr Rob Kent 
Sir. Robert Kirk's attack on the 
Palestine National Charter (Let- 
ters, 2 January) demonstrates 
that the recent transformation of 
the Middle East has not changed 
the arguments of those who 
oppose Palestinian rights. Mr 
Kirk claims that the PLO’s char- 
ter is “genoridal”, ignoring the 
fact that the charter has long 
been superseded in Palestinian 
politics by an acceptance of a 
“two-state" solution. 

He points to the failure of the 
Palestine National Council to 
amend the charter formally. How- 
ever, he fails to put this in the con- 
text of the on-going suspension of 
PLO democracy'. Yasser Arafat 
has made so many concessions to 
the Israeli government that he has 
not felt strong enough to convene 
the Palestinians' “parliament-in- 
exile" for fear of debate and 
defeat 

The idea that Yasser Arafat 
has genoridal designs on Jews 
when he is busy running his 
pathetic statelet on a fraction of 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip is 
ridiculous. Moreover, it is a dis- 
traction from the real issues of 
the continuing Israeli colonisa- 
tion and the degeneration of 
Palestinian democracy. 

Yours faithfully, 

Rob Kent 
B irmingham 

Post code 

From Mr Fritz Spiegt 
Sin No wonder the poor postman 
failed to redirect Jennifer Jar- 
rett’s letters (letter, 4 January) if 
she annotated them with mes- 
sages that were “cryptic" and 
"more cryptic". My dictionary 
says cryptic means “hidden, 
secret, mysterious, enigmatic" - 
not the same as terse, which she 
presumably meanL 
Yours faithfully, 

Frttz SHEGL 
Liverpool 

Post letters to Letters to the 
Editor, and include a daytime 
telephone number. (Fax: 0171- 
293 2056; e-mail: letters fa 1 
iadependeDUo.uk) Letters may 
be edited for length and clarity. 


Power to the 
Unionists 

From Mr Philip Goldenberg 
Sin From time to time, oppo- 
nents of electoral reform point 
out how undesirable it would be 
if, as a consequence of its intro- 
duction. a minority party such as 
the Liberal Democrats “held the 
country to ransom" in a Parlia- 
ment of minorities, as if such a 
situation could never arise under 
our beloved first-past-the-post 
electoral system. 

At the last general election, 
the Liberal Democrats polled 
17.9 per cent of the total votes 
cast in Lbe UK on a widespread 
geographical basis, and won 20 
seats. The Ulster Unionists 
polled 0.8 per cent of the total 
voles cast on a narrow geo- ! 
graphical basis, and won nine 
seats. 

The fate of the present gov- 
ernment is now widely regarded 
as dependent on the Ulster 
Unionists, with all the difficulties 
that this may entail for the peace 
process in Northern Ireland. 

Moral: if we do have a Par- 
liament of minorities, they 
should at least be representative 
minorities! 

Yours truly. 

Philip Goldenberg 
Woking. Surrey 
4 January 

Batting for Britten 

From Mr Stephen Newbould ' 

Sir I feel moved, almost against 
my better judgement, to respond 
to Frederick Stocken’s outburst 
a gains t “modern music" (“Dear 
Bui Oddie", 4 January) in which 
he singles out with particular 
venom Britten and Birtwistle as 
bad and unpopular composers. 

What is ft about Mr Stocken’s 
tirade that makes my hackles 
rise so much? Perhaps that he 
seems to be denying the gen- 
uineness of my own response to 
these composers' work. I have 
listened to, loved and been 
nourished by so much of their 
music, including the castigated 
Britten operas. I have nor man- 
ufactured these responses. I 
have always found them mir- 
rored in many of my fellow 
audience members 

I am baffled by Mr Stocken's 
implied assertion that this music 
is bad (and reviled by all but the 
politically correct), rather than 
simply not to his taste. It makes 
me want, however lamely, to 
shout a defence of art and reason. 
Yours faithfully, 

Stephen Newbould 
Bearwood, 

West Midlands 
4 January 


Reg Prentice’s 
Tory precedent 

From Mr Roland Freeman 
Sin In 1977. a former Labour 
Cabinet Minister, Reg Prentice, 
defected from Labour and joined 
the Conservatives. He did not 
resign his seat and fight a by-elec- 
tion. Indeed, the Conservative 
Party found him a safe scat. Dav- 
entry. for the 1979 election. 

I was on the shortlist and the 
agent told me afterwards that 
Central Office had put "heavy 
pressure” on the constituency to 
select Mr Prentice. Subsequently, 
he was made a minister in Mrs 
Thatcher's first administration. I 
do not recall any prominent Con- 
servatives demanding that he 
should have fought a by-election 
in his Newham constituency as a 
matter of principle. 

The vituperation heaped upon 
Emma Nicholson’s head is obvi- 
ously designed to frighten other 
moderate Tbiy MPs from aban- 
doning ship, but for Conservative 
MPs to argue that resigning her 
seat is the “honourable" thing to 
do is simply humbug. 

Yours faithfully. 

Roland Freeman 
Aldeibuiy, Wiltshire 
3 January 

From Mr Peter Hitchens 
Sin Polly Toynbee complains that 
some of the attacks on Emma 
Nicholson were motivated by a 
dislike of women (“Why do they 
hate her so much?" 4 January). 
She may be right in other cases, 
but my Daily Express article, 
quoted no less than three times 
in the attached montage, cannot 
be criticised on these grounds. 

1 wrote of “her teenage grasp 
of political reality" and suggested 
that she sought the sweets of 
office and fame. I also said (indis- 
putably, I believe) that “the poor 
woman has no idea what she 
thinks”. I would cheerfully say the 
same about that poor man Alan 
Howarth, now pretending to 
enjoy himself in the same party 
as Dennis Skinner. 

Yours faithfully, 

Peter Hitchens 
Editor 
Daily Express 
London, SE1 
4 January 

Make it metric 

From Mr Chris Keenan 
Sin Further to Carolyn Becking- 
ham’s letter (2 January), mav I 
add an extra item to her wish list? 
“Let the signs be metric". This is 
1996. after all! 

Yours, 

Chris Keenan 
Liverpool 


/Wwa*. :• 









